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NOTIFICATION - 102
ORDO - 2025
Dear Rev. Fathers,

In view of updating our personal details in ORDO 2025, if
there is any correction, change, addition, etc. in your personal details
(Mobile Number, Email Id, Academic achievements, etc.), please
inform the Archdiocesan Curia in writing before 30™ September 2024.

03.08.2024 Chancellor
Verapoly
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CASUS
August 2024

St. John Paul IT said: “What is needed today is a Church which
knows how to respond to the expectations of young people. Jesus
wants to enter into dialogue with them and, through his body which is
the Church, to propose the possibility of a choice which will require a
commitment of their lives. As Jesus with the disciples of Emmaus, so
the Church must become the traveling companion of young people ...”
(Pope John Paul I, World Youth Day 1995, Philippines). The Church
must become the traveling companion of young people - and that’s
what we mean by youth ministry. During the adolescent period of
transition from childhood to adulthood, adolescents benefit from support
systems that encourage and challenge them. Youth Ministry seeks to
draw young people into the supportive experience of a Catholic
Community. As our Archdiocese is observing the "Year of Youth 2024",
the following questions and answers will help us to understand the
relevance of youth ministry in our present context.

What is the role of a Pastor in the formation of youth?

Can. 528 §1. A pastor is obliged to make provision so that the
word of God is proclaimed in its entirety to those living in the parish; for
this reason, he is to take care that the lay members of the Christian
faithful are instructed in the truths of the faith, especially by giving a
homily on Sundays and holy days of obligation and by offering
catechetical instruction. He is to foster works through which the spirit
of'the gospel is promoted, even in what pertains to social justice. He is
to have particular care for the Catholic education of children
and youth. He is to make every effort, even with the collaboration of
the Christian faithful, so that the message of the gospel comes also to
those who have ceased the practice of their religion or do not profess
the true faith.
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1. What does the Canon Law say regarding the right and duty
of the Church in the formation of youth?

Can. 794 §1. The duty and right of educating belongs in a special
way to the Church, to which has been divinely entrusted the mission of
assisting persons so that they are able to reach the fullness of the
Christian life.

§2. Pastors of souls have the duty of arranging everything so that
all the faithful have a Catholic education.

2. What should be the goals of formation of children and youth?

Can. 795 Since true education must strive for complete formation
of the human person that looks to his or her final end as well as to the
common good of societies, children and youth are to be nurtured in
such a way that they are able to develop their physical, moral, and
intellectual talents harmoniously, acquire a more perfect sense of
responsibility and right use of freedom, and are formed to participate
actively in social life.

3. What should be the components of youth ministry?

There are eight components of youth ministry: Advocacy,
Catechesis, Community Life, Evangelization, Justice & Service,
Leadership Development, Pastoral Care, and Prayer and Worship.
Comprehensive youth ministry provides an approach that integrates
the eight components into a framework of support, while encouraging
creativity in developing programs, activities, and strategies.

A. Advocacy

Advocacy includes interpreting the needs of youth and their
families, especially the social problems facing them as well as acting
with or on their behalf for a change in the systems which create or
contribute to the social problems. Advocacy is about giving young people
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a voice and empowering them to address the social problems that
they face.

B. Catechesis

The ministry of catechesis helps adolescents develop a deeper
relationship with Jesus Christ and the Christian community, and increase
knowledge of the core content of the Catholic faith. Effective catechesis
helps young people enrich and expand their understanding of the
Scriptures and the sacred tradition and their application to life today,
and live more faithfully as disciples of Jesus Christ in their daily lives,
especially through a life of prayer, justice, and loving service. Genuine
faith is a total response of the whole person—mind, heart, and will.
The ministry of catechesis fosters growth in Catholic faith in all three
dimensions—trusting (heart), knowing and believing (mind), and doing
(will). Adolescent catechesis is at the heart of comprehensive youth
ministry. The goal should be to have all Catholic youth involved in some
program of catechesis.

C. Community Life

Creating an environment which nurtures meaningful relationships
among youth and between youth and adults characterized by Gospel
values (e.g. acceptance of all people, trust, respect, cooperation,
honesty, taking responsibility, willingness to serve); helping young people
feel like a valued part of the church community; providing opportunities
for social interaction and meaningful participation in the life of the church
and civic community.

D. Evangelization

Proclaiming through word and witness the Good News of the
Gospel to youth who have not yet heard or seen it and inviting them
into a relationship with Jesus Christ and the community of believers;
ongoing witness of the faith community as it attempts to live out the
Gospel with such authenticity that the faith of all the members is sustained
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and nourished. Evangelization is the energizing core of all the components
of youth ministry.

E. Justice, Peace, and Service

Guiding young people in the development of a social
consciousness and a commitment to a life of justice and service grounded
in their faith in Jesus Christ, in the scriptures and in Catholic social
teaching; empowering young people (and their families) to work for
justice by concrete efforts to address the causes of human suffering, to
serve those in need, to pursue peace, and to defend the life, dignity,
and rights of all people; infusing the concepts of justice and peace into
all youth ministry efforts.

F. Leadership Development

Recruiting, training, and supporting youth and adult leaders in
youth ministry; empowering youth for leadership and ministry with their
peers, in their schools, and in the church and civic community; developing
a leadership team of youth and adults to organize and coordinate a
ministry with youth; partnering with parents and families in promoting
positive youth development and faith growth.

G. Pastoral Care

Promoting positive youth and family development through a variety
of preventive strategies (e.g., developing life skills and parenting skills);
caring for youth and families in crisis through support, counseling, and
referral to appropriate community agencies; and providing guidance as
youth face life decisions and make moral choices.

H. Prayer and Worship

Assisting young people in deepening their relationship with Jesus
through spiritual development and a personal prayer life; providing a
variety of communal prayer and worship experiences with youth to
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deepen and celebrate their relationship with Jesus in a caring Christian
community; involving young people in the sacramental life of the Church.

4.  How do you evaluate the present youth ministry in our
Archdiocese?
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