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CASUS
October - 2013

VERAPOLY ARCHDIOCESAN SYNOD

TheTerm Synod: The Greek term synodos meansan assembly. Itis
agenerd termfor ecclesiastica gatheringsunder hierarchica authority,
for the discussion and decision of mattersrelating to faith, moral,
or discipline. It corresponds to the Latin word concilium. The
word synodus appears probably for the first time in the so-called
“Apostolic canons’, whiletheword concilium wasemployed inthe
same meaning by Tertullian more than a century earlier. Synod
and council are, therefore, synonymousterms.

Sancta Synodus (or General Assembly): when the bishops of the
whole world are congregated under the presidency of the Pope,
the synod isdenominated ecumenical or general. Itisonly tosuchan
assembly that itislawful to apply theterm sancta synodus.

Provincial Synod: If the bishops of an ecclesiastical province meet
under theheadship of their metropolitan, the council istermed provincid.

National Synod (Plenary Assembly): When thehierarchs of all the
provinces of anation assemble, the synodiscalled national, or, under
certain circumstances, plenary. Theregulationsgoverning provincia
and plenary council arepractically thesame.

Other Synods:. inadditionto those mentioned, thereare other synods
that aremoredifficult of classfication, as synodsof the East or the Wes,
the synodoi endemousai of Congtantinople, and themixed councils of
ecclesagtical and secular dignitaries who assembled together to make
regulationsfor both spiritual and civil matters.

Diocesan Synod: Differentfromall other coundilsisthe diocesan synod.
Other councils areassembliesof bishopswho havea definitive votein
the mattersunder consideration, but ina diocesan synod thereisonly
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onevoter and only onelawgiver, the bishop of the diocese. In hisbook
“De Synodo Dioecesana’ (lib. 1, c. i) Benedict XV thus defines a
diocesan synod: “ A lawful assembly convoked by thebishop, inwhich
he gatherstogether the priests and clerics of hisdioceseand al others
who are bound to attend it, for the purpose of doing and deliberating
concerning what belongsto the pastoral care.” Diocesan Synod is
therefore, an assembly in each diocese, convoked by theloca ordinary,
of al the pastorsand other diocesan and clerical religiousadminisirators
to deal with such mattersaspertain to the clergy and faithful of the
diocese. The Council of Trent (Sess. X X1V, c.ii, “Deref.”) required
that a diocesan synod be held once ayear. Diocesan synods, according
tothe Code of Canon Law (1918), wereto beheld at least once every
tenyears.Thislaw isgtill inforce, but amildinterpretation, introduced
by custom, hasbeentacitly sanctioned by the Holy See.

Usual Formalitiesof aDiocesan Synod: Usualy, the date for holding
the synod should be announced on the Feast of the Epiphany.
A month beforetheopening the decree of convocation should beaffixed
to the cathedral doors, and it should be published on three
success ve Sundaysin parish churches.

It belongsto thebishop to convoke thediocesan synod. Asthebishop is
the only law-giver at asynod, it belongs to him to draw up the
various decrees which hemay wishto promulgate a itssessons. While
he convokes the synod by hisown authority and isnot required to
consult his chapter concerning the convocation or itspreparatory acts,
yet he must ask diocesan consulters asto the decrees he desiresto
enact, though heisnot bound tofollow their advice.

Laymen may also beinvited by the bishop to be present at a synod if
thereisacustom to that effect, but under no circumstances can they
acquirearight to such summons.

At the synod the decrees determined on by the bishop are promul gated.
All the clergy and laity of the dioceseare bound by these decrees, and
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it is not necessary for the bishop to send his statutes to Rome for
revison beforepublication.

Thesubject-matter of the decrees framed at a diocesan synod should
concern only the preservation of faith or discipline. Under no
circumstancesmay suchasynod define any new articleof faith or decide
any doctrinal point in dispute between Catholic theologians or
frame statutes contrary to the common canon law of the Church.
Twelve areas of our discussion determined particularly are: ()
M unus Sanctificandi (Sanctifying Function of the Church): 1. Church
asthe People of God — Evangelization 2. Church asthe Believing
Community — Faith Formation, Adult Catechism 3. Church asthe
Liturgical Community —Liturgy, Sacraments, Sacramentals, etc.

(b) MunusDaocendi (Teaching Function of the Church): 4. Christian
Morality —socid evils 5. Mediaand Youth Ministry 6. Formation and
Functioning of the Laity —Associations 7. Social and Institutional
Ministries— Education, Health, Migrants, etc 8. Cultural and Political
Ministries 9. Priests and Religious — Seminary Formation 10.
Ecumenismand Inter-religious Didogue.

