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NOTIFICATION-3

Thefollowing Rev. Deacons of the Archdiocese of Verapoly
were ordained Priestsby His GracetheArchbishop FrancisKa laraka
a St. FrancisAssisi Cathedral, Ernakulam on 4™ April 2013.

Dn. Arakkaparambil Rex Joseph
Dn. Kaluvesttil Raphadl

Dn. Kattassery Jeen Felix

Dn. Marottiparambil Jenin Antony
Dn. Palliparambil Joseph Antony

o > w D P

Thefollowing Rev. Brothers of the Archdiocese of Verapoly
were ordained Deacons by His Grace the Archbishop Francis
Kallarakal at St. FrancisAssisi Cathedral, Ernakulam on 4" April
2013.

1. Bro.Kadloor AugustineRoshan
2. Bro. Kuttikkatt Thomas Shobin
3. Bro.Maliecka MertonD’ Silva
4. Bro. Panckulath George Jobin Ourev

Ernakulam Chancellor
20.04.2013 Archdioceseof Verapoly
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NOTIFICATION-4

Asdirected by His Grace, Most Rev. Dr. FrancisKallarakal,
Metropolitan Archbishop of Verapoly, | hereby bring to your kind
attentionthisfollowing notification:

Father Antony Peediekal, parishioner of &. Antony’s Church
Panangad, incardinated in our Archdiocese, was suspended from
exerddng sacred minigriesnamely, celebrating Holy Eucharist, Preaching
and Administering Sacraments and Sacramentals and from
placing acts of governance as per Cann. 1333-1334 with effect from
November 10, 2012 by a Decree issued by His Grace, Most Rev.
Dr. Francis Kallarakal. He is also forbidden to wear cassock
or any other official ecclesiastical garb and to present himself asa
representative or asan agent of the Archdiocese of Verapoly.

Ernakulam Chancellor
20.04.2013 Archdioceseof Verapoly

NOTIFICATION-5

Dear Reverend Fathers& Sisters,

TheArchdiocesan Directory 2013isready to becollected from
the Curia. You are requested to collect them on payment (3. 100)
at theearliest possible.

Ernakulam Chancellor
20.04.2013 Archdioceseof Verapoly
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CASUS
APRIL 2013

The standard of secrecy protecting a confession outweighs
any form of professional confidentiality or secrecy. When aperson
unburdens hissoul and confesseshissinsto apriest in the Sacrament
of Penance, avery sacred trust isformed. The priest must maintain
absolute secrecy about anything that a person confesses. For this
reason, confessionals were developed with screens to protect the
anonymity of the penitent. This secrecy iscalled “the sacramental
sed,” “thesed of theconfessiond,” or “the sedl of confession.” It does
not matter where the confession took place, i.e., inthe confessional
box inachurch, inaparlor, out in the open. It al so does not matter
If other people happen to overhear the confession. Theimportant
value here is the identity of the penitent, which must be
protected. People say that confession behind a screen ensures
anonymity.

1. Isit permissible, and/or is there any good reason for a
confessor to ask the identity of a penitent when the
confession is anonymous?”

Answer: Can. 979: In posing questions, thepriest isto proceed
with prudence and discretion, attentiveto the condition and age
of the penitent, and is to refrain from asking the name of an
accomplice.

Anonymous confession, along with the confessional aswe
know it today, is generally attributed to aninitiative of St.
Charles Borromeo (1538-1584), the archbishop of Milan,
Italy. Previously, the confessor would sit in achair and the
penitent, who usually was kneeling, was clearly visibleto
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him. In order to ensure modesty and discretion, Cardinal
Borromeo mandated in 1564 that the confessionalsin his
diocese be closed on both sideswith agrill between penitent
and priest. Pope Paul V’sRoman Ritua adopted thisprovision,
which helped spread its use, although it did not become a
universal practice until the 17th century. Anonymous
confession remains the norm although current dispositions
allow for the penitent who so desiresto request face-to-face
confession. And confessionalsmay be designed to allow for
both options. Although the penitent may request face-to-face
confession, the priest isnot obliged to accede to the request
and may insist on the use of the grill. If apenitent desires
anonymity, the priest should respect thisdesireand inthevast
majority of situations he should never have any need or right
toinquireasto theidentity of the penitent. Evenif the priest
recognizesthe penitent it isusually more prudent not to make
personal references unlessthe penitent makes some form of
self-identification or the circumstances warrant it, such as
could be the case of aregular penitent well known to the
priest. Morefrequently there may be situationswhen, in order
to determinethe exact nature and gravity of thesininvolved,
the priest may make ageneral inquiry asto the penitent’sstate
in life, for example, if he or she is married, or a vowed
religious, etc. In some confessionals, where the penitent is
amost invisible, it can happen that apriest may haveto ask
somedetail of age, or even sex, in order to tailor his counsel
to the penitent’ s specific characteristics. Somevery gravesins,
such asabortion, also might incur excommuni cation reserved
to the bishop or in some special cases, such asthe deliberate
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profanation of the Eucharist, to the Holy See. In such cases
the confessor may not be ableto grant absol ution immediately,
or only on condition that the penitent requeststhelifting of
the canonical penalty within amonth from the competent
authority. Asmost penitentswould be unaware of how to go
about this process, the priest may offer to help by contacting
either the bishop or the Holy See asthe case may be. Thisis
alwaysdonewithout revealing any personal dataor identifying
circumstances (see Canon 1357). If the penitent wishesto
remain anonymous then he or she may make an appointment
to return to confession to the same priest after acertaintime
inorder to havethe sanction formally lifted. But in some cases
it may be necessary to reveal some personal dataso that the
priest can inform the penitent of the arrival of the proper
authorization.

What does the Canon Law say about the confidentiality
of confession?

Answer: Can. 983 81: The sacramental seal isinviolable;
thereforeit isabsolutely forbidden for aconfessor to betray in
any way apenitentinwordsor inany manner and for any reason.
82. Theinterpreter, if thereisone, and al otherswhoin any way
have knowledge of sinsfrom confession are aso obliged to
observe secrecy.

Can. 984 81: A confessor is prohibited completely from using
knowledge acquired from confession to the detriment of the
penitent evenwhen any danger of revelationisexcluded. §82.A
personwho hasbeen placed in authority cannot usein any manner
for externa governancetheknowledge about sins, whichhehas
recelved in confession at any time.
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How does the Church penalize the delict that involves the
violation of Confessional seal?

Answer: Can. 1388 81: A confessor who directly violatesthe
sacramental seal incursalatae sententiae excommunication
reserved to the Apostolic See; onewho doesso only indirectly
isto be punished according to the gravity of theddlict.

82. Aninterpreter and the othersmentionedin can. 983, 82 who
violate the secret are to be punished with ajust penalty, not
excluding excommunication.

A direct violationisthe situation in which the penitent’ sidentity
becomesknown or may readily becomeknown, e.g., fromthe
circumstancesdescribed or by implication. Anindirect violation
isthe situation when thereisonly some dlighter possibility or
danger that the penitent may be betrayed.

At timesit is observed that some priests in the confessional
are found very meticulous and they pose unnecessary
guestions to the penitent. What is your opinion about it?
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