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NOTIFICATION -2

CENSUS REPORT AND STATISTICAL DATA
FORTHE YEAR 2015

Dear Reverend Fathers and Sisters,

The Annual Census Report and Statistical Data for the year 2015
of our parishes and institutions are to be prepared, so as to cover the
period from January 1 to December 31, 2015.

You are requested to send this report and also the copies of the
Registers of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths of the year 2015 to our
Curia before January 30, 2016. Since the copies of the registers of
Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths are to be kept for many years in the
Archdiocesan Archives, please do not send the Photostat or carborn
copies. The carbon and Photostat copies will fade away in a years’
time.

Printed forms of Census and Registers are available in
our Archdiocesan Curia, Verapoly.

May I request you to pay special attention in sending the reports
in due time so that we can send the same to Rome on time.

Yours devotedly in Christ Jesus,

Ernakulam ¥ Francis Kallarakal
27-12-2015 Metropolitan Archbishop of Verapoly
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NOTIFICATION -3

Dear Rev. Fathers / Sisters,

The Eccleciastical Calendar (Ordo 2016) is ready to be collected
from the Curia. You are requested to collect them on payment
(Rs. 80/-) at the earliest possible. You may please make use of the
Table of Movable Dates of the Liturgical Calendear since
2015 -2020 printed on the last page of the Ecclesiastical Calendar
2016.

Ernakulam Chancellor
27.12.2015 Archdiocese of Verapoly
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CASUS
2016 JANUARY

New Marriage Nullity Process

As reported in various media outlets, on 8" September 2015,
His Holiness Pope Francis issued two major documents reforming the
judicial system of the Catholic Church in the sphere of the marriage
law. One of the documents, Mitis Iudex Dominus Iesus (“The Lord
Jesus, Meek Judge”) applies to Tribunals of Latin Church and another,
Mitis Et Misericors Iesus (Meek and Merciful Lord Jesus) to Oriental
Churches. Both documents signed on 15" August 2015, promulgated
on 8™ September 2015 and came into effect on 8" December 2015.

Among the reforms introduced by Mitis Iudex Dominus lesus
are four changes that address the desire of the Pope and many bishops
to accelerate the process in processing cases involving an allegation of
marriage nullity:

1. Theremoval of the requirement of two affirmative decisions before
the parties can enter a new marriage in the Church. Under the
new norms, an affirmative decision rendered by our Tribunal is
sufficient. Only if an appeal is made by the responding party will
a decision be examined by our appeals tribunal, Tribunal of the
diocese of Cochin. (It does not abolish the possibility of an appeal,
Canon 1680, §1).

2. Alldiocesan tribunals in the Church can now utilize a single judge
in marriage cases (Canon 1673, §4). The new norms also allow
for two of the three collegiate judges on a marriage case to be
non-clerics. Formerly, only one lay judge could serve on a college
of three judges (Canon 1673, §3).

3. Certain cases can now be decided directly by the diocesan bishop
through an expedited process (processus brevior). The evidence
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of nullity in such cases must be abundant and both parties firmly
convinced their union was null. This expedited process reflects
Pope Francis’s commitment to sharing responsibility with the
diocesan Bishops around the world (Canon 1683-1687).

4. Underthe new norms, the tribunal of a petitioner is fully competent
to accept his or her petition. Previously, respondent’s judicial
vicar had to give consent and the parties had to live in the same
Episcopal conference if the marriage did not take place in the
petitioner’s diocese (Canon 1672).

Many discussions and studies are there in the course of time to
be implemented in the new nullity process. Active involvement and
pastoral care from the part of pastors’ of souls (especially of parish
priests) are highly recommended to attain a better understanding of the
situation and to gather elements that would be useful in the process
who approaches the tribunal with pain and anguish.

We can expect to receive a number of formal and private
responses both from the Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts, and
from the Apostolic Signatura. No doubt, it took two to three years to
become accustomed to the legislation of the 1983 Code of Canon
Law when it promulgated. So, we shouldn’t be surprised that, faced
with such a radical revision of a number of canons, there will be points
that are unclear, and others where there are diverging opinions. Any
way a hand book (vademecum) is necessary for outlining matrimonial
procedural steps on Briefer Procedure. When CCBI and CRLCBC
prepare a hand book for the same, no doubt, it might be helpful for the
Tribunals in processing New Marriage Nullity Cases.

Printed and Published by Fr. Varghese Valiaparambil
Vimala Social Service Centre, Kakkanad, Kochi - 21



