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NOTIFICATION - 6

ANNUAL RETREAT FOR PRIESTS
(July 20 - August 1, 2025)

Dear Reverend Fathers,

The Annual Retreat for the priests of our Archdiocese will be
conducted in Ashirbhavan, Ernakulam, as usual in two sessions in
the order given below.

The first session of the retreat will begin in the evening of
July 20-25, 2025 and the second in the evening of July 27 - August 1,
2025.

Rev. Dr. Martin N. Antony O.deM, Delegate Superior,
Mercidarians, Edakochi has kindly consented to preach the retreat.

Please note your name in the list and in case there is a
serious reason for you to change from one batch to the other,
please inform Archdiocesan Curia latest by June 30, 2025.

The Rev. Parish Priests, who leave their parish for the annual
retreat, during their absence, shall entrust the care of the parish either to
the Assistant Priest, if there is one, or to the priests of the neighbouring
parish. I hereby grant necessary faculties to such priests as far as they
may need.

The Rev. Fathers may inform the faithful about the annual
retreat of the clergy and exhort them to pray for the sanctification
of their pastors and all the priests of the Archdiocese.

In accordance with Canon 958§2 the Mass intention books are to
be inspected by the Ordinary. Hence all the Rev. Fathers are requested
to present their Mass Diaries during the days of retreat for examination.
Rev. Fathers whose faculties for hearing confessions expired are hereby
reminded to get their faculties duly extended without any break.

With cordial blessings,

Ernakulam X Joseph Kalathiparambil
22.04.2025 Archbishop of Verapoly
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ANNUAL RETREAT 2025
JULY 20-25

First Batch

A S B I S
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Msgr. Mathew Kallinkal

Msgr. Cletus Parambaloth

Msgr. Joseph Etturuthil

Rev. Fr. Alex Kurisuparambil

Rev. Fr. Allphin Antony Kochuveettil
Rev. Fr. Aloysius Thaiparambil

Rev. Fr. Alwin Paul Mattupurath

Rev. Fr. Anton Oliparambil

Rev. Fr. Antony Bibu Kadamparambil
Rev. Fr. Antony Jibin Kaimaleth

Rev. Fr. Antony Karippatt

Rev. Fr. Antony Lijo Odathakal

Rev. Fr. Antony Pascal Theruviparambil
Rev. Fr. Antony Sijan Manuveliparambil
Rev. Fr. Antony Vacko Arackal

Rev. Fr. Antony Vellayil

Rev. Fr. Augustine Shelbin Variath
Rev. Fr. Bevin Thomas Kalloor

Rev. Fr. Charles Lopez

Rev. Fr. Clement Valluvassery

Rev. Fr. Denny Palackaparambil

Rev. Fr. Ebin Jos Variath

Rev. Fr. Ebin Vivera Thekkekanissery



24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
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Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Azure Alex Panakkal
Rev. Fr. Felix Chullickal

Rev. Fr. Francis D’Silva

Rev. Fr. Francis Glanson Aruja

Rev. Fr. Francis Koikaranparambil

Rev. Fr. Francis Xavier Thannikaparambil
Rev. Fr. George Jithu Vattappilly

Rev. Fr. George Joseph Thoundayil

Rev. Fr. George Kuruppath

Rev. Fr. George Mangalath

Rev. Fr. George Mathirapilly

Rev. Fr. Gino George Kadungamparambil
Rev. Fr. Godson Antony Chamminikodath
Rev. Fr. JaisonVadassery

Rev. Fr. Jayan Payyappilly

Rev. Fr. Jerome Chamminikodath

Rev. Fr. Jipson Thomas Chanayil

Rev. Fr. Jixon Johny Cheriyil

Rev. Fr. Job Vazhakoottathil

Rev. Fr. John Palliparambil

Rev. Fr. Joji Kuthukatt

Rev. Fr. Jolly Thappalodath

Rev. Fr. Josemon George Pazhanilath
Rev. Fr. Joseph Benny Karingat

Rev. Fr. Joseph Biju Kalloor

Rev. Fr. Joseph Collins Elenjikal



50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
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Rev. Fr. Joseph Karikkassery
Rev. Fr. Joseph Oliparambil (Jr.)
Rev. Fr. Joseph Vakayil

Rev. Fr. Joseph Vibin Choothamparambil
Rev. Fr. Josy Joseph Kochappilly
Rev. Fr. Justin Attullil

Rev. Fr. Lazer Sinto Thaiparambil
Rev. Fr. Lipin Jose Kooliyath
Rev. Fr. Manuel Lopez

Rev. Fr. Martin Thaiparambil
Rev. Fr. Martin Azhikkakath

Rev. Fr. Martin Garrison Paiva Palliparambil

Rev. Fr. Mathew D’Cunha

Rev. Fr. Mathew Sojan Maliekal
Rev. Fr. Michael D’Cruz Arakal
Rev. Fr. Norbin Pazhampilly

