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CIRCULAR - 6
The Chrism Mass

Dear Rev. Fathers,

The Liturgy recommends that the Mass of the Chrism
concelebrated by the Bishop and his priests, should be manifestation of
the fellowship of the priests with their Bishop. In order to show the
unity of the presbyterium it is recommended that as many priests as
possible of our Archdiocese participate in the Concelebrated Mass of
the Chrism at 7.30 am in our St. Francis Assisi Cathedral on Maundy
Thursday, March 28, 2024.

Yours devotedly in Christ Jesus,

Ermakulam X Joseph Kalathiparambil
28.01.2024 Archbishop of Verapoly
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CIRCULAR - 7
Devotion to St. Joseph

Dear Rev. Fathers,

As St. Joseph is the Patron of the Universal Church and also
the special Patron of our Archdiocese according to the Rescript of
Pope Leo XIII, dated April 1, 1888 his Feast must be celebrated as
Solemnity.

The highly fruitful devotion to St. Joseph, which has been a
special feature of our people from ancient times, has to be kept up with
increasing fervour, especially in these days of spiritual aridity and

disruption of family life.
I would therefore direct as follows:-

1. The feast should be solemnly celebrated with High Mass,
Sermon etc.

2. Wherever possible, a treat to the poor should be arranged.

With cordial blessings,

Emakulam  Joseph Kalathiparambil
28.01.2024 Archbishop of Verapoly
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NOTIFICATION-5

Dear Rev. Fathers /Sisters,

The Archdiocesan Curia will remain closed during the Holy
Week, 2024 March 25-31. The Reverend Parish Priests are kindly
requested to inform the people about it. No petitions shall be accepted
during these days.

Ermakulam Chancellor
28.01.2024 Archdiocese of Verapoly
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NOTIFICATION -5

TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS
31 January & 4 February 2024

Rev. Fr. Abi Francis Durom
Asst. Parish Priest
St. James Church, Cheranellur 682 034

Rev. Fr. Albert George Xavier Kattukandathil
Asst. Parish Priest
Infant Jesus Church, EKM, Cochin 682031

Rev. Fr. Allphin Antony Kochuveettil
Asst. Parish Priest
St. Jude Thaddeus Church, Ettekar, Edathala - 683 564.

Rev. Fr. Antony Francis Manaparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Joseph’s Church,
Vadakekottavathil, Tripunithura - 682 301.

Rev. Fr. Colin Pulickal

Assistant Procurator , Archdiocese of Verapoly
Latin Archbishop’s House

Post Box No. 2581, Cochin - 682 031.

Residence :
Holy Angles’ Institute and Estate,
Kalamassery - 682 022.

Rev. Fr. Ebin Vivera Thekkekanissery
Asst. Parish Priest

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Valappu, Ochanthuruth - 682 508.



10.

I1.

13.

14.

15.
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Rev. Fr. Edison Joseph Villanassery
Asst. Parish Priest , Holy Family Church
Perumpilly, Narakkal P.O.- 682 505.

Rev. Fr. George Tinku Punnakkattussery
Asst. Parish Priest
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, Kothad - 682 027.

Rev. Fr. Jilu Jose Mulloor
Asst. Parish Priest, St. John the Baptist Church
Palarivattom, Cochin - 682 025

Rev. Fr. Joseph Tony Karvalio Muringanath
Asst. Parish Priest, St. George’s Church
Perumanoor, Cochin - 682 016.

Rev. Fr. Karel Joice Kalathiparambil

Asst. Parish Priest

National Shrine Basilica of Our Lady of Ransom,
Vallarpadom, Cochin - 682 504

Rev. Fr. Lithin Jose Nedumparambil
Priest in Charge
St. Joseph’s Church, Kadamakkudy 682 027

Rev. Fr. Lipin Jose Kooliyath
Asst. Parish Priest, St. George’s Church
Vadel, Nayarambalam P.O.- 682 509

Rev. Fr. Martin Garrison Paiva Palliparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Antony’s Church
Vaduthala, Cochin - 682 023.



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.
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Rev. Fr. Nijin Joseph Kattiparambil

Asst. Parish Priest

Our Lady of Tmmaculate Conception Church
Koratty - 680 309.

Rev. Fr. Raphael Stinil Chanassery
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Raphael’s Church
Thykoodom, Cochin - 682 019

Rev. Fr. Renil Thomas Ittikkunnath
Asst. Parish Priest
St. Ambrose Church, Edavanakad - 682 502.

Rev. Fr. Rinoy Xavier Kalapurakkal
Asst.Parish Priest, St. Mary Magdalene’s Church
Moothedom, Maradu - 682 304

Rev. Fr. Roshan Raphael Neissery
Asst. Parish Priest, St. George’s Church
Karthedom, Malipuram P.O- 682 511.

