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March 2014

FINANCIAL COUNCIL

The Diocesan Financial Council plays a key role in Diocesan
Operations. The role of the committee is to provide oversight of the
Financial & Legal Offices and to assist the Bishop in an advisory capacity
on temporal affairs. The council must be comprised of dedicated and
faithful leaders who have the necessary experience to advise the
Bishop. In 1997 the Holy See issued the Instruction on Certain
Questions Regarding the Collaboration of the Non-Ordained
faithful in the Sacred Ministry of Priests which identifies the Parish
Finance Council as a collaborative structure necessary for conciliar
renewal, consultative in nature, requiring the presence of the Parish
Priest for the validity of its proceedings, and not to be confused with
parallel structures with a different origin and purpose. The Second
Vatican Council in the Decree on priestly formation Presbyterorum
Ordinis, no. 17 underlines that priests are to manage ecclesiastical
property according to ecclesiastical laws and with the help, as far as
possible, of skilled lay persons. In our parochial administrative system,
the Parish Finance Council is substituted by the system of Kaikkars.
Our Kaikkars have an important role in the parochial administration of
temporal goods. Some parish priests do not like the presence and
involvement of Kaikkars. \We, Parish Priests, should have a clear vision
regarding the administration of temporal goods of our parishes. The
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following questions will enlighten us in the administration of temporal
goods and in the involvement of Kaikkars.
Questions:

1. What does the Canon Law say about the Finance Council
and the finance officer at the diocesan level?

Can. 492 81. In every diocese a Finance council is to be established,
offer which the diocesan bishop himself or his delegate presides
and which consists of at least three members of the Christian
faithful truly expert in Financial affairs and civil law, outstanding
in integrity, and appointed by the bishop.

82. Members of the Finance council are to be appointed for
Five years, but at the end of this period they can be appointed
for other Five year terms.

83. Persons who are related to the bishop up to the fourth degree
of consanguinity or affnity are excluded from the Finance council.
Can. 493 In addition to the functions entrusted to it in Book V,
The Temporal Goods of the Church, the Finance council prepares
each year, according to the directions of the diocesan bishop, a
budget of the income and expenditures which are foreseen for
the entire governance of the diocese in the coming year and at
the end of the year examines an account of the revenues and
expenses.

Can. 494 §1. In every diocese, after having heard the college of
consultors and the Finance council, the bishop is to appoint a
Finance officer who is truly expert in Financial affairs and
absolutely distinguished for honesty.

82. The Finance officer is to be appointed for a Five year term
but can be appointed for other Five year terms at the end of this
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period. The finance officer is not to be removed while in this
function except for a grave cause to be assessed by the bishop
after he has heard the college of consultors and the Finance
council.

83. It is for the Finance officer to administer the goods of the
diocese under the authority of the bishop in accord with the
budget determined by the Finance council and, from the income
of the diocese, to meet expenses which the bishop or others
designated by him have legitimately authorized.

84. At the end of the year, the Finance officer must render an
account of receipts and expenditures to the Finance council.

Finance Council at the Parish level

1. Whatdoes Canon Law say regarding the constitution of Parish
Finance Council (in our local parochial administrative
system Kaikkars)? (Ref. Can. 537)

2. Whatisthe role of Parish Priest in the administration of parochial
goods? (Ref. Can. 532).

3. Asanadministrator of a parish, how does a Parish Priest proceed
before executing a matter of major importance or extraordinary
administration? (Ref. Can. 1281).

4.  How does Canon Law define the role of Kaikkars or those who
take part in the administration of ecclesiastical goods? (Ref. Can.
1282)

5. What are the preliminary obligations to be fulfilled by
administrators or Kaikkars before undertaking the duties of their
office? (Ref. Can. 1283)
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What are the recognized principles of sound administration? (Ref.
Can. 1284)

Does Canon Law permit administrators to make donations
according to their will? (Ref. Can. 1285)

What does Canon Law say about the behavior of administrators
towards Church employees? (Ref. Can. 1286)

What does Canon Law say about the accountability to be
submitted before the diocesan bishop? (Ref. Can. 1287)

What about the behavior of administrators regarding lawsuits in
Civil Courts? (Ref. Can. 1288).

How do you evaluate the involvement of Kaikkars in our present
parochial administrative system, especially in the financial matters?
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