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CIRCULAR-21

ANNUAL RETREAT FOR PRIESTS
(July 16 - 28, 2017)

Dear Reverend Fathers,

The Annual Retreat for the priests of our Archdiocese will be
conducted in Ashirbhavan, Ernakulam, as usual in two sessions in
the order given below.

The first session of the retreat will begin in the evening
of July 16 to 21,2017 and the second in the evening of July 23
to July 28,2017. Rev. Fr. Joseph Puthenpurakal, OFM Cap. has
kindly consented to preach the retreat this year.

Please note your name in the list and in case there is a serious
reason for you to change from one batch to the other, please
inform Archdiocesan Curia latest by June 30, 2017.

The Rev. Parish Priests, who leave their parish for the
annual retreat, during their absence, shall entrust the care of the
parish either to the Assistant Priest, if there is one, or to the priests of
the neighbouring parish. I hereby grant necessary faculties to such
priests as far as they may need.

The Rev. Fathers may inform the faithful about the annual
retreat of the clergy and exhort them to pray for the sanctification
of their pastors and all the priests of the Archdiocese.

In accordance with Canon 958/2 the Mass intention books
are to be inspected by the Ordinary. Hence all the Rev. Fathers
are requested to present their Mass Diaries during the days of
retreat for examination. Rev. Fathers whose faculties for hearing
confessions expired are hereby reminded to get their faculties duly
extended without any break.

With cordial blessings,

Ernakulam % Joseph Kalathiparambil
15.05.2017 Archbishop of Verapoly
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ANNUAL RETREAT 2017

July 16 - 21
First Batch
1.  Msgr. Mathew Kallinkal
2. Msgr. Antony Kalathiveettil
3. Msgr. Cletus Parambaloth
4.  Msgr. Joseph Etturuthil
5. Msgr. Joseph Padiyaramparambil
6.  Msgr. Sebastian Luiz
7. Fr. Alex Kurisuparambil
8. Fr. Alphonse Panakal
9.  Fr. Anton Oliparambil
10. Fr. Antony Arackal (Sr.)
11. Fr. Antony Karippatt
12.  Fr. Antony Kocherry
13.  Fr. Antony Koppandussery
14.  Fr. Antony Lijo Odathakal
15.  Fr. Antony Shine Kattuparambil
16. Fr. Antony Thomas Thyparambil
17.  Fr. Antony Valumkal
18. Fr. Antony Vibin Xavier Velikkakath
19.  Fr. Augustine Roshan Kalloor
20. Fr. Augustine Shelbin Variath
21. Fr. Benson George Alappatt
22. Fr. Bijoy Augustine Marottickal
23.  Fr. Denny Mathew Peringat



24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31,
32.
33.
34,
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
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Fr. Denny Palackaparambil

Fr. Francis Dixon Fernandez

Fr. Francis Koikaranparambil

Fr. Francis Marottikaparambil

Fr. George Arackal

Fr. George Jobin Ourev

Fr. George Kalathiparambil

Fr. George Kuruppath

Fr. George Mangalath

Fr. Gino George Kadungamparambil
Fr. Jacob Baiju Ben Pashniparambil
Fr. James Shaiju Thoppil

Fr. Jayan Payyappilly

Fr. Jenin Antony Marottiparambil
Fr. Jenson Livera Ithithara

Fr. Jerome Chamminikodath

Fr. Jibin George Mathirappilly
Fr. Job Kundony

Fr. John Capistan Lopez

Fr. John Kanakassery

Fr. John Palliparambil

Fr. Johnson D’Cunha

Fr. Joji Kuthukatt

Fr. Jolly George Chackalackal
Fr. Jolly John Odathackal

Fr. Jose Dominic Chooreparambil



50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
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Fr. Jose Thannipilly

Fr. Josemon George Pazhanilath
Fr. Joseph Biju Kalloor

Fr. Joseph Biju Thattarassery
Fr. Joseph Chelat

Fr. Joseph Joshy Nedumparambil
Fr. Joseph Karikkassery

Fr. Joseph Panikkassery.

