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CASUS
September 2024

Investigating Alleged Eucharistic Miracles: Church
Procedures and Canonical Principles

In June 2023, during Sunday Mass at Saint Victor’s Parish in
Springfield, a remarkable event was reported. Several parishioners
claimed that during the Eucharistic consecration, the Host appeared to
transform into human flesh and blood. Father Michael Reynolds, the
presiding priest, alongside Sister Angela Marie and other witnesses,
observed the phenomenon. The local Church authorities subsequently
launched a formal investigation to assess the claims.

The Church’s Investigation Process

When confronted with claims of Eucharistic miracles, the Catholic
Church follows a methodical process, ensuring any supernatural
occurrences align with both doctrine and scientific validation. The
procedures have been recently reinforced by the Vatican’s “Norms for
Proceeding in the Discernment of Alleged Supernatural Phenomena,”
published by the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith on May 17,
2024. This document outlines the Church’s modern stance on handling
supernatural claims.

1. Initial Assessment: The investigation begins with the local bishop,
who evaluates whether the claim warrants further review. In the
case of Saint Victor’s Parish, Bishop Thomas Harrington gathered
testimonies from Father Reynolds, Sister Angela Marie, and
witnesses. The bishop appoints a preliminary committee to assess
whether there is enough evidence to pursue a formal investigation.

2. Formation of the Investigation Committee: Should the claim seem
credible, a formal committee of theologians and medical experts
is assembled. The new Vatican guidelines emphasize that such
committees should include experts from both theological and
scientific fields to ensure a balanced evaluation. At Saint Victor’s,
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this team comprised theologians with expertise in the Real
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, alongside medical
professionals.

3. Scientific Examination: Central to the Church’s investigation is
the scientific analysis of the phenomenon. Medical experts are
tasked with determining if any biological material exists and
whether natural explanations can account for the event. This step
is critical in eliminating potential fraud or misinterpretation. The
updated Vatican norms stress the importance of thorough scientific
scrutiny before moving forward with any theological conclusions.

4.  Theological and Historical Review: Simultaneously, a theological
review is conducted to ensure that the event aligns with Catholic
teaching. The 2024 Vatican document reaffirms the significance
of consistency with the Church’s doctrine, particularly the Real
Presence in the Eucharist. The theological team also investigates
historical precedents for similar alleged miracles.

5. Final Report and Decision: After completing the investigation,
the committee presents its findings to the local bishop. Bishop
Harrington will then decide whether the alleged miracle can be
recognized, dismissed, or if further investigation is needed.

6.  Vatican Involvement: Ifthe case is deemed significant, particularly
one with global implications, it is referred to the Vatican’s Dicastery
for the Doctrine of the Faith and the Dicastery for Divine Worship
and the Discipline of the Sacraments. The Pope, exercising his
supreme authority under Canon 1404, may be involved in the
final determination.

Canonical Principles Guiding the Investigation

Canon Law provides a framework that guides the investigation
of supernatural phenomena, ensuring a balance between theological
discernment and pastoral care.
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Canon 383: The bishop is charged with safeguarding the faith in
his diocese, making him the primary figure in evaluating supernatural
claims.

Canon 1371: This canon protects the faithful from scandal,
emphasizing the importance of thoroughly vetting miraculous claims to
prevent the spread of false information.

Canon 1404: The Pope holds ultimate authority in matters of
faith, and his intervention may be required in particularly significant cases.

Canonical and Procedural Implications

The investigation at Saint Victor’s Parish highlights the Church’s
careful approach to balancing faith and reason. The emphasis on
scientific evidence, combined with rigorous theological analysis, reflects
the Church’s commitment to protecting the integrity of its teachings.
The 2024 Vatican norms ensure that supernatural claims are handled
with an appropriate blend of skepticism and openness. The Church
remains open to the possibility of supernatural occurrences but takes
great care to avoid sensationalism. Investigations are intended to protect
the faith, ensuring that any validated miracles serve as genuine
manifestations of divine grace.

1. Whatrole does scientific investigation play in the Church’s
verification of alleged Eucharistic miracles, and how does it interact
with theological review?

2. How do the responsibilities of the local bishop, as outlined in
Canon Law, shape the investigation of supernatural claims within
a diocese?

3.  In what circumstances might the Vatican intervene in the
investigation of an alleged miracle, and how does this reflect the
universal authority of the Pope in matters of faith?

Refer: Norms For Proceeding In The Discernment of Alleged
Supernatural Phenomena (17 May 2024)
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