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CASUS
SEPTEMBER - 2015

A Latin diocese hasthefaithful belongingto the Syro-Malabar
sui jurisChurch. Thesefaithful of the Syro-Malabar Church areunder
the pastoral care of the Latin Bishop, who has established a personal
parishwithapersona parish priest bel onging to the same Church. About
seven (7) Syro-Malabar familiesbelonging to thispersond parish have
indicated their intention not to be associated with that parish. They
arguethat they have been membersof the Latin parishfor avery long
timeand havereceived al their sacramentsinit. Therefore, they claim
that they havetheright to havetheir children baptized and confirmedin
theL atin parishaswel| asto cdebratetheir weddingsintheLatin Church.
They say that they do not want to have any dealingswith the personal
parish or the personal parish priest. Although the diocesan bishop has
met with them and hasencouraged them to participateinthelifeof their
own Church, they remain unmoved. If thissituationisleft unsolved, the
Latin parish may face more problems. Thefundamental question that
stares at us at this time is: Can these families be denied the
sacramentsof baptism, confirmation and marriagein theL atin
parish? Could you offer some sound canonical and pastoral
insightsin view of resolving thisproblem?

CCEO, Canon 38 dtipulates: “Christian faithful of Eastern
Churches, even if committed to the care of a hierarch or pastor of
another Church sui juris, neverthel essremain ascribed to their own
Church sui iuris’. Canon 112, 82 of CIC 1983 expressesasimilar
principle: “ Thepractice, however prolonged, of receiving thesacraments
accordingtotheriteof another Church sui jurisdoesnot entail enrollment
inthat Church.” Thiscanon, therefore, providesfor the reception of
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sacramentsin another Church sui juriswithout ascription to that Church.
Thelaw placesnotimelimit onthissharing of sacramentsin another
Church. Theplacesnotimelimit onthissharing of sacramentsin another
Church.

CCEOQO, Canon 31 gtates. “No oneisto presumetoinducein any
way theChrigtianfaithful totransfer to another Church sui juris” Canon
1465 states: “ A person, who ascribed to any Church sui juris, including
the L atin Church, and exercising an office, aministry or another function
inthe Church, has presumed to induce any member of the Christian
faithful whatsoever to transfer to another Church sui juriscontrary to
Canon 31, isto be punished with an appropriate penalty.”

Canon 32, 81 states: No one can validly transfer to another
Church sui juriswithout the consent of theApostolic See.

82. Inthe case of Christian faithful of an eparchy of acertain
Church sui juriswho petition to transfer to another Church sui juris
which hasitsown eparchy inthe sameterritory, this consent of the
Apostalic Seeispresumed, provided that the eparchia bishopsof both
eparchiesconsent tothetransfer inwriting.

Canonsfor study:
CIC, CANONS 111, 112, 214, 518 AND CCEO, 32.

CIC Codex luris Canonici

CCEO

Codex Canonum Ecclesiarum Orientalium
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