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NOTIFICATION-4

Thefollowing Rev. Deacons of the Archdiocese of Verapoly
were ordained Priests by His Grace the Archbishop Francis
Kallarakal at St. FrancisAssisi Cathedral, Ernakulam on 12 April
2012.

Deacon SguAntony Mundempilly
Deacon Philip Shine Chilangara

Deacon Tijo ThomasK olothumvesttil

A W DdPE

Deacon M athew Jomson Thottunkal

Thefollowing Rev. Brothers of the Archdiocese of Verapoly
were ordained Deacons by His Grace the Archbishop Francis
Kallarakal at St. FrancisAssisi Cathedral, Ernakulam on 12 April
2012.

Bro. Joseph Antony Pdlliparambil
Bro. Joseph Rex Arakkaparambil
Bro. Raphadl Kalluveettil

Bro. Jenin Antony Marottiparambil
Bro. Felix Jeen K attassery

a H 0 DN

Ernakulam Chancsdllor
13.04.2012 Archdiocese of Verapoly
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CASUS (APRIL, 2012)

M agdal ene, awidow, approachesthe confessor and confesses
that once she had falsely denounced her Parish Priest to the Apostolic
Nuncio and Bishops concerning the crime of solicitationto sinagainst
the sixth commandment of the Decalogue during confession.
She explained the situation, which led her to denounce falsely her
Parish Priest who wasreally innocent, to the A postolic Nuncio and
Bishops.

Once Magdal ene approached her Parish Priest asking to issue
her aBirth Certificate with acorrection regarding her date of birth,
whichwasnot according to the registerskept in the Parish. The Parish
Priest clearly told her that he would issue the Birth Certificate as
per the registers kept in the Parish and not according to her wish.
M agdal ene went on keeping revenge against the Parish Priest. Thus
she planned to defame the Parish Priest fal sely denouncing him that
while shewas confessing he asked her to spend anight with himif she
would liketo obtain her Birth Certificate according to the corrections
shewished. Now the Parish Priest wantsto prove hisinnocence but he
isbound by the sacramental seal.

Questions.

1.  What does Canon Law say about the false denunciation of
confessors? (Can. 982)

Answer: Can. 982: Whoever confessesto have denounced fasdy
aninnocent confessor to ecclesiastical authority concerningthe
crimeof solicitation to sin againgt the sixth commandment of the
Decalogue is not to be absolved unless the person has first
formally retracted the false denunciation and is prepared to
repair damagesif thereareany.

2. What does Canon Law say about the absolution of an
accomplice (Can. 977)

-36 -

Answer: Can. 977: The absolution of an accompliceinasin
against the sixth commandment of the Decalogueisinvalid
except indanger of death.

3. How does Canon Law protect the confidentiality of Confes-
sion? (Can. 983)

Answer: Can. 983 §1. The sacramental seal isinviolable;
thereforeit isabsolutely forbidden for aconfessor to betray in
any way a penitent in words or in any manner and for any
reason. 82. Theinterpreter, if thereisone, and al otherswhoin
any way haveknowledgeof snsfrom confessonareasoobliged
to observe secrecy.

4.  How doesCanon Law protect theintegrity of the priest-peni-
tent relationship in the sacrament of confession? (Can. 1387)

Answer: Can. 1387: A priest who intheact, onthe occasion, or
under the pretext of confession solicitsapenitent to sin against
the sixth commandment of the Decal ogue isto be punished,
according to the gravity of the delict, by suspension, prohibi-
tions, and privations; ingraver casesheisto bedismissed from
theclerical state.

5. What kind of penalty is fixed by Canon Law for those delicts
involving violations of personal reputation (Can. 1390)

Answer: Can. 1390 81. A person who falsely denouncesbefore
an ecclesiastica superior aconfessor for thedelict mentionedin
can. 1387 incursaatae sententiaeinterdict and, if heisacleric,
also asuspension. 82. A person who offers an ecclesiastical
superior any other calumniousdenunciation of adelict or who
otherwise injures the good reputation of another can be
punished with ajust pendty, not excluding acensure.
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