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CIRCULAR - 11

]cn-ip≤ ]nXmhv

s_\-UnIvSv ]Xn-\m-dm-a≥ am¿]m-∏

tbip-hn¬ {]nb ktlm-ZcsshZn-Isc,

k∂ym-k ktlm-Z-c-∑m-sc, ktlm-Z-cn-am-tc, h’e a°sf,

]cn-ip≤ ]nXmhv s_\-UnIvSv ]Xn-\m-dm-a≥ am¿]m-∏, Cu

h¿jw s^{_p-hcn 28˛mw XobXn ÿm\-XymKw sNøp∂ ]›m-

Ø-e-Øn¬ \μn-\n-d™ lrZ-b-tØmsS ssZh-k-∂n-[n-bn¬ At±-

l-Øn-\p-th≠n {]m¿∞n°phm≥ \nß-tfmSv kvt\l-tamsS

Blzm\w sNøp-I-bm-Wv. \ΩpsS AXn-cq-]-X-bnse F√m CS-hI-

I-fnepw ÿm]-\-ß-fnepw s^{_p-hcn 24-˛mw XobXn Rmb-dmgvN

ssZh-P-\-sam-∂mbn IrX-⁄-Xm-_en A¿∏n®v  _\-UnIvSv ]Xn-

\m-dm-a≥ am¿]m-∏-bv°p-th≠n {]m¿∞n-°-W-sa∂v Hm¿Ωn-∏n-°p∂p.

2013 s^{_p-hcn 28˛mw XobXn  hymgmgvN  \ΩpsS tImtf-Pp-Ifpw

kvIqfp-Ifpw Dƒs∏sS F√m ÿm]-\-ß-fnepw lrkz-amb {]m¿∞-

\m-ip-{iqj \S-Øm-hp-∂-Xm-Wv. At∂-Zn\w sshIp-t∂cw 5.30˛\v

sk‚ v {^m≥kokv A okn IØo-{U-en¬ h®v \S-Øp∂ IrX-

⁄-Xm-_-en-bn¬ km[n-°p-∂-h-sc-√m-hcpw ]¶p-sIm-≈p-hm≥

£Wn-°p-∂p. AtX-Xp-S¿∂v sI.-F¬.-kn.-F.-bpsS B`n-ap-Jy-Øn¬

"s_\-UnIvSv ]Xn-\m-dm-a≥ am¿]m∏ ̨  hy‡nbpw {]m -̀hhpw' F∂

Hcp t{]m{Kmapw IØo-{U¬ A¶-W-Øn¬h®v \S-Øp-∂-Xm-bn-

cn°pw.

2005 apX¬ BtKmf ItØm-en-°m-k`sb Ime-L-́ -Øn-\-\p-

k-cn®v  \bn-®p-t]m∂ s_\UnIvSv ]Xn-\m-dm-a≥ am¿]m∏ hnc-an-

°p-∂-tXm-Sp-IqSn ssZhm-\p-{Klw IqSp-X¬ bmNn-t°≠ DØ-c-hm-

ZnXzw \Ωn¬ h∂ptN¿∂n-cn-°p-I-bm-Wv. 2013 am¿®v 1 apX¬ ]pXnb

am¿]m∏m ÿm\m-tcm-lWw sNøp-∂-Xp-hsc  'sede vacante'
Bb-Xn-\m¬ Znhy-]q-P-bnse kvtXm{X-bm-K-{]m¿∞-\m-k-a-bØv

am¿]m-∏-bpsS t]cv ]d-tb-≠-Xn-√. k`-bpsS {]t_m-[-\-{]-Imcw

am¿]m∏-bpsS Xnc-s™-Sp∏v km¿Δ-{Xn-I-k-`-bpsS apgp-h≥

{]h¿Ø-\-am-Wv. tIm¨t¢-hn¬ ]s¶-Sp-°p∂ I¿±n-\mƒam¿

am{X-amWv sXsc-s™-Sp-∏n¬ t\cn v́ ]s¶-Sp-°p-∂-sX-¶nepw temI-

sa-ßp-ap≈ F√m sa{Xm-∑mcpw ]ptcm-ln-Xcpw ka¿∏n-Xcpw

Aevamb hnizm-kn-Ifpw Xß-fpsS Bflm¿∞-amb {]m¿∞-\-bn-

eqsS Xnc-s™-Sp-∏n¬ ]¶p-Im-cm-tI≠Xm-Wv. B[p-\n-I-temIw

Db¿Øp∂ sh√p-hn-fn-Isf a\- n-em°n km¿h-{XnI k`sb \bn-

°p-∂-Xn\pw ]cn-]m-en-°p-∂-Xn\pw t{ijvT-\mb Hcp AP-]m-e-Is\

am¿]m-∏-bmbn e`n-°p-∂-Xn\v \ap°v H∂p-tN¿∂v {]m¿∞n-°mw.