Fr. Joseph Sangeeth Adichiyil
Fr. Joseph Sherin Chemmayath
Fr. Joseph Thattarassery

Fr. Josy Joseph Kochappilly
Fr. Kurian Maraparambil

Fr. Manuel Lopez

Fr. Marydas Kochery

Fr. Mathew D’Cunha

Fr. Merton D’Silva Malieckal
Fr. Michael Thalakketty

Fr. Navin Thengapurackal

Fr. Norbin Pazhampilly

Fr. Patrick Elavunkal

Fr. Paul Nidhin Kuttissery

Fr. Paul Thundiyil

Fr. Paulson Simethy

Fr. Philip Thaiparambil

Fr. Prasad Jose Kannapilly



76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
&3.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
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Fr. Prince Xavier Kannothuparambil
Fr. Rajeev Jose Kainikat

Fr. Rinoy Joy Kalathiparambil

Fr. Sabu Nedunilath

Fr. Sebastian George Adichiyil

Fr. Sebastian Joby Aseethuparambil
Fr. Sebastian Karukappilly

Fr. Sebastian Oliparambil

Fr. Shinoj Raphael Arancherry

Fr. Sijo George Kurisummootil

Fr. Smijo George Kalathiparambil
Fr. Stephen Alathara

Fr. Thadeus Babu Vavakatt

Fr. Thomas Chinganthara

Fr. Thomas Pulickal

Fr. Thomas Shobin Kuttikkatt

Fr. Tijo Thomas Kolothumveettil
Fr. Titus Antony Kurisuveettil

Fr. Varghese Valiyaparambil

Fr. Vimal Francis Pandaraparambil
Fr. Vincent Naduvilaparambil

Fr. Vincent Variath

Fr. Xavier Sebastian Padiyaramparambil
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ANNUAL RETREAT 2017
July 23 - 28

Second Batch

A N A o
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Msgr. Mathew Elanjimattom
Msgr. Ambrose Arackal

Msgr. Joseph Thannikot

Fr. Alex Chinganthara

Fr. Aloysius Thaiparambil

Fr. Antony Anand Mannalil

Fr. Antony Arackal (Jr)

Fr. Antony Bibu Kadamparambil
Fr. Antony Cheriakadavil

Fr. Antony Dominic Figarado

. Fr. Antony Hashbin Kadamparambil

Fr. Antony Jibin Kaimaleth

. Fr. Antony John Puliparambil

Fr. Antony Mulloor

. Fr. Antony Raphael Komaranchath

Fr. Antony Thoppil
Fr. Antony Vellayil

. Fr. Augustine Baiju Kuttikkal

Fr. Augustine Isaac Kurisinkal

. Fr. Augustine Laiju Kandanattuthara
. Fr. Bevin Thomas Kalloor

. Fr. Binil Sebastian Palliparambil



23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
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Fr. Charles Lopez

Fr. Christy David Pathiala

Fr. Clement Valluvassery

Fr. Datson D’auravu Maliakal
Fr. Dominic Kanappilly

Fr. Douglas Pinheiro

Fr. Ebigin Arackal

Fr. Felix Chackalackal

Fr. Felix Chullickal

Fr. Fostin Fernandez Janmaparambil
Fr. Francis D’cruz

Fr. Francis D’Silva

Fr. Francis Glanson Aruja

Fr. Francis Peediekal

Fr. Francis Xavier Thannikaparambil
Fr. George Joseph Thoundayil
Fr. George Mathirapilly

Fr. George Sequeira

Fr. George Vettaparambil

Fr. Godfrey Kochappilly

Fr. Jacob Liju Mathirappilly
Fr. Jacob Pattarumadathil

Fr. JaisonVadassery

Fr. Jeen Felix Kattassery

Fr. Jiju Cleetus Thiyadi

Fr. Job Vazhakoottathil



49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
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Fr. Joby Alappatt

Fr. John Christopher Vadassery
Fr. Jolly Thappalodath

Fr. Joseph Antony Palliparambil
Fr. Joseph Binu Pandaraparambil
Fr. Joseph Collins Elenjikal

Fr. Joseph Joy Mathirappilly

Fr. Joseph Lixon Aswez

Fr. Joseph Oliparambil (Jr.)