Rev. Fr. Sebi Victor Thundiparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, Little Flower Church,
Pottakuzhy, N. Kaloor - 682 017

Rev. Fr. Shamil Joseph Thykkoottathil
Asst. Parish Priest, Holy Family Church.
S. Chittoor, Cochin - 682 027.

& Asst. Director, Navadarsan

Rev. Fr. Sibin Josy Nellissery
Asst. Director , Navajeevan Animation Centre
Thottuva- 683544
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30.

31.
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Rev. Fr. Sinu Cleetus Chamminikodath
Asst. Parish Priest, Mount Carmel Church
Chathiath, Cochin - 682 012.

Rev. Fr. Sunil Mudavassery
Asst. Parish Priest, Cruz Milagris Church
Kurisinkal, Ochanthuruth - 682 508.

Rev. Fr. Sujith Stanly Naduvilaveettil
Asst. Parish Priest

St. Philomena’s Church & St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara Shrine

Koonammavu - 683 518

Rev. Fr. William Charles Thaikkoottathil
Asst. Parish Priest, Our Lady of Mercy Church
Ponnarimangalam, Cochin - 682 504.

Rev. Fr. Savio Antony Thekkepadath

Asst. Parish Priest

National Shrine Basilica of Our Lady of Ransom,
Vallarpadom, Cochin - 682 504

Rev. Fr. Sobin Stanlin Pallath
Asst. Parish Priest, Mount Carmel Church
Chathiath, Cochin - 682 012.

Rev. Fr. Ashish Augustin Thundiparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Michael’s Church
Chembumukku, Kakkanad, Thrikkakara P.O.,
Cochin - 682 021.

Rev. Fr. Jixon Johny Cheriyil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Francis Xavier’s Church
Kaloor, Cochin - 682017
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38.

39.
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Rev. Fr. Nivin Nixon Puthukkada
Vice Rector, St. Joseph’s Minor Seminary
South Kalamassery, University P.O., Pin- 682 022.

Rev. Fr. Sonu Ambrose Ithithara
Asst. Director, Lourdes Hospital
Pachalam, Cochin - 682 012.

Rev. Fr. Merton D’Silva Malieckal
Santhwana Mission

Rev. Fr. John Christopher Vadassery
Parish Priest, St. Sebastian’s Church
Bolghatty, Cochin - 682 504.

Rev. Fr. Prince Xavier Kannothuparambil
Priest in Charge
Sacred Heart Church, Mudical - 683 542.

Rev. Fr. Jolly John Odathackal

Studies

Residence : Holy Angles’ Institute and Estate,
Kalamassery - 682 022.

Rev. Fr. Philip Thaiparambil
Priest in Charge, Sacred Heart Church
Kristunagar, NAD, Aluva—683563.

Rev. Fr. Sebastian George Adichiyil
Spiritual Director

St. Maximilian Kolbe Seminary
University P.O., Kalamassery - 682 022.
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46.
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Rev. Fr. Manuel Kuthukatt
Priest in Charge, Queen of Rosary Church,
Elamkunnappuzha - 682 505.

Rev. Fr. Jenin Antony Marottiparambil
Administrator, Assisi Vidyaniketan Public School,
Perumpilly - 682 505.

Rev. Fr. George Joseph Thoundayil
Director, Aswas Counselling Centre
IstFloor, Ashis Building,

Marine Drive, Kochi-682031

Residence : Mount Carmel Church, Chathiath

Rev. Fr. Lijo Peter Kannoth
Priest in Residence

Christ the King Church

Christ Nagar, Varapuzha - 683 517.

Rev. Fr. Augustine Baiju Kuttickal
Parish Priest, Our Lady of Dolours Church
Manjaly, Mannam P.O., North Paravur - 683 520

Rev. Fr. Sebastian Sony Kalathil
Parish Priest, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Udayamperur - 682 307

Rev. Fr. Antony Vibin Xavier Velikkakath
Studies,

Parrocchia di S. Paolo della Croce

Via Poggio Verde, 319-00148

Roma, Italy
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48.

49.

50.
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Rev. Fr. Joseph Sangeeth Adichiyil
Diocese of Gallup, 503 W. Highway 66
Gallup, NM 87301, PO Box 1338, USA

Rev. Fr. Jose Dominic Chooreparambil
Director, St. Joseph’s Boy’s Hostel
Koonammavu, Varapuzha - 683 518.

Rev. Fr. Christy Joseph Thykkattu SDB
(20th January - 20th May 2024)

Asst. Parish Priest

St. John the Baptist Church

Palarivattom, Cochin - 682 025

Rev. Fr. Agnel George OSMdL
Special Pastoral Assistance

St. Joseph’s Church

Neerikode - 683 511.