Rev. Fr. Paul Nidhin Kuttissery

Rev. Fr. Paul Thundiyil

Rev. Fr. Paulson Kottiyath

Rev. Fr. Paulson Simethy

Rev. Fr. Paxon Francis Palliparambil
Rev. Fr. Peter Kochuveettil

Rev. Fr. Prasad Jose Kanapilly

Rev. Fr. Raphael Stinil Chanassery
Rev. Fr. Renil Thomas Ittikkunnath
Rev. Fr. Rockey Joslin Chakkalakkal
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76. Rev. Fr. Rockey Kollamparambil

77. Rev. Fr. Rockey Thengapurackal

78. Rev. Fr. Rony Joseph Manakil

79.  Rev. Fr. Saju Antony Mundempilly

80. Rev. Fr. Savio Antony Thekkepadath
81. Rev. Fr. Sebastian George Adichiyil

82. Rev. Fr. Sebastian Karukappilly

83. Rev. Fr. Sebastian Oliparambil

84. Rev. Fr. Sebastian Vattaparambil

85. Rev. Fr. Shine Jose Chilangara

86. Rev. Fr. Shine Pauly Kalathil

87. Rev. Fr. Shinoj Raphael Arancherry

88.  Rev. Fr. Sinu Cleetus Chamminikodath
89. Rev. Fr. Stephen Alathara

90. Rev. Fr. Sujith Stanly Naduvileveettil
91. Rev. Fr. Sunil Mudavassery

92. Rev. Fr. Thadeus Babu Vavakatt

93. Rev. Fr. Thomas Pulickal

94. Rev. Fr. Varghese Valiyaparambil

95.  Rev. Fr. Vimal Francis Pandaraparambil
96. Rev. Fr. Vincent Variath

97. Rev. Fr. William Charles Thaikkoottathil
98. Rev. Fr. William Nellikkal

99. Rev. Fr. Xavier Sebastian Padiyaramparambil
100. Rev. Fr. Yesudas Pazhampilly
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ANNUAL RETREAT 2025
JULY 27 - AUGUST 1

Second Batch

1. Msgr. Mathew Elanjimattom

2. Msgr. Sebastian Luiz

3. Rev. Fr. Abi Francis Durom

4.  Rev. Fr. Albert George Xavier Kattukandathil
5. Rev. Fr. Alphonse Panakal

6.  Rev. Fr. Anil Antony Theruvil

7. Rev. Fr. Antony Anand Mannalil

8. Rev. Fr. Antony Cheriakadavil

9.  Rev. Fr. Antony Dominic Figarado

10. Rev. Fr. Antony Francis Manaparambil
11. Rev. Fr. Antony Kocherry

12.  Rev. Fr. Antony Koppandussery

13. Rev. Fr. Antony Mulloor

14.  Rev. Fr. Antony Raphael Komaranchath
15. Rev. Fr. Antony Shine Kattuparambil
16. Rev. Fr. Antony Thoppil

17.  Rev. Fr. Ashish Augustin Thundiparambil
18.  Rev. Fr. Augustine Baiju Kuttikkal

19. Rev. Fr. Augustine I[saac Kurisinkal

20. Rev. Fr. Augustine Roshan Kalloor

21. Rev. Fr. Benson George Alappatt

22. Rev. Fr. Bijoy Augustine Marottickal
23. Rev. Fr. Binil Sebastian Palliparambil



24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
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Rev. Fr. Colin Pulickal

Rev. Fr. Denny Mathew Peringat

Rev. Fr. Dominic Kanappilly

Rev. Fr. Douglas Pinheiro

Rev. Fr. Ebigin Arackal

Rev. Fr. Edison Joseph Villanassery
Rev. Fr. Febin Joseph Kizhavana

Rev. Fr. Felix Chackalackal

Rev. Fr. Fostin Fernandez Janmaparambil
Rev. Fr. Francis Dixon Fernandez
Rev. Fr. Francis Marottikaparambil
Rev. Fr. Francis Peediekal

Rev. Fr. George Arackal

Rev. Fr. George Kalathiparambil

Rev. Fr. George Sequeira

Rev. Fr. Jacob Baiju Ben Pashniparambil
Rev. Fr. James Shaiju Thoppil

Rev. Fr. Jenin Antony Marottiparambil
Rev. Fr. Jenson Livera Ithithara

Rev. Fr. Jibin George Mathirappilly
Rev. Fr. Jibu Varghese Thaithara

Rev. Fr. Jiju Cleetus Thiyadi

Rev. Fr. Jilu Jose Mulloor

Rev. Fr. Jobin Panikulam

Rev. Fr. Joby Alappatt

Rev. Fr. John Capistan Lopez



50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
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Rev. Fr. John Christopher Vadassery
Rev. Fr. John Kanakassery