2013 am¿®v 1 apX¬ \ΩpsS tZhm-e-b-ß-fn¬ Znhy-_-ensb XpS¿∂v

Xmsg sImSp-Øn-cn-°p∂ {]m¿∞\ sNmt√-≠-Xm-Wv.

Fd-Wm-Ip-fØv \ΩpsS AXn-sa-{Xm-k\aμn-c-Øn¬ \n∂v

2013 s^{_p-hcn 20˛mw Xob-Xn.

Fd-Wm-Ipfw  {^m≥knkv I√-d-°¬

20.02.2013 hcm-∏pg AXn-cq-]X sa{Xm-t∏m-eoØ
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sk‚ v sk_mÃy≥ ]≈n, CSb°p∂w

ssZhØns‚bpw ]cnip≤ knwlmk\Øns‚bpw A\p

{KlØm¬ hcm∏pg sa{Xmt∏meoØ {^m≥kokv I√d°¬

NmXymØv au≠v Im¿Ω¬]≈n, tNcms\√q¿ sk‚ v sPbnwkv

]≈n Nn‰q¿ XncpIpSpw_w ]≈n, tNcms\√q¿ \nXyklmb\mY

]≈n, F∂o CShIIfnse hnImcnamscbpw,  CSb°p∂w sk‚ v

sk_mÃy≥ ]≈n  {]nÃv C≥ Nm¿÷ns\bpw, hnizmknkaql

tØbpw Adnbn°p∂Xv.

tNcms\√q¿ sk‚ v sPbnwkv ]≈n CShIbpsS Iognep≈

CSb°p∂w sk‚ v sk_mÃy≥ ]≈n  2007-emWv ÿm]nXambXv.

A\pZn\w hnImkw {]m]n®psIm≠ncn°p∂Xpw Ct∏mƒ Ccp∂q‰n

sXmÆp‰n Gtgmfw IpSpw_ßƒ DƒsIm≈p∂Xpw kmºØn

Iambn kzbw]cym]vXX ssIh∂n´p≈Xpamb {]kvXpX

ssZhmebw Hcp  CShIbmbn Db¿tØ≠Xv BhiyamsW∂v

Rm≥ IcpXpIbpw AXncq]Xm Iu¨knen¬ BtemNn°pIbpw

C°mcysØ]‰n dnt∏m¿´v ka¿∏n°phm≥ Hcp IΩojs\

\ntbmKn°pIbpw sNbvXp. {]kvXpX IΩoj≥ ka¿∏n®

dnt∏m¿´ns‚ ASnÿm\Øn¬ CSb°p∂w sk‚ v sk_mÃy≥

]≈n°v kao]ap≈ P\ßfpsS AP]me\ kuIcyhpw

B≤ymflnI A`nhr≤nbpw CXc kmlNcyßfpw ]cnKWn®p

sIm≠v Xmsg ]dbp∂ Iev]\Iƒ Rm≥ ]pds∏Sphn°p∂p.

1. Imt\m≥ \nbaw 515 - -§2 A\pimkn°p∂Xpt∏mse

cq]Xm≤y£∑m¿°v \¬Inbn´p≈ km[mcW A[nImcw

D]tbmKn®psIm≠v CSb°p∂w sk‚ v sk_mÃy≥

ssZhmebw Hcp  CShIbmbn CXn\m¬ Rm≥ Db¿Øp∂p.

2. Imt\m≥ \nbaw 515-§3-Dw AXncq]Xm sZt{IØpIfpw

\¬Ip∂Xpw A\pimkn°p∂Xpamb F√m AhImim[n

CIRCULAR - 12

CS-h-I-{]-Jym\w]cnip≤ ]nXmhns‚

Xncs™Sp∏n\mbp≈ {]m¿∞\

Rßsf \nXyw ImØp]men°p∂ \√

ssZhta, AßbpsS APKWsØ \bn°p

∂Xn\v AßbpsS Xncpa\ n\v CWßnb

AP]meIsc Aßv Rßƒ°v \evIp∂pht√m.

]t{Xmkns‚ ]n≥Kmansb Xncs™Sp°m≥

IqSp∂ tIm¨t¢hnse F√m I¿±n\mƒ

amscbpw ]cnip≤mflmhns‚ ssNX\yØm¬

\ndbv°Wta. AßbpsS Xncpa\ n\v

hnt[bcmbn {InkvXphns‚ {]Xn]pcpjs\

Xncs™Sp°m≥ Ahsc Aßv Hcp°Wta.

