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CIRCULAR - 4
The Chrism Mass

Dear Rev. Fathers,

The Liturgy recommends that the Mass of the Chrism
concelebrated by the Bishop and his priests, should be manifesta-
tion of the fellowship of the priests with their Bishop. In order to
show the unity of the presbyterium it is recommended that as many
priests as possible of our Archdiocese participate in the
Concelebrated Mass of the Chrism at 7.30 am in our St. Francis
Assisi Cathedral on Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026.

Yours devotedly in Christ Jesus,

Emakulam  Joseph Kalathiparambil
02.02.2026 Archbishop of Verapoly
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CIRCULAR - 5
Devotion to St. Joseph

Dear Rev. Fathers,

As St. Joseph is the Patron of the Universal Church and also
the special Patron of our Archdiocese according to the Rescript of
Pope Leo XIII, dated April 1, 1888 his Feast must be celebrated as
Solemnity on March 19.

The highly fruitful devotion to St. Joseph, which has been a
special feature of our people from ancient times, has to be kept up with
increasing fervour, especially in these days of spiritual aridity and

disruption of family life.
I would therefore direct as follows:-

1. The feast should be solemnly celebrated with High Mass,
Sermon etc.

2. Wherever possible, a treat to the poor should be arranged.

With cordial blessings,

Ermakulam X Joseph Kalathiparambil
02.02.2026 Archbishop of Verapoly
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NOTIFICATION-5

Dear Rev. Fathers /Sisters,

The Archdiocesan Curia will remain closed during the Holy
Week, 2026 March 29 - April 5. The Reverend Parish Priests are
kindly requested to inform the people about it. No petitions shall be
accepted during these days.

Ernakulam Chancellor
02.02.2026 Archdiocese of Verapoly
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NOTIFICATION -3
TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS

Rev. Fr. Antony Jibin Kaimaleth
Parish Priest, St. Antony’s Church
Panangad, Cochin - 682 506.

Rev. Fr. Anil Antony Theruvil
Parish Priest, St. Antony’s Church
Chennur - 682 027.

Rev. Fr. Sinu Cleetus Chamminikodath
Parish Priest, St. Antony’s Church
Mulamthuruthy - 682 314

Rev. Fr. Sunil Mudavassery

Priest in Charge, Little Flower Church
Kundannoor & Director

Labour Commission & KLM

Rev. Fr. Joseph Tony Karvalio
Priest in Charge, St. John Bosco Church
Edachira& St. Carlo Acutis Church, Pallikkara

Rev. Fr. Raphael Stinil Chanassery
Asst. Parish Priest, Little Flower Church
Pottakuzhy, N. Kaloor - 682 017

Rev. Fr. Sibin Josy Nellissery
Asst. Parish Priest, Cruz Milagres Church
Kurisinkal, Ochanthuruth - 682 508.



10.

I1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
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Rev. Fr. Jipson Thomas Chanayil
Vice Rector, St. Joseph’s Minor Seminary
South Kalamassery, University P.O., Pin- 682 022.

Rev. Fr. Sujith Stanly Naduvilaveettil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Jude Thaddeus Church
Kidangoor, Yoodhapuram - 683591

Rev. Fr. Rinoy Xavier Kalapurakkal
Asst. Parish Priest, St. James Church
Cheranellur 682 034

Rev. Fr. Jilu Jose Mulloor
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Antony’s Church
Vaduthala, Cochin - 682 023.

Rev. Fr. Shamil Joseph Thykkoottathil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Anne’s Church
Thottakattukara, Alwaye - 683 108.

Rev. Fr. Renil Thomas Ittikkunnath
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Francis Xavier’s Church
Kaloor, Cochin - 682 017.

Rev. Fr. Edison Joseph Villanassery
Spiritual Director, Vianney Home, Kalamassery

Rev. Fr. Lijo Joshy Puliparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, Holy Family Church.
S. Chittoor, Cochin - 682 027.

