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CASUS
November 2012

THE DIOCESAN SYNOD

Diocesan Synods, alwaysregarded asimportant instrumentsin
effecting conciliar renewal, have been or areabout to be celebrated in
agrowing number of dioceses, especially sincethe promulgation of the
Code of Canon Law. Inthisrespect particular mention may be made
of the Second Pastoral Synod of the diocese of Rome, concluded on
the Solemnity of Pentecost 1983, which offered the Roman Pontiff
Pope John Paul 11 animportant teaching opportunity. In recent timesit
isnoted that expressions of diocesan communion have also adopted
other forms, sometimesdescribed as* diocesan assemblies’. Whilesuch
assembliesoftenindudedementsof diocesan Synods, they do, however,
lack a precise canonical character. It is considered thus more than
opportune to clarify the dispositions of canon law with regard to
diocesan Synodsaswell asto determine and devel op those procedures
to be adopted intheir execution.

Hence, thejuridical normsto be observed in the celebration of
such ecclesiad sessionsare set forthin thefollowing Canons 460-468:

Can. 460: A diocesan synod isagroup of selected priestsand
other membersof the Christianfaithful of aparticular churchwho offer
assistance to the diocesan bishop for the good of the whole diocesan
community according to thenorm of thefollowing canons.

Can. 461 81: A diocesan synodisto be celebrated in individual
particular churcheswhen circumstances suggest it in thejudgment of
the diocesan bishop after he hasheard the presbyteral council.

82: If abishop hasthe care of several diocesesor hasthe care of
oneasthe proper bishop but of another asadministrator, he can convoke
onediocesan synod for all thediocesesentrusted to him.
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Can. 462 81: Thediocesan bishop alone convokes adiocesan
synod, but not onewho temporarily presidesover adiocese.

82: The diocesan bishop presides over adiocesan synod. He
can, however, delegateavicar genera or episcopal vicar tofulfill this
respong bility for individual sessionsof thesynod.

Can. 463 81: Thefollowing must be called to adiocesan synod
asmembersof the synod and are obliged to participateinit:

1/ acoadjutor bishop and auxiliary bishops,

2/ vicarsgenerd, episcopal vicars, andthejudicid vicar;

3/ canonsof the cathedral church;

4/ membersof the presbyteral council;

5/ lay membersof the Christianfaithful, even membersof inditutes
of consecrated life, chosen by the pastoral council inamanner
and number to be determined by the diocesan bishop or, where
thiscouncil doesnot exist, inamanner determined by thediocesan
bishop;

6/ therector of the diocesan mgjor seminary;

7/ vicarsforane;

8/ at |east one presbyter from each vicariate forane, chosen by
al thosewho havethe care of soulsthere; al so another presbyter
must be chosenwho, if thefirst isimpeded, isto take hisplace;

9/ some superiors of religious institutes and of societies of
apostolic lifewhich have ahousein the diocese, chosenina
number and manner determined by the diocesan bishop.

8§2: Thediocesan bishop can aso call othersto adiocesan synod
asmembersof the synod; they can be clerics, membersof ingtitutes of
consecrated life, or lay membersof the Christianfaithful.

174 -

83: If the diocesan bishop hasjudged it opportune, hecaninvite
as observers to the diocesan synod other ministers or members of
Churchesor ecclesia communitieswhicharenot in full communion
with the Catholic Church.

Can. 464 If amember of the synod isprevented by alegitimate
impedi ment, the member cannot send aproxy to attend it in hisor her
name. The member, however, isto inform the diocesan bishop of this
impediment.

Can. 465: All proposed questions are subject to the free
discussion of the membersduring sessionsof thesynod.

Can. 466: Theonly legidator in adiocesan synod isthe diocesan
bishop; the other members of the synod possess only aconsultative
vote. Only hesignsthesynodal declarationsand decrees, which canbe
published by hisauthority aone.

Can. 467: Thediocesan bishop isto communicate the texts of
the synodal declarations and decrees to the metropolitan and the
conference of bishops.

Can. 468 81 Thediocesan bishop iscompetent to suspend or
dissolve adiocesan synod according to hisprudent judgment.

§2: When an episcopal seeisvacant or impeded, a diocesan
synodisinterrupted by thelaw itsdlf until the succeeding diocesan bishop
has decided that it isto be continued or hasdeclared it terminated.

For group discussion:

In preparation of our Archdiocesan Synod, the Venerable Curia
would like to collect each Forane's suggestions and observations
regarding our Archdiocesan statutesand rules. The Curiapresentsfor
thismonth’sgroup discussion the question of:

Confraternity (Kombrerya/Darshana Samooham):
Reference pages 116-125 of Archdiocesan statutesand rules (2004).
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NOTIFICATION -12

Asdirected by His Grace, Most Rev. Dr. FrancisKallarakal,
Metropolitan Archbishop of Verapoly, | hereby bring to your kind
attentionthisfollowing notification:

Father Antony Kaathiparambil, parishioner of St. FrancisXavier
Church Kaloor, incardinated in our Archdiocese, was suspended from
exeradsng sacred ministriesnamely, cdlebrating Holy Eucharist, Preaching
and Administering Sacramentsand Sacramental sand from placing acts
of governance as per Cann. 1333-1334 with effect from September
15, 2012 by a Decree issued by His Grace, Most Rev. Dr. Francis
Kdlarakal. Heisal so forbidden to wear cassock or any other official
ecclesiastical garb and to present himself asarepresentative or asan
agent of theArchdiocese of Verapaly.

Ernakulam Chancellor
15-11-2012 Archdiocese of Verapoly
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