(€) MunusGuber nandi (Governing Function of the Church): 11. Curia,
Tribund, Tempordlities, Parish and Community Functioning—Kaikars,
Parish Pastoral Council, Family Units, etc. 12. Christian Families—
Elders, Children, etc.

Archdiocese of Verapoly and ItsFourth Synod

By theApostalic Letter “Humanae SalutisAuctor” of Leo X111 dated
September 1, 1886, the Hierarchy of Indiawas established and the
Vicariate of Verapoly wasraised to the status of an Archdiocesewith
the Most Rev. Dr. Leonard Mellano of St. LouisO.C.D. asitsfirst
Archbishop. Immediately after his appointment, the archbishop
convoked three Archdiocesan synods (April 23-25,1889; April
19,1893; December 15-15, 1896) in view of establishing a strong



-197 -

foundationtothelocal churchand he published 27 decrees. Thefourth
synod in the Archdiocese was declared by Archbishop Francis
Kallarakal on 28" October 2012 during the concluding ceremony of
the 125" jubilee cel ebrations of the Archdiocese of Verapoly.

Can. 463 81: The following must be called to a diocesan synod as
members of the synod and are obliged to participateinit:

1/ acoadjutor bishop and auxiliary bishops,

2/ vicarsgenera, episcopd vicars, and thejudicid vicar;
3/ canonsof the cathedral church;

4/ membersof the presbyteral council;

5/ lay membersof the Chrigianfaithful, evenmembersof indtitutes
of consecrated life, chosen by the pastora council inamanner
and number to be determined by the diocesan bishop or, where
thiscouncil does not exist, in amanner determined by the
diocesan bishop;

6/ therector of the diocesan major seminary;
7/ vicarsforane;

8/ at |east one presbyter from each vicariate forane, chosen by
all those who have the care of souls there; also another
presbyter must be chosen who, if thefirstisimpeded, isto
takehisplace;

9/ some superiors of religious institutes and of societies of
apostalic lifewhich haveahousein thediocese, chosenina
number and manner determined by the diocesan bishop.

Now it isour turn to discussthe present challenges and the areas of
renewal intheArchdiocesein order tolay the draft schemebeforethe
Synod and thusindeed the synod will havethe opportunity to debate
and decide whether these proposals should be progressed and
subsequently promulgated. (Can. 465: All proposed questions are
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subject to thefree discussion of the members during sessionsof the
synod).
For Discussion:

1. Whatistherdevanceof asynodintheArchdioceseof Vergpoly
initspresent context?

2. Highlight the particular areas of renewa intheArchdiocese—
under the broad categories of Faith, Participation and
Buildingup the Society - asit isgetting ready for adiocesan
synod. What should be our prioritiesof discussion?

3. What aretheexpected resultsof the post-synoda Archdiocess?

CASUS ON SYNOD - 1l
November 2013

FAITH FORMATION

TheChurch’sduty and right to preach the Gospel

Can. 747 81. The Church, towhich Christ the Lord hasentrusted the
deposit of faith so that with the assistance of the Holy Spirit it might
protect the reveal ed truth reverently, examine it more closely, and
proclaim and expound it faithfully, has the duty and innate right,
independent of any human power whatsoever, to preach the gospel to
all peoples, a so using themeansof social communication proper toit.

82. It belongsto the Church dwaysand everywhereto announcemora
principles, even about the social order, and to render judgment
concerning any human affairsinsofar asthefundamental rightsof the
human person or the salvation of soulsrequiresit.

How doweunder stand Heresy, Apostasy and Schism

Can. 751 Heresy isthe obstinate denial or obstinate doubt after the
reception of baptism of sometruthwhichisto be believed by divine
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and Catholicfaith; apostasy isthetotal repudiation of the Christian
faith; schismistherefusal of submissionto the Supreme Pontiff or of
communionwith themembersof the Church subject to him.

M eansfor faith formation

Can. 761 The various means available are to be used to proclaim
Chrigtiandoctrine: firgt of al preachingand catechetical ingtruction, which
alwaysholdthe principd place, but also the presentation of doctrinein
schools, academies, conferences, and meetingsof every typeandits
diffusonthrough public declarationsin thepressor in other instruments
of socid communication by legitimateauthority ontheoccasionof certain
events.

What isahomily?

Can. 767 81. Among theformsof preaching, thehomily, whichispart
of theliturgy itself andisreserved to apriest or deacon, ispreeminent;
inthehomily themysteriesof faith and thenormsof Christian lifeareto
be explained from the sacred text during the course of theliturgical
year.

