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NOTIFICATION -4
Transfers & Appointments
February 2, 2025

Rev. Fr. Antony Mulloor
Chaplain, Aroghyamatha Church, Ponekkara
AIMS, Pin - 682041

Rev. Fr. John Palliparambil
Parish Priest

St. Nicholas De Flue Church
Padamugal - 682 030.

Rev. Fr. Jenin Antony Marottiparambil
Administrator, Assisi, Perumpilly

& Priest in Charge,

Christ The King Church, South Puthuvaippu

Rev. Fr. Joseph Midhun Chemmayath
Priest in Charge, Sacred Heart Church
Pazhangad, Edavanakkad

Rev. Fr. Sinu Cleetus Chamminikodath
Asst. Parish Priest,

St. Philomena’s Church & St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara Shrine, Koonammavu - 683 518

Rev. Fr. Sunil Mudavassery

Asst. Parish Priest, St. Michael’s Church
Chembumukku, Kakkanad, Thrikkakara P.O.,
Cochin - 682 021.

Rev. Fr. Raphael Stinil Chanassery
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Antony’s Church
Vaduthala, Cochin - 682 023.
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Rev. Fr. Joseph Tony Karvalio
Asst. Parish Priest, Mount Carmel Church
Chathiath, Cochin - 682 012.

Rev. Fr. Sujith Stanly Naduvilaveettil
Asst.Parish Priest, St. Mary Magdalene’s Church
Moothedom, Maradu - 682 304

Rev. Fr. Rinoy Xavier Kalappurakkal
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Francis Xavier’s Church,
Kaloor, Cochin - 682 017

Rev. Fr. Jilu Jose Mulloor
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Jude Thaddeus Church
Ettekar, Edathala - 683 564.

Rev. Fr. Allphin Antony Kochuveettil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Raphael’s Church
Thykoodom, Cochin - 682 019

Rev. Fr. Renil Thomas Ittikkunnath
Asst. Parish Priest, Little Flower Church,
Pottakuzhy, N. Kaloor - 682 017

Rev. Fr. Edison Joseph Villanassery
Asst. Parish Priest, St. John the Baptist Church
Palarivattom, Cochin - 682 025

Rev. Fr. Lijo Joshy Puliparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, Holy Family Church
Perumpilly, Narakkal P.O.- 682 505.

Rev. Fr. Albert George Kattukandathil
Asst. Parish Priest, Our Lady of Mercy Church
Ponnarimangalam, Cochin - 682 504.
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Rev. Fr. Ebin Vivera Thekkekanissery
Asst. Parish Priest, St. James Church
Cheranellur 682 034

Rev. Fr. Nijin Joseph Kattiparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, Mount Carmel Church
Chathiath, Cochin - 682 012.

Rev. Fr. Martin Garrison Paiva
Asst. Parish Priest, Cruz Milagres Church
Kurisinkal, Ochanthuruth - 682 508.

Rev. Fr. William Charles Thykkoottathil
Asst. Parish Priest, Infant Jesus Church,
Ernakulam, Cochin 682031

Rev. Fr. Abi Francis Durom
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Jude Thaddeus Church
Kidangoor, Yoodhapuram — 683591

Rev. Fr. Sebi Victor Thundiparambil
Asst. Director, Lourdes Hospital
Pachalam, Cochin - 682 012.

Rev. Fr. Jibu Varghese Thaithara

Asst. Parish Priest,

National Shrine Basilica of Our Lady of Ransom,
Vallarpadom, Cochin - 682 504

Rev. Fr. Lipin Jose Kooliyath

Asst. Parish Priest,

Our Lady of Immaculate Conception Church
Koratty - 680 309.
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Rev. Fr. Sobin Stanlin Pallath
Asst. Parish Priest, St. George’s Church
Perumanoor, Cochin - 682 016.

Rev. Fr. Ashish Augustine Thundiparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Valappu, Ochanthuruth - 682 508.

Rev. Fr. Jixon Johny Cheriyil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. George’s Church, Vadel,
Nayarambalam P.O.- 682 509

Rev. Fr. Savio Antony Thekkepadath
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Francis Xavier’s Church,
Kaloor, Cochin - 682017

Rev. Fr. Mixon Raphael Puthenparambil
Asst. Parish Priest,

National Shrine Basilica of Our Lady of Ransom,
Vallarpadom, Cochin - 682 504

Rev. Fr. Antony Raphael Koramchanth
Chaplain, Lourdes Hospital
& Chief Editor, Jeevadeepthi

Rev. Fr. Miltan Thaiparambil CSJ
Priest in Charge, Sacred Heart Church, N.A.D., Aluva

Rev. Fr. Yesudas Prakash CSJ
Special Pastoral Assistance
Church of Our Lady of Fatima, Elamkulam

Rev. Fr. Don Peter Pandiyalakkal C.P.
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Ambrose Church, Edavanakkad

Ernakulam Chancellor
02.02.2025 Archdiocese of Verapoly
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CASUS
FEBRUARY 2025

Q: Mary asks her Parish Priest the following question: My
ex-husband and I are both Catholics. We got married in my parish
church. We later were divorced but never got an annulment.
Recently he got remarried in a civil ceremony. Later he announced
to me that “we had our marriage blessed in [the Catholic
Church].” But, how did they do that, since our marriage was never
annulled?

