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CIRCULAR-3

ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF
ARCHBISHOP JOSEPH ATTIPETTY

Reverend and dear Fathers,

The 41* anniversary of the death of Archbishop Joseph Attipetty
falls on Friday, 21% of January 2011. One Holy Mass is to be offered
for the repose of his soul in all our Churches and institutions and you
are requested to advise the faithful to participate in the Mass and pray
for him. On that day there will be a Solemn Concelebrated Mass
offered at 5.30 p.m. in our Cathedral.

Yours devotedly in Christ Jesus,

Ernakulam, " Francis Kallarakal
04.01.2011 Archbishop of Verapoly

NOTIFICATION - 1
TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS

1. Reuv. Fr. Francis Naissery
Parish Priest, St. George’s Church, Eroor

2. Rev. Fr. James Shaiju Thoppil
Associate Director, Lourdes Hospital, Pachalam

3. Reuv. Fr. Jossy Kochapilly
Asst. Parish Priest, Our Lady of Immaculate Conception Church, Koratty

4. Rev. Fr. Antony Shine Kattuparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. John the Baptist Church, Palarivattom

5. Reuv. Fr. Prince Xavier Kannothuparambil
St. Antony’s Shrine, Kaloor

Ermakulam Chancellor
04.01.2011 Archdiocese of Verapoly
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CASUS (January 2011)

Father Camillus was a priest of the Archdiocese of Capo Verde

for 25 years. He had an amorous relationship with an unmarried woman
named Priscilla. They had even sexual relationship. This fact was kept
secret. Whenever the sexual relationship occurred, Priscilla went and
confessed her sins to Father Camillus who was her accomplice. Father
Camillus went on absolving the sins of Priscilla including the joint sexual
sin. Father Camillus who was well aware of the invalidity of such an
absolution went on hearing confession of his accomplice.

1.

What is the ministry of the Confessor?

Can. 978 §1: In hearing confessions the priest is to remember
that he is equally a judge and a physician and has been
established by God as a minister of divine justice and mercy, so
that he has regard for the divine honor and the salvation of souls.

§2. In administering the sacrament, the confessor as a minister
of the Church is to adhere faithfully to the doctrine of the
magisterium and the norms issued by competent authority.

Can. 979: In posing questions, the priest is to proceed with
prudence and discretion, attentive to the condition and age
of the penitent, and is to refrain from asking the name of an
accomplice.

Can. 980: If the confessor has no doubt about the disposition of
the penitent, and the penitent seeks absolution, absolution is to
be neither refused nor deferred.

What is the teaching of the Church concerning the
absolution of an accomplice?

Can. 977: The absolution of an accomplice in a sin against the
sixth commandment of the Decalogue is invalid except in danger
of death.

-16 -

It is both illicit and invalid for a priest to absolve an accomplice,
female or male, from a sin against sixth commandment in which
he and the penitent have been accomplices. There is not further
restriction under invalidity of absolution if the minister absolves
an accomplice from other sins.

What is the canonical implication of the delict of absolu-
tion of an accomplice?

Can. 1378 §1: A priest who acts against the prescript of can.
977 incurs a latae sententiae excommunication reserved to the
Apostolic See.

To incur the penalty, it suffices that the priest knows he may not
absolve his accomplice from their joint sexual sin. If the
Priest hears the confession but does not attempt to absolve his
accomplice from the sexual sin or does not recognize the
penitent as his accomplice, there is no delict. Sins other than the
sexual sin in question do not fall under the invalidating and penal
provisions. The reason for this severe measure is the sinful
complicity that violates the integrity of the priest-penitent
relationship which is of a key value in the Sacrament of Penance.

How do we interpret the phrase “sin against the sixth
commandment of the Decalogue”?

The situation of concubinage, which is understood as an ongoing
non-marital sexual relationship between a cleric and a woman,
married or single, is put under the aforementioned title.
Other scandalous, habitual, clerical sexual offenses with persons
of either sex including homosexual relationship are also brought
under the same title. Pedophilia (pedophilia or paedophilia is
typically defined as a psychiatric disorder in adults or late
adolescents (persons age 16 and older) characterized by a
primary or exclusive sexual interest in prepubescent children
(generally age 13 years or younger, though onset of puberty may
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vary) and Ephebophilia (Ephebophilia is the sexual preference
of adults for mid-to-late adolescents, generally ages 15 to 19)
are also brought under the title ““sin against the sixth command-
ment of the Decalogue”.

What are the five excommunications reserved to the Apos-
tolic See?

Can. 1367: A person who throws away the consecrated species
or takes or retains them for a sacrilegious purpose incurs a latae
sententiae excommunication reserved to the Apostolic See;
moreover, a cleric can be punished with another penalty, not
excluding dismissal from the clerical state.

Can. 1370 §1: A person who uses physical force against the
Roman Pontiffincurs a latae sententiae excommunication reserved
to the Apostolic See; if he is a cleric, another penalty, not
excluding dismissal from the clerical state, can be added according
to the gravity of the delict.

Can. 1378 §1: A priest who acts against the prescript of can.
977 incurs a latae sententiae excommunication reserved to the
Apostolic See.

Can. 1382: A bishop who consecrates some one a bishop
without a pontifical mandate and the person who receives the
consecration from him incur a latae sententiae excommunication
reserved to the Apostolic See.

Can. 1388 §1: A confessor who directly violates the sacramen-
tal seal incurs a latae sententiaec excommunication reserved to
the Apostolic See; one who does so only indirectly is to be
punished according to the gravity of the delict.

Printed and Published by Fr. Varghese Valiaparambil
Vimala Social Service Centre, Kakkanad - 21