B[p\nI temIw Db¿Øp∂  sh√phnfnIsf

a\ nem°n km¿h{XnI k`sb \bn°p∂

Xn\pw ]cn]men°p∂Xn\pw PohnXhnip≤nbpw

hn⁄m\hpw hnthIhpap≈ AP]meI

t{ijvTs\ am¿]m∏bmbn Rßƒ°p \evI

Wsa∂p {]m¿∞n°p∂p. I¿Ømhmb {InkvXp

hgn Rßƒ ka¿∏n°p∂ {]m¿∞\ tI -́cp-tf-

W-ta. Bta≥.

1 kz¿K.  1 \∑.  1 {XnXz.
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Imcßfqw NpaXeIfpw ]pXnb CShIbv°v D≠mbn

cn°p∂XmWv.

3. CSb°p∂w sk‚ v sk_mÃy≥ CShIbpsS AXn¿ØnIƒ

Xmsg ]dbp∂ hn[w Bbncn°pw.

hS°v ̨  tImXmSv ]pg AXn¿Ønbmbn kzoIcn®v CSb°p∂w

]pghsc.

Ing°v ˛ CSb°p∂w ]pg˛s]cnbmdns‚ ssIhgnbmbn

hS°v˛sX°mbn HgpIp∂p.

sX°v ˛  Cu ]pg Hcp tXmSmbn ]ncn™v ]Sn™mtdm´v

HgpIn ]njmcSn ]meØn\SnbneqsS HgpIp∂p.

]Sn™mdv ˛ ]njmcSn ]mew apX¬ tdmUv AXn¿Ønbmbn

IW°m°n ˛ jm∏p]Sn _kvtÃm∏v hscbpw ˛ AhnsS

\n∂v hSt°m´v  Ip´nkmln_v tdmUphgn tImXmSv ]pghsc.

4. {]kvXpX AXn¿ØnIƒ°IØp≈ F√mhtcbpw AhcpsS

ap≥ CShIbn¬ \n∂v Rm≥ th¿s]SpØpIbpw Ahtcbpw

AhnsSbp≈ \ΩpsS F√m ÿm]\ßtfbpw ]pXpXmbn

cq]oIrXamb CSb°p∂w CShIbn¬ Dƒs∏SpØpIbpw

sNøp∂p.

5. CSb°p∂w ]≈nbn¬ Ct∏mƒ tkh\w sNøp∂ _lpam\

s∏´ sk_mÃy≥ IdpI∏n≈n A®s\ ]pXnb CShIbpsS

hnImcnbmbn Imt\m≥ (Can.519)  \nbahpw AXncq]Xm

sZt{IØpIfpw hgn _lpam\s∏´ hnImcnam¿°p  e`n°p∂

F√m A[nImcmhImißtfmSpw ISaItfmSpw IqsS

CXn\m¬ Rm≥ \nban°p∂p.

6. {]kvXpX CShImXn¿Ønbn¬s∏´h¿ taen¬ CSb°p∂w

]≈n hnImcnsb XßfpsS B≤ymflnI ]nXmhmbn, Kpcp

hmbn AwKoIcn®v kvt\l_lpam\mZnIƒ \¬In

B≤ymflnI Bhiyßƒ°v At±lsØ kao]n°pIbpw

sNøWw.

7. CSb°p∂w sk‚ v sk_mÃy≥ ]≈n  2-- ̨ mw s^mtdm\bn¬

Dƒs∏Sp∂Xmbncn°pw.

8. CSb°p∂w CShIbv°v kz¥ambn knantØcn D≠m

Ip∂Xphsc {]kvXpX CShImwKßfpsS arXkwkvImcw

tNcms\√q¿ sk‚ v sPbnwkv ]≈nknantØcnbn¬

\SØnsImSpt°≠XmW.v

9. Cu Iev]\ hnip≤ sk_mkvXymt\mkns‚ Cu h¿jsØ

Xncp\mƒZn\amb 2013 s^{_phcn 10--˛-mw XobXn apX¬

{]m_eyØn¬ hcp∂XmWv.

10. Cu Iev]\ au≠v Im¿Ω¬ NmXymØv, sk‚ v sPbnwkv

tNcms\√q¿, XncpIpSpw_w Nn‰q¿, \nXyklmb\mY

tNcms\√q¿, sk‚ v sk_mÃy≥ CSb°p∂w F∂o

]≈nIfn¬ 2013 s^{_phcn 3--˛mw XobXn RmbdmgvN

Znhy_enat≤y hmbn®v Adnbnt°≠XmWv.