Rev. Fr. Johnson D’Cunha

Rev. Fr. Jolly John Odathackal

Rev. Fr. Jose Dominic Chooreparambil
Rev. Fr. Jose Thannipilly

Rev. Fr. Joseph Alphonse Puthenveettil
Rev. Fr. Joseph Antony Palliparambil
Rev. Fr. Joseph Biju Thattarassery
Rev. Fr. Joseph Chelat

Rev. Fr. Joseph Joshy Nedumparambil
Rev. Fr. Joseph Panikkassery

Rev. Fr. Joseph Sherin Chemmayath
Rev. Fr. Joseph Thattarassery

Rev. Fr. Joseph Thoppil

Rev. Fr. Joseph Tony Karvalio Muringanath
Rev. Fr. Judis Panakal

Rev. Fr. Kurian Maraparambil

Rev. Fr. Lijo Joshy Puliparambil

Rev. Fr. Lithin Jose Nedumparambil
Rev. Fr. Manoj Francis Marottickal
Rev. Fr. Manuel Kuthukatt

Rev. Fr. Marydas Kochery

Rev. Fr. Mathew Jomson Thottunkal
Rev. Fr. Merton D’Silva Malieckal
Rev. Fr. Midhun Joseph Chemmayath



76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.
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Rev. Fr. Mixon Raphael Puthanparambil
Rev. Fr. Nibin Kuriakose Pappaliparambil
Rev. Fr. Nijin Joseph Kattiparambil

Rev. Fr. Nivin Nixon Puthukkada

Rev. Fr. Patrick Elavunkal

Rev. Fr. Peter Ambalathinkal

Rev. Fr. Philip Thaiparambil

Rev. Fr. Prince Xavier Kannothuparambil
Rev. Fr. Rajeev Jose Kainikat

Rev. Fr. Raphael Kalluveettil

Rev. Fr. Raymond Pallan

Rev. Fr. Rinoy Xavier Kalapurakkal

Rev. Fr. Robinson Panackal

Rev. Fr. Roshan Jacob Mulloor

Rev. Fr. Roshan Raphael Neissery

Rev. Fr. Sabu Nedunilath

Rev. Fr. Sebastian Joby Aseethuparambil
Rev. Fr. Sebastian Moonukoottungal
Rev. Fr. Sebastian Sony Kalathil

Rev. Fr. Sebi Victor Thundiparambil

Rev. Fr. Shamil Joseph Thykkoottathil
Rev. Fr. Sibin Josy Nellissery

Rev. Fr. Smijo George Kalathiparambil
Rev. Fr. Sobin Stanlin Pallath

100. Rev. Fr. Sonu Ambrose Ithithara



101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
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Rev. Fr. Stanley Mathirappilly

Rev. Fr. Thomas Shobin Kuttikkatt

Rev. Fr. Tijo Thomas Kolothumveettil
Rev. Fr. Titus Antony Kurisuveettil

Rev. Fr. Varghese Sojan Thoppil

Rev. Fr. Vincent Naduvilaparambil

Rev. Fr. Xavier Sajan Padiyaramparambil

Rev. Fr. Zacharias Pavanathara
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CASUS
MAY 2025

Q:  Before my father passed away, he gave me a relic of the Holy
Cross surrounded by gems that he received many years ago from a
religious sister, who obtained it from a cardinal. It has the original
seal on the back, and I also have the 1966 document in Latin from
the Vicar General of His Holiness the Pope about its authenticity.

My question is, am I permitted to have this relic in my private
home, or should this be turned over to someone else in the Church? I
want to transfer this relic to my nephew... John

A:  Many private individuals all over the world possess Catholic relics
like the one John describes. Generally, it would never occur to them
that being the owner of a saint’s bone or piece of clothing, or a piece of
the Cross like John’s, might run afoul of canon law. But John was
searching for information and he stumbled across canon 1190,§2, which
says this:

Distinguished relics, and others which are held in great veneration
by the people, may not validly be alienated or transferred in any way
on a permanent basis, without the permission of the Apostolic See.

As John points out, he knows that the reliquary which he now
owns has over the years been handed on or alienated from one person
to another to another. Since the Holy Cross is certainly a “distinguished
relic,” and/or one that is “held in great veneration by the people,” he is
logically concerned that without knowing it, he was given this relic
illegally. And since he would now like to give it as a gift to his nephew,
John is worried that this would be illegal too. But is it?

Let’s first define what we mean by the term relic. From the earliest
days of the Church, Christians instinctively venerated the bodies of
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those who had willingly died rather than renounce their faith. During the
Christian persecutions which took place during the reigns of various
(not all') Roman Emperors, the bodies or in many cases, mangled body
parts that had been ripped apart by animals, burned by fire, etc. of
such martyrs were carefully gathered and buried by other Christians.
This veneration of the corporal remains of saints continues to this day.

