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CASUS
MAY 2017

The English translation of Latin word patrinus is “sponsor”.

But the more common terms used are “‘godfather”, or “godparents”.

While the CIC uses “sponsors”, The Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults employs both “sponsors” and “godparents” designating

distinct duties to each, although the same person could assume them.

“Sponsors are persons who have known and assisted the candidates

and stand as witnesses to the candidates’ moral character, faith and
intention” (The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, n. 10).

Godparents are persons chosen by the candidates on the basis of
example, good qualities and friendship, delegated by the local

Christian community and approved by the priest” (The Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults, n. 11).

The godparents are to be chosen by the adult who is to be
baptized or, at infant baptism, by the parents or the person who
takes their place. When this is not possible, the pastor or other minister
should choose the godparent or godparents. The godparents must
have the qualifications for and intention of carrying out this duty (c.
874, §1, 1°).

It is desirable that one’s baptismal godparent also serve as the
sponsor for confirmation (Can. 893, §2; Congregation for the
Discipline of the Sacraments, reply, Nov. 13, 1984; CLD 11: 193).
This expresses more clearly the relationship between baptism and
confirmation and makes the function and responsibility of the
sponsor more effective. Nonetheless, the choice of a special sponsor
for confirmation is not excluded (Rite of Confirmation, No. 5). It
should be noted that Latin uses the same word patrinus for the
sponsor, or godparent, of both baptism and confirmation.

For each adult or infant baptism, irrespective of the gender,
either one male or one female sponsor is enough. More than two
sponsors (one male and one female) are not permitted (Can. 873).
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The CCEO, however, places no limitation on the number of sponsors;
but there should be at least one sponsor (Codex Canonum
Ecclesiarum Orietalium, Can. 684, §1). The Syro-Malankara
Church has decreed that “the godparent of a male shall be a man
and that of female, a woman” (The Code of Particular Canons of
the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, Trivandrum, 2012, Can.
475).

Because of the close communion between the Catholic Church
and the separated Eastern churches, it is permissible for a just cause
that a member of separated Eastern church act as godparent with a
Catholic godparent at the Baptism of a Catholic infant or adult, if
there is provision for the Catholic education of the person being
baptized and the godparents is clearly a suitable one. A Catholic is
not forbidden to stand as godparents in a separated Eastern Church
if he or she is invited. In this case, the duty of providing for the
Christian education of the baptized person binds in the first place
the godparent who belongs to the church in which the child is
baptized [DE, 98b = Directory for the Application of Principles
and Norms on Ecumenism, issued by the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity, March 25, 1993; 445 85(1993) 1039-
1119].

A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic ecclesial
community may be admitted only as a witness to baptism with a
Catholic godparent (Can. 874, §2). A Catholic may do the same for
a person being baptized in another community (DE, 98a).

Questions:

1. Whatis the responsibility of sponsors at baptism according to
the Code of Canon Law? (Ref. Can. 872)

2. What does the law say regarding the number of sponsors at
baptism? (Ref. Can. 873).

3. What are the qualifications of sponsors? (Ref. Can. 874).



10.

11.
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Do we instruct our people regarding the significant role of
sponsors at baptism?

Do we instruct the parents who want to baptize their child to
be serious in the selection of sponsors or godparents?

Can a cleric or woman religious be a sponsor at baptism?

Can a Catholic living in an irregular marital union be a
sponsor?

Is the practice, whereby a married couple or a male and a
female act as sponsors to all the candidates of confirmation,
against the spirit of law?

Can a person who is not present at the time of baptism be a
sponsor by proxy?

Can a non-catholic baptized person be a sponsor for baptism?
(Ref. Can. 874, §2).

(CCEO 685 §3 for Orientals says, “For a just cause, it is
permitted to admit the Christian faithful of another Eastern
non-Catholic Church to the function of a sponsor, but always
at the same time with a Catholic sponsor™).

Can a member of an Eastern Orthodox Church be allowed to
act as a sponsor together with a Catholic sponsor at the baptism
of'a Catholic infant or adult? (DE, 98b).
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