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NOTIFICATION - 6

The following Rev. Brothers of the Archdiocese of Verapoly
were ordained Deacons by His Grace the Archbishop Joseph
Kalathiparambil at St. Francis Assisi Cathedral, Ernakulam on
8" April 2024.

1. Rev. Bro. Jatin Joy Erandathara
2. Rev. Bro. Mixon Raphael Puthenparambil

Ernakulam Chancellor
11-04-2024 Archdiocese of Verapoly
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NOTIFICATION - 7
APPOINTMENTS

Rev. Fr. Albin Thomas Tharayil OCD

Asst. Parish Priest

Basilica of Our Lady of Mount Carmel & St. Joseph
Varappuzha - 683 517.

DISTRICT DIRECTORS OF
COMMISSION FOR CATECHETICS

I ForaNE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Azure Alex Panakkal
Asst. Parish Priest

St. Francis Assisi Cathedral

Ernakulam, Cochin - 682 031

II ForANE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. George Tinku Punnakkattussery
Asst. Parish Priest
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, Kothad - 682 027.

III FOorRANE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. Sebi Victor Thundiparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, Little Flower Church,
Pottakuzhy, N. Kaloor - 682 017.

IV FORANE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. Rinoy Xavier Kalapurakkal
Asst. Parish Priest

St. Mary Magdalene’s Church
Moothedom, Maradu - 682 304.
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V FORANE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. Dominic Kanappilly
Parish Priest, Lourde Matha Church
Thevakkal, Cochin - 682 021

VI FoRANE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. Rinoy Thomas Nedumparambil IVDei
Asst. Parish Priest

St. Anne’s Church, Thottakattukara

Alwaye - 683 108.

VII ForANE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. Jobin Panikulam
Priest in Charge
St. Antony’s Church, Chirayam-682032

VIII ForRANE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. Lipin Jose Kooliyath

Asst. Parish Priest

St. George’s Church

Vadel, Nayarambalam P.O.- 682 509.

Chancellor
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CASUS
APRIL 2024

Q:  John and Mary have been living together for 10 years. They
have two children and consider themselves married in the eyes
of God and their community. However, their marriage ceremony
ten years ago was witnessed only by a close friend, not by two
official witnesses as required by Canon Law. John and Mary
were young and unaware of this formality at the time. Now, they
would like their marriage to be recognized by the Church and
are wondering what steps they need to take. Does John and
Mary’s marriage require simple convalidation or radical sanation
according to Canon Law 1983?

Canon law provides two methods for the validation of invalid
marriages: simple convalidation and radical sanation. Validation of a
marriage, like making one’s consent for the first time, is serious. The pastoral
minister is to be assured that the validation is being done for the right
reason. Ifa couple is not validating their marriage in order to have a marriage
as the Church understands marriage, the couple should first receive pastoral
counseling. The use of either form of validation will depend upon the
circumstances of each couple. The priest must spend time getting to know
the couple and their circumstances before deciding how to validate the
marriage.

Simple Convalidations
The first method, simple convalidation, (canons 1156-1160) requires:

that the participating parties be aware that their present marriage
isinvalid,
be aware of why the marriage is invalid, and

give consent which is something other than a mere affirmation
of the first and original consent.
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Experience strongly suggests that many convalidation ceremonies are, in
fact, invalid and actually fail to validate the marriage. This happens because
the participating parties either fail to believe that the marriage, prior to
the convalidation ceremony, is invalid, or fail, during the convalidation
ceremony, to give the required new consent. The convalidation may
also be invalid if it is presented to them as simply a Church “blessing” of
their first vows. Given these difficulties, it is at times, advisable to consider
using radical sanation.

The second method for the validation of an invalid marriage is radical
sanation (canons 1161-1165). Radical sanation is an act of a competent
authority which removes the obstacle(s) impeding the consent of the
parties from having its natural effects. With this removal the marriage
becomes valid from the moment of the elimination of the obstacle(s), and
not retroactively to the moment in which the consent was given —this is
impossible. The past cannot be changed. The marriage was initially either
valid or invalid. However, by a fiction of law the effects of the marriage are
considered to exist from the moment of the consent.