Actual pieces of a saint’s body, usually bone or hair, are today
known as first-class relics. (The other major relic which is included in
the first class is the wood of the Cross, Reliquary with the tooth of
Saint Apollonia, in the Cathedral of Porto, Portugal.) The term second-
class relic refers to the clothing of a saint, or other personal effects like
a pair of glasses or a rosary. Third-class relics also exist; these are
ordinarily pieces of cloth which were touched to either a first- or a
second-class relic.

It is absolutely forbidden to sell relics as per canon 1190,§1.

The Latin wording of this canon is very strong, as it uses the
phrase nefasest. This is hard to translate literally into English, but it
basically means that such an action is absolutely, positively unthinkable.
Accepting money in exchange for arelic is never, ever to be done.

Remember this when you see relics for sale on the internet! To
be fair, sometimes a reasonable claim can be made that you’re being
asked to pay not for the relic itself, but for the reliquary that contains it
which is frequently made of gold and precious stones. But in far too
many cases, such an argument simply doesn’t hold water.

But while relics may not be sold, the Church has been giving relics
free of charge to dioceses, parish churches, religious institutes, and
even private individuals for centuries. Ideally they are sealed in some
sort of case, with a wax seal to indicate their authenticity, just as John
describes his relic of the Cross. There’s one reason in particular why
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the Church frequently gives out relics: most Catholics probably don’t
realize that in every consecrated altar, in every Catholic church around
the world, there should be at least one first-class relic, as per canon
1237, §2. The practice of celebrating the Mass over the relics of saints
apparently goes all the way back to the early centuries of the Church,
when priests took to celebrating Mass on top of the tombs of the
martyrs.

Not surprisingly, nowadays there is an office in the Vatican which
takes care of relics. After all, if a bishop wants to build a brand-new
parish church in honor of (let’s say) Saint Matthew the Evangelist, there
will be at least one permanent altar in that church—and the bishop will
have to obtain one or more relics to put inside it when he consecrates
it. He will therefore write to request a relic(s) from the Sacrario
Apostolico; and since the new church will be named in honor of Saint
Matthew, the bishop will most likely ask the Vatican for a relic of Saint
Matthew if that’s possible. The relics provided by the Vatican are sealed
in a small case—that can’t easily be opened by someone who wants to
steal the relic and replace it with a fake—accompanied by
documentation attesting to their authenticity. You can see that the Church
has come a long way since the 800’s, when Deacon Deusdona handed
over the random bones of strangers as “saints’ relics,” in exchange for
money.

In 1994, the Vatican issued new norms for the concession of
relics. According to these norms, the Vatican does not give first- or
second-class relics to private individuals, unlike in centuries past. These
relics can be requested only for public veneration in a church, oratory
or chapel. And it is this sort of church property that is being referenced
in the canon which confused John: canon 1190, §2, quoted above,
pertains to relics that are housed in churches, monasteries, shrines, etc.,
where they are venerated by the Christian faithful. If entities like these
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have got a reliquary with the bone of a saint or a piece of the Cross,
their administrators - the parish priest, the abbot of the monastery, or
even the diocesan bishop himself - cannot decide on their own authority
to remove that reliquary and give it to somebody else. This is the sort
of unauthorized alienation of relics that is not permitted by canon law.

So how does John’s reliquary fit into all this? Unlike so many
owners of small reliquaries, he can actually trace its ownership back
for quite a few years. Note that there is absolutely no suggestion that
anybody wrongly sold the reliquary, as John notes that a cardinal gave
it to areligious sister, who gave it to his father. So how did the cardinal
get it? Is there something fishy going on here?

Not at all. While the current law states that the Vatican will not
give first-class relics - and they specifically mention relics of the Cross
in this category - to private persons, the undeniable fact is that for
centuries, private persons were frequently given all sorts of relics by
church authorities, whose actions were altogether legal at the time. Note
that there are also plenty of relics that were never in the possession of
church authorities to begin with: to cite a recent example, Pope John
Paul II used frequently to give his white zucchetto (the hat all Popes
wear) to individual members of the faithful as a gift. Now that he has
been canonized a saint, all those zucchetti have become second-class
relics... and they are private property. While the Sacrario
Apostolico would never give one of Saint John Paul II’s zucchetti to a
private person, many private persons nonetheless own them lawfully,
having obtained them through other entirely legitimate means.

By now it should be clear why there’s absolutely nothing wrong
with the fact that John personally owns a relic of the Cross - even
though it’s legally impossible for anyone today to obtain one personally
from Rome. If he wants to give it as a gift to his nephew, he is totally
free to do so.
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