After obtaining a bit more information from Mary, it’s fairly clear
what must have happened here. At issue is not remarriage in the Catholic
Church without an annulment, but rather a misunderstanding of the notion
of “having a marriage blessed.” Let’s try to understand the case step by
step. If he and Mary married in a Catholic wedding ceremony, and
never sought/obtained an annulment after their divorce, then the Church
considers them still to be married. As per canon 1060, the validity of
their marriage must be upheld until the contrary is proven. It makes
sense, therefore, that when Mary’s husband wanted to marry someone
else, he couldn’t do so in a valid Catholic ceremony. Since his first
marriage to Mary has not been established by a Marriage Tribunal to
have been invalid, the Church holds that he is still married to Mary. Put
differently, Mary’s husband can’t marry someone else in the Church,
due to the impediment of prior bond (c. 1085).

This means, logically, that in the eyes of the Catholic Church, the
second marriage of Mary’s husband is invalid. He is, in other words,
now living with another woman who is not his wife. If he wants to
remedy this situation, what can he do? The answer is pretty
straightforward: he needs to request a declaration of nullity of his first
marriage from the diocesan Marriage Tribunal. And if they eventually
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determine that his first marriage to Mary was indeed null for some
reason, he will be able to marry someone else in the Catholic Church.
Note that an annulment will not automatically validate his second
marriage outside the Church. Even if Mary and her ex-
husband had received an annulment of their marriage before her ex-
husband’s second wedding, his second marriage in a civil ceremony is
invalid because it was not celebrated in accord with canonical
form (cf. c. 1108). So after he obtains an annulment of his first marriage,
he will be able to rectify his second invalid marriage in the Catholic
Church.

So what is Mary's ex-husband talking about, then? How did he
and his new wife somehow have their marriage blessed by the
Church elsewhere?

This man did not show up at the door of a church in another
place and have them somehow validate his invalid second marriage on-
the-spot. This would be impossible not only for the reasons just stated
above, but also because he and his new wife aren’t members of that
parish, and don’t even live in that diocese! As we know Catholic priests
rightly don’t agree to marry any stranger who randomly walks into their
parish off the street, much less agree to arrange somehow to rectify a
Catholic stranger’s invalid civil marriage. This type of spiritual care is,
quite understandably, the responsibility of the pastor of Mary’s ex-
husband’s parish back home, since it is his parish priest who has been
entrusted with this man’s spiritual wellbeing (cf. cc. 519 and 528). While
of course we all can attend Mass and receive the Eucharist at a strange
parish while on vacation, and go to confession there as well, the notion
that we would show up without any warning and ask a priest we’ve
never seen before to help sort out our marriage-issues is quite another
matter!
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What actually happened here is very simple. Mary’s former
husband and his new wife visited a famous Shrine, and while they were
there, they told one of the priests that they were new couples, and
asked him to give them a blessing. And like any good priest, he readily
agreed, not realizing that they had been married outside the Church,
and were planning to tell people that they “had had their marriage
blessed” in this well-known Shrine.

The fact is, people ask priests to bless themselves, other persons
and various objects all the time. Here in our Archdiocese, for example,
it happens every single day that numerous visitors to various Shrines
will search out a priest and ask him to bless the rosary/medal/statue/
crucifix that they just purchased, and the priest will immediately do just
that. Similarly, it is not uncommon for a mother to stop a priest and ask
him, “Father, will you bless my baby?”” People routinely ask priests to
bless their homes, their cars, etc. As a general rule, when a person
approaches a priest with such a request, the priest assumes their good
will. He doesn’t question whether the rosary was stolen, or the baby
was kidnapped! This is all the more true in a famous Shrine like the one
Mary’s ex-husband visited with his new wife, where pilgrims make
such requests many times every day. If someone devoutly asks for a
blessing, why wouldn’t a priest grant it?

But note that canonically, there is a huge difference between asking
a priest to bless you and your new spouse, and having your invalid
marriage validated sacramentally in the Catholic Church. This latter is
informally known as “having your marriage blessed,” although there is
in fact a lot more that happens besides simply receiving a priest’s blessing.
It seems pretty clear that Mary’s ex-husband is being less than honest
here. He knows full well that he can’t marry again in the Church without
an annulment, that’s why his recent wedding was a civil ceremony, but
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it seems that he wants to think (or wants others to think) that somehow
his second marriage has been given the Church’s approval.

Catholic children are regularly taught that if they do something
sinful in secret, God sees them anyway, and so they can’t hide their
wrongdoing from God. Yet there are a lot of Catholic adults out there
who seem to think that if they can somehow fool the Church (or the
Catholic clergy) into approving their actions, this makes their actions
morally okay. It goes without saying that they are kidding themselves.
In the case of Mary’s ex-husband, the priest at the Shrine did nothing
wrong by giving him and his new wife a blessing as requested, but it is
very wrong for her ex-husband to misrepresent that blessing as some
sort of a validation of his new, invalid marriage.

NB: Do we take utmost care before a Marriage takes place to
establish that nothing stands in the way ofits valid and lawful celebration?
(Cf. Can. 1066)

Printed and Published by Fr. Ebigin Arackal

New Vimala Social Service Centre, Kakkanad, Kochi - 21



