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NOTIFICATION -9
GST (GOODS AND SERVICE TAX)

As per GST rules, if agregate turnover exceeds Rs. 20 Lakhs
in a year - then Registration under GST is to be taken. Turn over
means receipts from religious services, rent, sales etc.

Aggregate Turnover means Total of Taxable & Non Taxable
Turnover.

Earlier, rent from Parish Hall inside church compound was
exempted under Service Tax & Luxuary Tax. Now there is no
service tax or luxuary tax. Only GST rules are applicable.

If there is exempted turnover only, then registration is not
required. But if there is taxable turnover also and aggregate exceeds
Rs. 20 Lakhs, then registration is to be taken.

Exemptions from GST:
Religious Services

Parish hall rent inside church premises, if rate of rent is below
Rs. 10,000.

Renting of rooms inside church premises, if the rate of rent is
below Rs. 1,000 per day.

Renting of shops or other spaces for business or commerce, if
the charges are less than Rs. 10,000 per month.

Sale of printed books.

Rate of GST is 18% on rent. For sales, the rate depends on
product. GST can be collected from parties and to be remitted to
Govt every month. GST paid on purchase can be deducted from
GST payable.
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If GST registration is taken, any contract for work given shall
be to a Registered Person only.

All payments for Printing charges, rent, advertisement charges,
professional charges etc only to a GST registered person only. All
purchases has to be from registered dealer only. Small payments
totaling to Rs. 5,000 per day can be to an unregistered persons.

Payment of Salary, wages etc are outside the perview of GST.
For more details please contact :

K.T.Antony

Chartered Accountant,

Morning Star Building, Kacheripady, Ernakulam
Ph. (O) 2393453 (R) 2430392

K.T.Antony (M) 9895025337

Tarun Thomas ( M) 8089135219

05.08.2017 Chancellor
Verapoly
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NOTIFICATION -10

ORDO
Dear Rev. Fathers,

In view of updating our personal details in ORDO 2018, if
there is any correction, change, addition, etc. in your personal details
( Mobile Number, Email Id, Academic achievements, etc.), please
inform the Archdiocesan Curia in writing before 15" September
2017.

05.08.2017 Chancellor
Verapoly
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CASUS
AUGUST 2017

Vicar forane, also called the Dean or Archpriest; is a priest in
charge of vicariate forane, which is a grouping of parishes in a
diocese in territorial proximity (can. 553). In the Eastern churches
sui juris, this office is called a protopresbyter (CCEO, can. 276).
The understanding of the Vicar forane in the 1983 CIC (cc. 553-
555) is substantially different and significant. Any priest, irrespective
of any office he holds or of residence, can be nominated as Vicar
forane. The diocesan bishop freely confers the office of the Vicar
forane on the suitable priest. The Vicar forane must be provided
with all the necessary infra structural facilities to coordinate the
common pastoral activities of the parishes. In particular, there must
be a vicariate center with adequate staff and other resources.

The role of the Vicar forane is conceived as rendering
assistance on behalf of the bishop to the parish priests and other
clerics engaged in the pastoral care in a particular area, rather than
being an intermediate authority or instance between them and the
bishop or the diocesan curia. The authority exercised by the Vicar
forane is ordinary, since it belongs to the office by law, and vicarious
since it is exercised in the name of the diocesan bishop. Vicars forane
are not necessarily Episcopal vicars, although a diocesan bishop
could name them as such and delegate his powers according to law.

Although the qualifications, the terms of office and removal
ofthe Vicar forane is defined clearly (Can. 554), the most important
criterion mentioned is that the Vicar forane should be a priest.

In Canon 555, the CIC defines four general areas of rights
and duties of the Vicar forane as Promotion and coordination of
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common pastoral activity, Supervision of Clergy, Supervision of

Liturgical and temporal Administration, Visitation of the parishes

in the Vicariate etc., and leaves the rest to particular laws or directives

of the diocesan bishop.

Questions

1.

Who is a Vicar forane and what are his qualifications?
See Canon 554, §1

The 2004 Directory for Bishop’s has added the following
requirements:

He must be resident in the vicariate, preferably one entrusted
with the care of souls;

Must have earned the esteem of both priests and faithful for
his prudence and doctrine, his piety and apostolic seal;

Must merit the bishop’s confidence, so that when necessary
the bishop can delegate faculties to him;

Must possess sufficient gifts of leadership and team work (A4S,
n. 218,=Apostolorum Successores: Directory for the Pastoral
Ministry of Bishops, Congregation for Bishops, February 22,
2004).

Do you know about the term of office and removal of
Vicar foranes?

(See Canon 554, §§ 2-3)

What do you mean by ordinary power and vicarious
power?

Elucidate the faculties, duties, and rights of the Vicar
foranes?

(See Canon 555)
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The Vicar forane is to be concerned about the welfare of the

clergy in his vicariate. By his role of leadership and own example,

he has to supervise the lifestyle and ministry of the clerics. In

particular, the following are important:

1.

To see that the clerics of his vicariate lead a life in keeping
with their state and perform their duties diligently;

To promote their continuing education by encouraging them
to attend lectures, theological meetings or conferences as
envisaged in can. 279;

To assist the presbyters in their spiritual needs by encouraging
days of recollection, attendance at retreats and other means;

To be concerned for those clerics who find themselves in more
difficult circumstances or are beset with problems;

To be especially solicitous towards those pastors who are
seriously ill or need social assistance by visiting them and
taking care of them;

To see that the funeral rites of deceased clerics are celebrated
worthily.

On behalf of the bishop the Vicar forane has a duty of vigilance

in his vicariate in the following:

1.

Liturgical functions, care of churches, celebration of the
sacramentals, custody of the blessed sacraments, maintenance
of ecclesiastical records especially of the sacraments;

On the occasion of illness or death of pastors, to guarantee
that the registers, documents, sacred furnishings, and other
things which belong to the parish are not lost or removed;

To check whether the parish registers are correctly entered
and duly safeguarded;
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To check whether acts and documents of the archives of the
parochial and other churches in his vicariate are diligently
preserved and inventories properly updated (Canons 491, §1;
535, §4);

To ensure that ecclesiastical properties are carefully
administered and that the presbytery and the attached offices
are maintained with proper care.

What are the faculties, rights and duties of the Vicar
foranes at present in our Archdiocese?
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