Rev. Fr. Albert George Kattukandathil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Raphael’s Church

Thykoodom, Cochin - 682 019



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.
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Rev. Fr. Ebin Vivera Thekkekanissery
Asst. Parish Priest, Our Lady of Mercy Church
Ponnarimangalam, Cochin - 682 504.

Rev. Fr. Roshan Raphael Neissery
Asst. Parish Priest, Our Lady of Fatima Church
Elamkulam, Cochin - 682 020.

& Asst. Director Department of Social Service (ESSS),

Ernakulam

Rev. Fr. Abi Francis Durom

Asst. Parish Priest, St. Philomena’s Church
& St.Kuriakose Elias Chavara Shrine
Koonammavu - 683 518

Rev. Fr. Febin Joseph Kizhavana
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Mary Magdalene’s Church
Moothedam, Maradu - 682 304

Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Azure Panakal
Asst. Parish Priest, Mount Carmel Church
Chathiath, Cochin - 682 012.

Rev. Fr. Antony Francis Manaparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. John the Baptist Church
Palarivattom, Cochin - 682 025

Rev. Fr. Jibu Varghese Thaithara
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Joseph’s Church
Vadakekotta, Thripunithura - 682 301.
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28.

29.

30.

31.
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Rev. Fr. Lipin Jose Kooliath
Asst. Parish Priest, St. George’s Church
Perumanoor, Cochin - 682 016.

Rev. Fr. Sobin Stanlin Pallath
Asst. Director, Navajeevan Animation Centre
Thottuva- 683544

Rev. Fr. Ashish Augustine Thundiparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Jude Thaddeus Church
Ettekar, Edathala - 683 564.

Rev. Fr. Nivin Nixon Puthukkada
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Francis Assisi Cathedral
Ernakulam, Cochin - 682 031

Rev. Fr. Jixon Johny Cheriyil

Asst. Parish Priest,

National Shrine Basilica of Our Lady of Ransom,
Vallarpadom, Cochin - 682 504

Rev. Fr. Savio Antony Thekkepadath
Asst. Parish Priest, Holy Family Church
Perumpilly, Narakkal P.O.- 682 505.

Rev. Fr. Mixon Raphael Puthanparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. George’s Church
Vadel, Nayarambalam P.O.- 682 509

Rev. Fr. Godson Antony Chamminikodath
Asst. Parish Priest, Mount Carmel Church
Chathiath, Cochin - 682 012.
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33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.
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Rev. Fr. Alphin George Chakkungal
Asst. Parish Priest, St. George’s Church
Karthedom, Malipuram P.O- 682 511.

Rev. Fr. Midhun Paul Cheriyil

Asst. Parish Priest, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church

Valappu, Ochanthuruth - 682 508.

Rev. Fr. Hiran Choolackal

Asst. Parish Priest St. Michael’s Church
Chembumukku, Kakkanad, Thrikkakara P.O.
Cochin - 682 021.

Rev. Fr. Amal Antony Maliyackal

Asst. Parish Priest,

National Shrine Basilica of Our Lady of Ransom,
Vallarpadom, Cochin - 682 504

Rev. Fr. Ashique Lenin Mukkath
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Francis Xavier’s Church,
Kaloor, Cochin - 682 017.

Rev. Fr. Sarath Jose Panakal

Asst. Parish Priest,

Our Lady of Immaculate Conception Church
Koratty - 680 309.

Rev. Fr. Lal Antony Vaippissery
Asst. Parish Priest St. Joseph’s Church
Thevara, Cochin - 682 013.
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39. Reyv. Fr. William Nellickal - On Leave
C/o Latin Archbishop’s House
Post Box 2581, Cochin - 682 031
40. Rev. Fr. Justin Attullil - On Leave
Avilabhavan, Chembumukku
Kakkanad, Thirkkakra P.O., Cochin 682 021
41. Rev. Fr. Antony Merash Puthenpurackal OSMdL
- Relieved
42. Rev. Fr. Deslin Paulson Chelatt SJ - Relieved
02.02.2026 Chancellor

Ernakulam
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CASUS
February 2026

A visiting priest was hearing confessions one weekend at my
parish, while the parish priest was away. He refused to grant me
absolution, because he said that I hadn’t sinned! I confessed some
venial sins, but he told me that you shouldn’t go to confession unless
you’ve committed a serious sin. I didn’t know what to say. Was he
correct? If not, what should I have said or done? — Mary

Canon law is grounded in theology. That’s why applying bad
theology can also lead to a violation of canon law, which is what appears
to have happened in this case.