§2. A homily must begiven at all Masseson Sundaysand holy days of
obligation which are cel ebrated with acongregation, and it cannot be
omitted except for agrave cause.

83. Itisstrongly recommended that if thereisasufficient congregation,
ahomily isto be given even at Masses cel ebrated during the week,
especially during thetime of Advent and Lent or on the occasion of
somefeast day or asorrowful event.

84. It isfor the pastor or rector of a church to take care that these
prescriptsare observed conscientioudly.

What should bethecontent of ahomily?

Can. 768 81. Thosewho proclaim the divineword areto proposefirst
of al tothe Chrigtianfaithful thosethingswhich onemust believeand
dofor theglory of God and the salvation of humanity.
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82. They are also to impart to the faithful the doctrine which the
magisterium of the Church setsforth concerning thedignity and freedom
of thehuman person, the unity and stability of thefamily anditsduties,
the obligationswhich people have from being joined together in society,
and the ordering of temporal affairsaccording to the plan established
by God.

Can. 769 Christian doctrineisto be set forth in away accommodated
to the condition of thelistenersand in amanner adapted to the needs of
thetimes.

Can lay peoplebeadmitted for preaching?

Can. 766 Lay persons can be permitted to preach in a church or
oratory, if necessity requiresit in certain circumstancesor it seems
advantageousin particular cases, according to the prescripts of the
conference of bishopsand without prejudiceto can. 767, 81.

Catechism

1. What doesthelaw say about pastoral responsibility of apastor
inthe catechetica ingtruction?

Can. 773 Itisaproper and graveduty especially of pastorsof
soulsto take care of the catechesis of the Christian people so
that theliving faith of thefaithful becomesmanifest and active
through doctrinal instruction and the experience of Christian
life.

2. What istheroleof parentsin the catechetical instruction of
their children?

Can. 774 81. Under thedirection of |egitimate ecclesiastical
authority, solicitudefor catechesisbelongsto all membersof
the Church according to each one’srole.

82. Parentsabove othersare obliged to form their children by
word and exampleinfaithandinthepracticeof Christianlife;
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sponsors and those who take the place of parents are bound
by anequal obligation.

. What doesthelaw say about thefacilitation of Catecheticsand
Catechisms?

Can. 775 81. Having observed the prescriptsissued by the
Apostolic Seg, itisfor the diocesan bishop toissue normsfor
catechetics, to make provision that suitable instruments of
catechesisareavailable, even by preparing acatechismif it
seems opportune, and to foster and coordinate catechetical
endeavors.

82. If it seemsuseful, it isfor the conference of bishopstotake
carethat catechismsareissuedfor itsterritory, with theprevious
approval of theApostolic See.

§3. Theconferenceof bishopscan establish acatechetical office
whose primary function isto assist individual diocesesin
catechetical matters.

. What istheroleof aparishinthe catechetical ministry?

Can. 776 By virtue of hisfunction, apastor isbound to take
careof thecatechetica formation of adults, youth, and children,
towhich purpose heisto usethe hel p of the clericsattached to
the parish, of membersof ingtitutesof consecrated lifeand of
societiesof apostoliclife, taking into account the character of
eachinstitute, and of lay membersof the Christian faithful,
especially of catechists. None of these areto refuseto offer
their helpwillingly unlessthey arelegitimately impeded. The
pastor isto promote and foster the function of parentsin the
family catechesismentionedin => can. 774, 82.

. What should the content of catechetical ministry?

Can. 777 Attentive to the norms established by the diocesan
bishop, apastor isto take carein aspecia way:
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1/ that suitable cateches sisimparted for the cel ebration of the
sacraments,

2/ that through catechetical instruction imparted for an
appropriate period of time children are prepared properly for
thefirst reception of the sacraments of penance and the Most
Holy Eucharist and for the sacrament of confirmation;

3/ that having received first communion, these children are
enriched morefully and deeply through catechetica formation;

4/ that catechetical instructionisgiven alsotothosewho are
physically or mentally impeded, insofar astheir condition
permits;

5/ that thefaith of youth and adultsisstrengthened, enlightened,
and devel oped through variousmeansand endeavors.

. What doesthelaw say about theformation of Catechists?

Can. 780 Local ordinariesaretotake carethat catechistsare
duly prepared to fulfill their function properly, namely, that
continuing formation is made available to them, that they
understand the doctrine of the Church appropriately, and that
they learnintheory and in practice the methods proper to the
teachingdisciplines.
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