Radical sanation, unlike simple convalidation, does not require the parties
to renew consent ceremonially, or to be knowledgeable of the fact or cause
of the marital invalidity. It is a decree issued by the competent Church
authority and includes, if pertinent, a dispensation from certain
impediments, as well as from canonical form. It validates the marriage
from the moment the favor is granted by the competent authority.

Radical Sanation
There are generally two occasions when a radical sanation is requested:

When there has been an invalidating defect in an attempted Catholic
ceremony (failure to acquire delegation or a dispensation from
disparity of cult, etc.); or

When a couple has married civilly and for appropriate pastoral
reasons the original marriage ceremony should be recognized.
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A Radical sanation

can be granted with or without the parties being aware of the fact
that it is being granted,

can be granted as long as true, effective consent has already been
given by both parties,

if one or the other, or both, have not given marital consent or have
revoked consent, the sanation cannot be granted. Marital consent
can only be given by the parties themselves; Church authority cannot
supplyit.
A diocesan bishop, as well as others to whom the diocesan bishop grants
the delegated faculty, may validly grant radical sanations in response to
individual requests, except regarding marriages which are invalid due to
the following impediments, in which case, only the Holy See is
competent to sanate: 1. sacred orders (canon 1078 §2) 2. public perpetual
vow of chastity in a religious institute of pontifical right (canon 1078 §2) 3.
crime (canon 1078 §2) 4. prior bond (canon 1165 §2)

Ifeither party is aware of the sanation, the ordinary conditions required
for mixed marriage (canon 1125) apply to the granting of a sanation:

the Catholic party declares his or her desire to continue the practice
of'the faith,

the Catholic party promises to do everything possible to have all the
children baptized and raised as Catholics, the non-Catholic party is
informed of the Catholic declaration and promise, and

both parties are instructed on the essential ends and properties of
marriage.

Following the usual pre-nuptial investigation and gathering of the pertinent
documentation, the petition for a radical sanation takes the form of a
letter from a priest only and directed to the competent authority. It should
include the pertinent facts of the case, the reasons why the marriage is
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invalid, and the reasons why the sanation is being requested. There must
be assurance that the marital consent still exists on the part of both
parties and is free of defects. All original documents collected should be
retained in the marriage file; COPIES (and only copies) of the following
documents must accompany the petition letter:

1. completed bride/groom form; 2. marriage certificate, 3. recently
issued certificate of baptism or profession of faith of the Catholic party,
and, 4. if applicable, final tribunal letter(s)/decree(s) affirming one’s freedom

to marry.

In John and Mary’s case, their marriage would likely require simple
convalidation according to Canon Law 1983.

Defect in Form: The issue with their marriage lies in the lack of proper
witnesses. Canon Law (can. 1108) requires the presence of two witnesses
and the Ordinary (usually the local bishop) or a priest and two witnesses
for a valid marriage ceremony.

Valid Consent: The scenario suggests they exchanged vows and intended
to enter a lifelong marriage covenant. This implies they had valid consent, a
crucial element for a valid marriage.

Simple Convalidation: Since the defect lies only in the lack of proper
witnesses, which is a formality, simple convalidation would be the appropriate
course of action. This process involves renewing their marital consent in the
presence of the Ordinary (or a delegated priest), two official witnesses,
and possibly a pastoral minister.

Radical Sanation (Not Applicable): Radical sanation is used for more
substantial issues like impediments (e.g., underage, existing marriage) or
lack of consent at the time of the ceremony. Since John and Mary seemingly
had valid consent, radical sanation wouldn’t be necessary.

By undergoing simple convalidation, John and Mary’s marriage would be
recognized as valid by the Church, with all the canonical effects of a
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sacramental marriage. They would likely need to contact their local parish
priest to initiate the process of simple convalidation.

Questions:
1. Whatsteps are involved in obtaining simple convalidation?

2. Whatarethe various impediments that can be dispensed with through
radical sanation?

3. Whatare the pastoral considerations for a priest who encounters a
couple seeking convalidation or sanation of their marriage?
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