Let’s look first at the Church’s theological teaching regarding this
sacrament. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states clearly that
Catholics are bound to confess serious sins at least once a year. But it
also notes that “without being strictly necessary, confession of everyday
faults (venial sins) is nevertheless strongly recommended by the Church”
(No. 1458). If, therefore, Mary mentioned at least one venial sin in her
confession, she provided enough material, from a theological standpoint,
to warrant absolution.

Now let’s take a look at what canon law has to say. Canon 989
states that all Catholics who have reached the age of are obliged to
confess all grave sins at least once a year. But canon 988, §2 notes also
that it is recommended - though not required - that Catholics also confess
venial sins. It should be obvious that the canons which address this
issue are in perfect accord with Catholic theology.

From both the theological and the canonical points of view,
therefore, the priest was not justified in denying Mary absolution simply
because she failed to indicate that she had committed any mortal sins.
And in keeping with theology, canon law provides clear guidelines for
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determining when a Catholic must be allowed to receive not just the
sacrament of penance, but all the sacraments. Canon 843, §1 states
that no sacrament may be denied to one who (1) opportunely asks
for it, (2) is properly disposed, and (3) is not prohibited by law
from receiving it. This canon sets forth the fundamental right of all
Catholics to receive the sacraments, and as such it deserves further
examination.

Firstly, a Catholic “opportunely asks” to receive a sacrament
when he approaches a priest at the time and place where that sacrament
isregularly conferred. We opportunely ask to receive Holy Communion,
for example, when we approach a priest who is distributing Communion
during Mass. Mary herself opportunely asked to receive the sacrament
of penance by going into the confessional at the time when confessions
are regularly held in her parish.

Secondly, a Catholic is “properly disposed’ to receive a sacrament
if he manifests the dispositions appropriate for its reception. One who
reverently approaches to receive Holy Communion, for example,
indicates outwardly that he is properly disposed, whereas one who is
chatting on a cell-phone while in the Communion-line does not. To cite
another example, engaged couples who seek to marry in a Catholic
ceremony must show their parish priest that they sincerely accept the
Church’s teachings about marriage; if they are open to the notion of
divorce whenever a marriage doesn’t work out, they are not manifesting
all the dispositions proper for the reception of the sacrament of Catholic
matrimony, and a priest may rightly refuse to permit them to marry in
the Church. In Mary’s case, unless she was somehow acting in an
inappropriate manner in the confessional, or otherwise indicated that
she did not take the sacrament seriously, it is difficult to think of a reason
why the priest would have denied her absolution on this ground.
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Finally, there are many possible reasons why a Catholic may be
“prohibited by law from receiving” a sacrament. If, for example, he is
under excommunication, he is forbidden to receive the sacraments until
the excommunication is lifted (c. 1331, §1, 2p ). If the sacrament may
be received only once (as is the case with baptism, confirmation, or
holy orders), a Catholic who has already received it once may not
receive it again. Or there may be an impediment barring a person’s
reception of a sacrament - a Catholic may not receive the sacrament of
matrimony, for example, if he is in holy orders, or is already married to
someone else.

Although we are unaware of the whole conversation in the
confessional between Mary and the confessor, it’s fairly clear that this
priest wrongly refused her absolution. So what should she have done?
For one thing, there is no reason why she couldn’t leave the confessional
and immediately make her confession to another priest, even if this
required her to go to another parish. Additionally, it could be suggested
that Mary inform the parish priest of her parish of this incident, as he is
responsible for the spiritual care of the people of his parish. Canon
528, §2 notes specifically that the parish priest is to strive to ensure that
his parishioners are nourished by the devout celebration of the
sacraments, and in particular that they frequently approach the
sacraments of the blessed Eucharist and of penance.
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