Fr. Joseph Rajan Kizhavana

Fr. Joseph Thoppil

Fr. Joseph Vibin Choothamparambil

Fr. Judis Panakal

Fr. Justin Attullil

Fr. Lazer Sinto Thaiparambil
Fr. Leneesh Jose Manakil

Fr. Lijo George Thachuthara
Fr. Manoj Francis Marottickal
Fr. Manuel Kuthukatt

Fr. Martin Azhikkakath

Fr. Martin Thaiparambil

Fr. Mathew Jomson Thottunkal
Fr. Mathew Sojan Maliekal

Fr. Michael D’Cruz Arakal

Fr. Midhun Joseph Chemmayath
Fr. Paulson Kottiyath



75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
&9.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
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Fr. Peter Ambalathinkal

Fr. Peter Kochuveettil

Fr. Raphael Kalluveettil

Fr. Raymond Pallan

Fr. Rex Joseph Arakkaparambil
Fr. Robinson Panackal

Fr. Rockey Kollamparambil

Fr. Rockey Thengapurackal

Fr. Rony Joseph Manakil

Fr. Saju Antony Mundempilly
Fr. Sebastian Moonukoottungal
Fr. Sebastian Sony Kalathil

Fr. Sebastian Vattaparambil

Fr. Shine Pauly Kalathil

Fr. Sibi Choothamparambil

Fr. Sibi Varghese Thaiparambil
Fr. Stanley Mathirappilly

Fr. Varghese Sojan Thoppil

Fr. Xavier Kumbalaparambil
Fr. Xavier Sajan Padiyaramparambil
Fr. Yesudas Pazhampilly

Fr. Zacharias Pavanathara
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CASUS
JUNE - 2017

The Church prefers and earnestly recommends that the pious
custom of burying the bodies of deceased faithful, because it
manifests Christian faith in the resurrection and the dignity of the
body; but burial is not required. Cremation is not tolerated by the
Church if it is chosen for reasons which are not tolerated by the
Church if it is chosen for reasons which are contrary to Christian
reasons (cf. c¢. 1184, §1, 2°). The 1917 code had forbidden cremation
(CIC 1203; 1240, §1, 5°), but this was derogated in 1963 by an
instruction of the Holy Office which stated that the Church “never
opposed nor now opposes cremation under certain circumstances,
that is, whenever it is certain that it is done through innocent motives
and for grave reasons, especially of a public order” (See Piam et
Constantem, May 8, 1963, AAS 56 [1964] 822). No longer is it
necessary to have positive reasons for choosing cremation. Anyone
may choose cremation unless it is done for reasons contrary to
Christian teaching.

During these years of ours, the practice of cremation has
notably increased in many countries, but simultaneously new ideas
contrary to the Church’s faith have also become widespread. At this
juncture, having consulted the Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Discipline of the Sacraments, the Pontifical Council for
Legislative Texts and numerous Episcopal Conferences and Synods
of Bishops, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has
published a new Instruction, with the intention of underlining the
doctrinal and pastoral reasons for the preference of the burial of the
remains of the faithful and to set out norms pertaining to the
conservation of ashes in the case of cremation (See Instruction Ad
resurgendum cum Christo {To Rise with Christ} regarding the burial
of the deceased and the conservation of the ashes in the case of
cremation [August 15, 2016]). The instruction, approved by Pope
Francis on March 18 and dated August 15, was made public on
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October 25, 2016. Its twofold purpose is to emphasize “the doctrinal
and pastoral reasons for the preference of the burial of the remains
of the faithful and to set out norms pertaining to the conservation of
ashes in the case of cremation”.

1. Ifaperson is a manifest sinner or notoriously has requested
cremation can the person be given a Church funeral?

According to the provision of Canon 1184, §1, Church funeral
rites are to be denied to manifest sinners to whom a Church funeral
could not be granted without public scandal to faithful unless they
gave some signs of repentance before death. In case of doubt the
matter should be referred to the Local Ordinary.