Chancellor



-73-

CASUS
FEBRUARY 2024

Q. Our Parish is a well known pilgrim centre where thousands of

pilgrims come together to ask the intercession of our Heavenly
Patron St. Jude and to worship the Lord. Can a pilgrim centre

be called as a Diocesan Shrine by the very fact of mass gathering

for Divine worship?

I.  According to Can. 1230 it is only with the approval of the
local ordinary a Church can be called as a Diocesan Shrine. Can.
1232 §1, says the local ordinary is competent to approve the statutes

of'a diocesan shrine; the conference of bishops for the statutes of a

national shrine; the Holy See alone for the statutes of an international
shrine. And there should be statutes in each Diocesan Shrine determining
its purpose, the authority of the rector, and the ownership and

administration of goods.

II. Basic Criteria for the Establishment of a Diocesan Shrine

I.
2.
3.

It must be a Church intended for divine worship (Can. 1214).
It must be a place of historical significance.

It must be a place where there is extraordinary devotion to
God, to our Lord Jesus Christ, patron saint of the Church or
to another saint.

It must be a site of pilgrimage. The place must be frequented
by pilgrims, not only by the parishioners but also from other
parts of the diocese and the nearby dioceses.

It must have the proven capacity to accommodate a large
number of pilgrims.



6.
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It must have the existence of a special social dimension of the
devotion of the place, that is, a social action program that
promotes the full human development of people.

It must be located at a place which has significant distance
from an already existing diocesan shrine. No shrine will be
established within the same vicariate.

III. Liturgical Requirements

1.

It should be a center for worthy and exemplary celebrations
of the liturgy, especially celebrations of the Eucharist and
penance (Can. 1234).

The sacrament of Confession should be available to the
pilgrims all the time or at least during the day of devotion to
the Shrine. Thus, there must be enough confessionals in the
premises of the Shrine.

Those who administer the place are encouraged to develop
and utilize some form of common prayer, such as the liturgy
of the hours and celebrations of the Word of God (SC 35,4).

Liturgical and devotional celebrations should faithfully
observe their respective norms and promote the active
participation of the Christian faithful, with due consideration
for associations that have been approved by the Church.

The various elements required for liturgical celebrations
(alter, ambo, presidential chair) should be situated according
to the requirements of the reformed liturgy (cf. GIRM,
295-318).

Great care must be given to the observance of the principal
celebrations of the liturgical year and to the ministry of
preaching, both in liturgical homilies and in connection with
popular devotions.
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7. Asufficient number of liturgical ministers should be available

to provide adequate pastoral care of pilgrims, especially for
various language groups.

To enhance active participation of the entire assembly of the
faithful, liturgical worship should be accompanied by sacred
music which “adds delight to prayer, fosters unity of minds,
or confers greater solemnity upon the sacred rites”. (SC 112).

IV. Statute of the Proposed Shrine

Churches and sacred places applying to be Diocesan Shrines,
must submit their statutes to be approved by the Bishop.
“The statutes are to determine especially the purpose, the authority
of the rector, and the ownership and administration of goods” (Can.

1232, §2).
V.  Procedures
Parish:
1. Application for the designation as a shrine may be initiated

by the parishpriest.

Prepare the following documents: a. Application Letter signed

by the Parish Priest. b. Resolution of the Parish Pastoral
Council. c. Statutes of the proposed shrine (Can. 1232, §2).
d. Pastoral activities and schedule of liturgical services.
e. Documents showing the ownership and administration of
its site, building and other properties, that clearly follows both
the ecclesiastical and civil laws. f. Documentations (history,
testimonies, pictures, etc.) that show the extraordinary
devotion to the saint.

Vicariate :

1.

The vicariate submits a resolution, containing the signatures
of all the priests, recommending to the Bishop the designation
of the Church as a Diocesan Shrine.
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2. The Vicar Forane gives his written opinion on the proposal.

3. The Episcopal Vicar of the district gives his written
recommendation of the proposal.

Diocese:

1. The Diocesan Commission on Liturgy studies and evaluates
the proposal.

2. Ocular inspection by the Bishop or by his representative.

3. The proposal is submitted to the Presbyteral Council for
consultation (cf. Statutes, Presbyteral Council,).

3. Approval of the proposal by the Bishop. If not done the
procedures the Parish Priests of pilgrim centers are obliged
to initiate the procedures and supposed to submit to the Local
Ordinary for its approval.

1. How many officially declared Diocesan Shrines do we have
in our Archdiocese?

2. Since there are incidents of stealing the Body of Christ for
sacrileges purpose, what all safety measures can be taken
by the Rectors of the Pilgrim centers ?
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