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CONGREGATIO DE CULTU DIVINO ET DISCIPLINA
SACRAMENTORUM

Prot. N. 138/18

NOTIFICATION
on the Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church

Following the inscription of the Obligatory Memorial of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church into the Roman Calendar,
which must already be celebrated by everyone this year on the
Monday after Pentecost, it seemed opportune to offer the following
directions.

The rubric found in the Roman Missal after the formularies for the
Mass of Pentecost, “Where the Monday or Tuesday after Pentecost are
days on which the faithful are obliged or accustomed to attend Mass, the
Mass of Pentecost Sunday may be repeated, or a Mass of the Holy
Spirit, may be said” (Missale Romanum, p. 448), is still valid because
it does not derogate precedence between liturgical days whose
celebration are solely regulated by the Table of Liturgical Days
(cf. Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year and the Calendar, n. 59).
Likewise, precedence is regulated by the norms on Votive Masses:
“Votive Masses are in principle forbidden on the days on which there
occurs an Obligatory Memorial, on a weekday of Advent up to and
including 16 December, on a weekday of Christmas Time from 2 January,
or on a weekday of Easter Time after the Octave of Easter.
However, for pastoral reasons, as determined by the rector of the church
or the Priest Celebrant himself, an appropriately corresponding Votive
Mass may be used in a celebration of Mass with the people” (Missale
Romanum, p.1156; cf. General Instruction of the Roman Missal, n. 376).
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Nevertheless, all else being equal, the Obligatory Memorial of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church is to be preferred.
The texts of the Memorial were attached to the Decree along with
indications for the readings, which are to be held as proper because they
illuminate the mystery of Spiritual Motherhood. In a future edition of the
Ordo lectionum Missee the rubric at n. 572 bis will expressly indicate that
the readings are proper and, even though it is a Memorial, are to be
adopted in place of the readings of the day, (cf. Lectionary, General
Introduction, n. 83).

In the case where this Memorial coincides with another
Memorial the principles of the Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year and
Calendar are to be followed (cf. Table of Liturgical Days, n. 60). Given
that the Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church is
linked to Pentecost, as the Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of the
Blessed Virgin Mary is similarly linked to the celebration of the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus, then, in the case where it coincides with another
Memorial of a Saint or Blessed, and following the liturgical tradition of pre-
eminence amongst persons, the Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary is
to prevail.

From the Congregation for Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacraments, 24 March 2018.

Robert Card. Sarah
Prefect
¥ Arthur Roche
Archbishop Secretary
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NOTIFICATION -7

The following Rev. Deacons of the Archdiocese of Verapoly
were ordained Priests by His Grace the Archbishop Emeritus
Dr. Francis Kallarakal at St. Francis Assisi Cathedral, Ernakulam
on 5™ April 2018.

1. Dn.

o g &M w N

7. Dn.
Dn.
9. Dn.

Ernakulam

12-04-2018

Dn.
Dn.
Dn.
Dn.
Dn.

Alwin Paul Mattupurath

Anil Antony Theruvil

Ebin Jos Variath

Francis Xavier Dinoy Rebera Kaniyath
George Jithu Vattapilly

Jobin Panikulam

Koshy Mathew Chellath

Rockey Joslin Chakkalakkal

Roshan Jacob Mulloor

Chancellor
Archdiocese of Verapoly
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CASUS
April 2018

For the Holy Eucharist to be administered to children, they
must have sufficient knowledge and careful preparation so that they
can understand the mystery of Christ according to their capacity
and receive the body of the Lord with faith and devotion. However,
the Holy Eucharist can be given to children in danger of death if
they can distinguish the body of Christ from ordinary food and
receive communion reverently (Can 913).

Parents, those who take the place of parents, and the pastor
have the duty to see that children with the use of reason are suitably
prepared for and are refreshed by this divine food as soon as possible,
having first made sacramental confession. The pastor also is to be
vigilant lest children who do not have the use of reason or whom he
judges are not sufficiently disposed come to the table (Can. 914).
When a younger child is exceptionally mature for his or her age and
is judged to be ready for receiving the sacrament, the child must not
be denied first Communion provided sufficient instruction has been
given (RS, 87=CDWDS, Instruction, Redemptionis Sacramentum,
March 25, 2004, AAS 96 {2004} 549-601).

Questions

1.  Whatare the requirements for the Faithful to Receive Holy
Communion?

a. Should have received baptism (Can. 912)
b. Not forbidden by law (Can. 912)

c. Should have attained the use of reason, i.e., seven years
completed (Cann. 914 and 97, §2).
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Careful and adequate catechetical and spiritual preparation
(Can. 913, 81).

Reception of sacrament of confession in case of first
Communion for children (Can. 914).

To be in the state of grace (Can. 916).

Fasting for at least one hour from all food and drink except
water and medicine (Can. 919, §1).

Can the mentally retarded and the handicapped be given
Holy Communion? (See Can. 777).

Can the parish priest fix a higher age in his parish for
receiving first Holy Communion? (See Varapuzha
Athirupatha Niyammangalum Margharekakalum, p. 88).