Since the denial of a Church funeral to one of its members is
always a sensitive issue, one must bear in mind that the Church
funeral is primarily to pray for the spiritual support of the person
who has died, i.e. to plead for God’s mercy so that the person may
be admitted to the eternal life merited by the death and resurrection
of Christ; and also to honor the dead body which had been a temple
of the Holy Spirit by reason of baptism; and to bring to the living
the comfort of Christian hope which carries the certainty of reunion
in eternal life.

2. Is it permissible for a person to be cremated? If so, is it
necessary to obtain permission from the Local Ordinary?

According to the provision of Canons 1176, §3 the Church
earnestly recommends that the pious custom of burial be retained:
but it does not forbid cremation, unless this is chosen for reasons
which are contrary to Christian teaching (See Cannon 1184, §1, 2°).
It is not necessary to obtain the permission of the Local Ordinary.

3. Does the Church have a preference for either cremation or
burial of the body of the deceased?

Although cremation is permitted, Catholic teaching continues
to stress the preference for burial or entombment of the body of the
deceased. “Following the most ancient Christian tradition, the Church
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insistently recommends that the bodies of the deceased be buried in
cemeteries or other sacred places. In memory of death, burial and
resurrection of the Lord, the mystery that illumines the Christian
meaning of death, burial is above all the most fitting way to express
faith and hope in the resurrection of the body...” (Cf. Congregation
for the Doctrine of the faith, Ad resurgendum cum Christo, regarding
the burial of the deceased and the conservation of the ashes in the
case of cremation, n. 3)

4. What are the steps to be taken for cremation?

When cremation is chosen for a good reason, the full course
of the Order of Christian Funerals should still be celebrated, the
Funeral Liturgy, and the Rite of Committal. The preservation of this
order allows for the greater expression of our beliefs and values,
especially, the sacredness of human life, the dignity of the individual
person and the resurrectin of Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead.
Through its funeral rites, the Church commends the dead to the
merciful love of God and pleads for the forgiveness of their sins.
Thus it says in the instruction Ad resurgendum cum Christo
“...When, for legitimate motives, cremation of the body has been
chosen, the ashes of the faithful must be laid to rest in a sacred
place, that is, in a cemetery or, in certain cases, in a church or an
area, which has been set aside for this purpose, and so dedicated by
the competent ecclesial authority...” (See Ad resurgendum cum
Christo, nn. 4-7).

5. Should cremation occur before or after the funeral?

In the absence of motives, contrary to Christian doctrine, the
Church, after the celebration of the funeral rite, accompanies the
choice of cremation, providing the relevant liturgical and pastoral
directives, and taking particular care to avoid every form of scandal
or the appearance of religious indifferentism (See Ad resurgendum
cum Christo, n. 4).

6. Should for a good reason the diocesan bishop permit the
cremated remains to be present for the Funeral Liturgy?
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7. 'What should become of the cremated remains following the
funeral?

The cremated human remains would then be interred during
the Rite of Committal. When, for legitimate motives, cremation of
the body has been chosen, the ashes of the faithful must be laid to
rest in a sacred place, that is, in a cemetery or, in certain cases, in a
church or an area, which has been set aside for this purpose, and so
dedicated by the competent ecclesial authority. The reservation of
the ashes of the departed in a sacred place ensures that they are not
excluded from the prayers and remembrance of their family or the
Christian Community. It prevents the faithful departed from being
forgotten, or their remains from being shown a lack of respect, which
eventuality is possible, most especially once the immediately
subsequent generation has too passed away (See Ad resurgendum
cum Christo, n. 5).

8. Is there any possibility to concede permission from the
Ordinary for the conservation of the ashes of the departed
in a domestic residence?

Yes, it is possible (See Ad resurgendum cum Christo, n. 6)

9. Is it permitted to be divided of the ashes after cremation
among various family members or to scatter the remains on
the sea and from the air or on the ground?

No. Absolutely, it is not permitted (See Ad resurgendum cum
Christo, nn. 6-7).

10. Isit permitted to donate one’s body for medical research? If
so, what kind of funeral rite is accorded to a person who has
donated his/her body for medical research?

(Pope Pius XII approved body donation for medical research
in 1956. Pope Emeritus Benedict X V1 is a registered organ donor).
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