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Casus (October 2011)

Fr Brown is a Parish Priest. He does not like to sit in the
confessional for hearing sacramental confessions. He prefers to sit in
the sacristy to hear confessions. Some of the parishioners do not like
this and they complain that they do not feel free when they confess their
sins in the sacristy. Fr Brown justifies himself saying that the code of
canon law permits the priest to hear confessions in a church or oratory.
According to him there is nothing wrong in hearing confessions in
the sacristy and he quoted Padre Pio, who was hearing confessions in
the sacristy, shortly after he received the stigmata.

Canons 909-910 of 1917 code had singled out the confessions
of women for special restrictions, indicating that the confessional
for their celebration of the sacrament should be in an open and
conspicuous place while permitting the sacrament to be celebrated for
male penitents even in private homes. In some places, moreover, it was
customary and acceptable for the confessions of men to take place
regularly in rooms, sacristies and other areas without the use of a
special confessional. It was always understood that in many circum-
stances such as sickness the sacrament is properly celebrated in any
appropriate or available place.

In the Code of Canon Law of 1983 there are certain norms,
which want to ensure that the entire celebration may be enriching and
effective.

Questions:

1. What does the law say regarding the Place of Celebration of
the Sacrament of Confession? (Ref. Can. 964).

2. What does the Conference Catholic Bishops of India establish
regarding the confessional?

The C.C.B.L. considers that the norms given in Canon 964
regarding the confessional are sufficient for the present.
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What are the dispositions governing the time for the celebration
of the sacrament of Penance? For example, can the faithful
have recourse to the sacrament of Penance during Mass?
(Ref. Can. 986)

The principal norms governing the time for the celebration of the
Sacrament of Penance are found in the Instruction Eucharisticum
Mysterium (May 25, 1967). No. 35 states: “The Eucharist should
also be presented to the faithful "as a medicine, by which we are
freed from our daily faults and preserved from mortal sin"; they
should be shown how to make use of the penitential parts of the
liturgy of the Mass. "The precept 'let a man examine himself' (I
Cor. 11: 28) should be called to mind for those who wish to
receive Communion. The custom of the Church declares this to
be necessary so that no one who is conscious of having commit-
ted mortal sin, even if he believes himself'to be contrite, should
approach the holy Eucharist without first making a sacramental
confession." "If someone finds himselfin a case of necessity, how-
ever, and there is no confessor to whom he can go, he should
first make an act of perfect contrition." The faithful are to be
constantly encouraged to accustom themselves to going to con-
fession outside the celebration of Mass, and especially at the
prescribed times. In this way, the sacrament of Penance will be
administered calmly and with genuine profit, and will not inter-
fere with active participation in the Mass. Those who receive
Communion daily or very frequently should be counseled to go
to confession at times suitable to the individual case”. This does
not prohibit priests, except the one who is celebrating Mass,
from hearing confessions of the faithful who so desire, including
during the celebration of Mass. Above all nowadays, when the
ecclesial significance of sin and the sacrament of Penance is ob-
scured in many people, and the desire to receive the Sacrament
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of Penance has diminished markedly, pastors ought to do all in
their power to foster frequent participation by the faithful in this
sacrament.

What does the law say about the freedom to choose a
confessor? (Ref. Can. 991)

What does the law say about the absolution in danger of death?
(Ref. Can. 976)

What does the law say about the disposition of the penitent and
the obligation of the penitent to confess? (Ref. Canons 987-988)

Is confession through interpreter possible? (Ref. Can. 990)

What do you think about the sacrament of Penance during Mass?
Isitadvisable?
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