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NOTIFICATION -1

CENSUS REPORT AND STATISTICAL DATA
FORTHE YEAR 2024

Dear Reverend Fathers and Sisters,

The Annual Census Report and Statistical Data for the year
2024 of our parishes and institutions are to be prepared, so as to
cover the period from January 1 to December 31, 2024.

You are requested to send this report and also the copies of
the Registers of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths of the year 2024
to our Curia before February 28, 2025. Since the copies of the
registers of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths are to be kept for many
years in the Archdiocesan Archives, please do not send the
Photostat or carbon copies. The carbon and Photostat copies will
fade away in a years’ time.

Printed forms of Census and Registers are available in
our Archdiocesan Curia.

May I request you to pay special attention in sending the
reports in due time so that we can send the same to Rome on time.

Yours devotedly in Christ Jesus,

Ermakulam & Joseph Kalathiparambil
02.01.2025 Archbishop of Verapoly
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The Rev. Deacon Mixon Raphael Puthenparambil of the
Archdiocese of Verapoly was ordained Priest by His Grace the
Archbishop Joseph Kalathiparambil at St. Francis Assisi Cathedral,
Ernakulam on 30" December 2024.

Ernakulam Chancellor
02.01.2025 Archdiocese of Verapoly
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CASUS
JANUARY 2025

Q: I'am divorced. The marriage had some serious issues...
we spent more time living separately than living together. It
has been suggested that I just fill out the traditional annulment
application and follow through on that. After discussing this
with a Catholic clinical psychologist, it may not be the best
thing for me unless a request to have my petition sealed so that
my ex-husband could not have access to it was granted. I’ve
come a long way in the healing process and getting away from
him and need to keep it that way. I just don’t know at this point,
what I am supposed to do... — Susan

Can one spouse request and obtain an annulment from
a marriage tribunal, without the other spouse being involved
or even aware of the process?

Procedural law makes for very dry and technical reading,
but that doesn’t mean it isn’t clear. The answer to this question
is actually found repeated in several different canons of the
code and yet some tribunals still manage somehow to get this
critical point wrong, with disastrous legal consequences. Let’s
take a look.

A declaration of the nullity (or not) of a marriage is the
end-result of a court procedure. There are two parties, the
plaintiff and the respondent, known in ecclesiastical Latin as
the actor and the conventus; a judge or a panel of judges; and
advocates for the parties. Externally it can sometimes look and
feel a lot like a trial in a civil court although here the substance
of the argument is sacramental/spiritual in nature, and so the
parallel can’t be pushed too far.
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Canon 1507 describes what is supposed to happen in any
contentious case, not just those dealing with marriage nullity:
when the plaintiff’s petition is admitted, the judge must
summon the other party (or parties) to court within 20 days.
The judge’s decree of summons must be conveyed immediately
to the respondent (c. 15088§1).

Needless to say, if all parties to a case have to be informed
about it within 20 days, that means that a spouse cannot be left
in the dark about a petition to declare his/her own marriage
null—because each spouse obviously has to be considered a
party to the case! But the law contains even more references to
the rights of the spouses to be made aware of the information
being considered in such a case.

Canon 1620 lists reasons why a court judgment is null,
“with an irremediable nullity.” One reason is that one of the
parties to the case was denied the right to defense (c. 1620
n. 7). So if a marriage tribunal accepted a petition for a
declaration of nullity of a marriage, and didn’t even tell one of
the spouses about it, that spouse plainly had no ability to muster
a defense. Note that the canon asserts that any such decision
issued by a marriage tribunal is not only an invalid decision,
but the invalidity of that decision is irremediable, i.e., there’s
no way to fix it. The only possible solution would be to throw
the entire case out and start over from the beginning, this time
of course involving the other spouse in the process.

There are mentions in several procedural canons of the
need for secrecy (cf. cc. 1455 and 1457, e.g.), which at first
glance might seem to contradict this. But when considered in
context, it is clear that this secrecy is to be maintained outside
of the courtroom, with third parties not with court officials,
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advocates, or parties to the case. It is only common sense to
prohibit a judge or advocate from chatting with his mother or
best friend about the private details of a case he’s working on!
So once again, this canon does not permit a spouse to be left in
the dark about his/her marriage case.

So what happens if a spouse has a history of violent
behavior? Is there any way to hide certain things from him/her
during annulment proceedings? The answer is yes, but only
partly, and only in very specific circumstances. The exception
is found in canon 1598§1, regarding publication of the acts.

“Publication of the acts” is a literal translation of a Latin
phrase commonly found in procedural law, but it can be
extremely misleading. In English it suggests that the court
makes all the documents of a case public, but as we’ve just
seen, outside of the court they’re supposed to be kept secret!
In fact, “publishing the acts” means that the tribunal makes
available to the parties and their advocates all the documents
pertaining to the case. This of course enables each side to
examine what was submitted as evidence by the other.

And canon 1598 §1 notes that to avoid “very serious
dangers,” a judge can decide that some part(s) of the
documentation are not to be shown to anyone. But the canon
immediately adds that the judge must nonetheless take care to
ensure that the right of defense always remains intact.

“Very serious dangers” is a strong term. Its use in this canon
indicates that documentation cannot be withheld from one party
simply because it’s somehow embarrassing or discomforting
to the other. There has to be a reasonable fear of actual
danger to someone or something, if the other party sees this
documentation! If a court declares that a marriage was null after



-27 -

such a violation, and the other party later learns of the decision,
it can and if the aggrieved party chooses to pursue the matter, it
will be overturned.

So the procedure in Susan’s case should now be clear. There
is no way to “have [her] petition sealed” as she describes,
because it would violate the rights of her ex-husband as a party
to the case. If there’s genuine reason to fear his reaction to
certain pieces of evidence, it may be possible for the tribunal
judge to withhold them; but the Church insists that all spouses
have the right to know about, and participate in, any case
involving the validity of their marriage.

NB. Discuss about the parish level and forane level programs
in connection with the Jubilee Year 2025.
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