]pXnb CShIbv°v hnip≤ sk_mkvXymt\mkns‚

kwc£Whpw, B≤ymflnIhpw `uXnIhpamb F√mhn[

A`nhr≤nbpw ssZhm\p{Klßfpw F∂pw D≠mIs´sb∂v

Biwkn°pIbpw {]m¿∞n°pIbpw sNøp∂p

FdWmIpfØv \ΩpsS AXnsa{Xmk\aμncØn¬ \n∂v

2013 P\phcn 30--˛mw XobXn.

 {^m≥knkv I√d°¬

A No. 24/2013/VP hcm∏pg sa{Xmt∏meoØ

30.01.2013



CASUS
February 2013

Jacintha Saldanha was from Mangalore, and had been working
as a nurse at King Edward VII’s Hospital, London for about 10 years.
She was found dead by apparent suicide on December 7, 2012, three
days after receiving a hoax call. The prank call was part of the Hot 30
Countdown  radio program, broadcast on the Austereo -owned
station 2Day FM in Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. In it, the
hosts impersonated Queen Elizabeth and Prince Charles enquiring about
the health of the Duchess of Cambridge, who was, at the time, a patient
staying at the hospital. Saldhana fell for the hoax and transferred the
call to the nurse looking after the Duchess. A hospital spokesperson
said that she was the “victim of a cruel journalistic trick”. A Mass was
offered at Westminster Cathedral. Then her corpse was taken to
Mangalore. The Bishop of Udupi Diocese Rev. Gerald Isaac Lobo
offered the funeral mass along with other priests. After the mass, the
coffin was carried to the cemetery, where the burial service was held.

Q: What is the current stand of the Church regarding the possibility
of funeral Masses for persons who are said to have committed suicide? Is
it true that there already are mitigating circumstances, like the possibility of
irrationality at the moment of taking one’s life (even if there was no note),
whereby it would be possible to suppose that the person was not in his
right mind?

A: Can.  1184 §1: Unless they gave some signs of repentance
before death, the following must be deprived of ecclesiastical
funerals:                        

1/ notorious apostates, heretics, and schismatics;2/ those who
chose the cremation of their bodies for reasons contrary to Christian
faith;  3/ other manifest sinners who cannot be granted ecclesiastical
funerals without public scandal of the faithful.                           

§2. If any doubt occurs, the local ordinary is to be consulted,
and his judgment must be followed.

Can.  1185: Any funeral Mass must also be denied a person
who is excluded from ecclesiastical funerals.

Canon 1184 mentions only three cases: a notorious apostate,
heretic or schismatic; those who requested cremation for motives
contrary to the Christian faith; and manifest sinners to whom a Church
funeral cannot be granted without causing public scandal to the faithful.
These restrictions apply only if there has been no sign of repentance
before death.

In earlier times a person who committed suicide would often be
denied funeral rites and even burial in a Church cemetery. However,
some consideration has always been taken into account of the person’s
mental state at the time. In one famous case, when Rudolph, the heir to
the throne of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire, committed suicide in 1889,
the medical bulletin declared evidence of “mental aberrations” so that
Pope Leo XIII would grant a religious funeral and burial in the imperial
crypt. Other similar concessions were probably quietly made in less
sonorous cases. Canon law no longer specifically mentions suicide as
an impediment to funeral rites or religious sepulture. The local bishop
weighs any doubtful cases and in practice a prudent priest should always
consult with the bishop before denying a funeral Mass.

A particular case of suicide might enter into the third case — that
of a manifest and unrepentant sinner — especially if the suicide follows
another grave crime such as murder. In most cases, however, the
progress made in the study of the underlying causes of self-destruction
shows that the vast majority are consequences of an accumulation of
psychological factors that impede making a free and deliberative act of
the will. Thus the general tendency is to see this extreme gesture as
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almost always resulting from the effects of an imbalanced mental state
and, as a consequence, it is no longer forbidden to hold a funeral rite
for a person who has committed this gesture although each case must
still be studied on its merits.

Some faithful asked for clarifications about Canon 1184, that
“those who requested cremation for motives contrary to the Christian
faith” were not to be given a Church funeral. A person would only incur
such a prohibition if, before death, he or she requested cremation
explicitly and publicly motivated by a denial of some aspect of Christian
faith regarding life after death. Among possible such motivations would
be a lack of faith in the survival of the immortal soul and thus requesting
cremation to emphasize the definitiveness of death. Another could be
the denial of belief in the resurrection of the dead. More recently, some
nominal Catholics who believe in doctrines such as reincarnation or
migration of souls might request cremation in order to follow these
esoteric doctrines or the customs of some Eastern religions. In all
such cases the motivation for seeking cremation is contrary to Catholic
doctrine and, if this fact is publicly known, performing a Church funeral
could cause scandal or imply that holding to Church doctrine is really
not that important. With regard to notorious apostates, heretics and
schismatics who show no sign of repentance before death, a few years
ago in Italy the Church denied an ecclesiastical funeral for a nationally-
known campaigner for euthanasia who requested and obtained the
removal of his life-support system. In this case the request for a funeral
for someone who was only nominally Catholic was in itself a publicity
stunt for the organization behind the campaign. Likewise, someone
subject to excommunication or interdict (for example, a Catholic
abortionist) would be denied a funeral.
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