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CASUS
APRIL 2026

A marriage was declared null and void by the Metropolitan
Marriage Tribunal of Archdiocese of Verapoly on the ground of intention
against fidelity as partial simulation of marriage consent from the part of
the husband. Both parties obtained civil divorce on mutual consent from
the Family Court too. There are two children born out of this bond and
they are taken care of their mother. Now the man wants to get married
again with another catholic woman. He approaches his Parish Priest
asking to do the necessary formalities to get married in Church. Rev.
Parish Priest who is well aware of the past history of the man refuses to
do the formalities for marriage. Rev. Parish Priest knows that he has
never taken care of his former wife and children. He has never spent
anything for his children. Rev. Parish Priest asks him to go and fulfill his
natural obligations towards his children arising from his previous bond
and then he will allow him to get married in Church. Now he quarrels
with the Parish Priest telling that he is free to get married as per the
Canon Law and Civil Law and the Parish Priest has no right to see
whether he has fulfilled his natural obligations towards his children from
his previous bond.

Questions:
1. What are the duties of parents toward children?

Can. 226 §1: According to their own vocation, those who live in
the marital state are bound by a special duty to work through marriage
and the family to build up the people of God. §2: Since they have given
life to their children, parents have a most grave obligation and possess
the right to educate them. Therefore, it is for Christian parents particularly
to take care of the Christian education of their children according to the
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doctrine handed on by the Church. Can. 793 §1: Parents and those
who take their place are bound by the obligation and possess the right
of educating their offspring. Catholic parents also have the duty and
right of choosing those means and institutions through which they can
provide more suitably for the Catholic education of their children,
according to local circumstances. §2. Parents also have the right to
that assistance, to be furnished by civil society, which they need to
secure the Catholic education of their children. Can. 1136: Parents
have the most grave duty and the primary right to take care as best they
can for the physical, social, cultural, moral, and religious education of
their offspring.

2. What are the ends of marriage?

Can. 1055 §1: The matrimonial covenant, by which a man and a
woman establish between themselves a partnership of the whole of life
and which is ordered by its nature to the good of the spouses and
the procreation and education of offspring, has been raised by Christ
the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament between the baptized.

3. What does the Canon Law say about care for children after
a separation?

Can. 1154: After the separation of the spouses has taken place,
the adequate support and education of the children must always be
suitably provided.

4.  Is any special permission of the Local Ordinary required for
conducting marriages as mentioned above?

Can. 1071 §1: Except in a case of necessity, a person is not to
assist without the permission of the local ordinary at: 1/amarriage of
transients; 2/a marriage which cannot be recognized or celebrated
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according to the norm of civil law; 3/a marriage of a person who is
bound by natural obligations toward another party or children
arising from a previous union; 4/amarriage of a person who has
notoriously rejected the Catholic faith; 5/a marriage of a person who is
under a censure; 6/a marriage of a minor child when the parents are
unaware or reasonably opposed; 7/ a marriage to be entered into
through a proxy as mentioned in can. 1105. §2: The local ordinary is
not to grant permission to assist at the marriage of a person who has
notoriously rejected the Catholic faith unless the norms mentioned in
can. 1125 have been observed with necessary adaptation.

5. Howdo you evaluate the response of Reverend Parish Priest

in the aforementioned case?



Printed and Published by Fr. Ebigin Arackal

New Vimala Social Service Centre, Kakkanad, Kochi - 21



