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CASUS
February, 2019

The participation in Holy Mass on Sundays and other holy days
of obligation and refraining from work and activities which would impede
the sanctification of these holy days is the first precept of the Church.
The Church has laid down rules only in general for the observance of
these practices. To have a clear understanding of these rules and their
implications, we should know what authority prescribed these and in
what manner they have to be observed. The power and authority to
issue the precepts is vested in the Pope, the supreme head of the church.
The Pope has the authority to establish, transfer, and suppress feast
days and days of penance common to the Universal Church (CCEO c.
880; CIC c. 1244). In the Eastern Churches also the authority to
establish, transfer or suppress feast days and days of penance which
are common to all the Eastern Churches, is vested in the supreme
authority of the Church(CCEO c. 880, §1). But to establish, transfer
or suppress the feast as well as penitential days for the individual sui

Jjuris Churches is up to the authority that is competent to establish its
particular law (CCEO c. 880 §2). While doing so the individual sui
Juris Church has to seek the opinion of the other sui juris churches
also (CCEOQ c. 880, §2).

According to canon 1244, §2 of the CIC, the diocesan bishop
has the power to determine certain special feast days of penance in his
own diocese in addition to those determined by the Supreme Authority
of the Church for the Latin Church. The diocesan bishop can establish
such a day only in an individual instance, but not on an ongoing basis.
To be legally binding, the obligation should be stated in a general decree
establishing the special feast or day of penance, which decree must be
promulgated. A decree is not necessary if the bishop does not intend to
impose a legal obligation but only seeks to encourage or invite the faithful
to observe a special feast day or day of penance.
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According to canon 880, §3 of the Eastern code, apart from
Sundays the following are the days of obligation binding on all the Eastern
Catholic Churches:

1. Christmas (December 25)
Epiphany (January 6)

Dormition of the Holy Mother of God (Assumption-Aug. 15)
Holy Apostles of Peter and Paul (June 29)

An Eastern sui juris Church has the authority either to suppress
or to transfer the observance of any of these holy days of obligation to
a Sunday according to the particular law of that Church sui juris. But
the particular law (jus particulare) made by the synod of an Eastern
Catholic sui juris Church can seek the approval of the Pope before it
is implemented (CCEOQ c. 880,§3). Therefore, the synod of bishops of
an Eastern Catholic sui juris Church can seek the approval of the
Pope to suppress holy days of obligation or transfer them to Sundays.

1. Isthe Martydom of St. Thomas (Dukhrana) an obligatory
day in the Syro-Malabar Church?

July 3 is observed as the feast of St. Thomas the Apostle
(Martyrdom of St. Thomas) in the Syro-Malabar Church. It is included
in the liturgical calendar of the Syro-Malabar Church as an obligatory
day (art. 156, §1). The synod of bishops of the Eastern Catholic sui
Jjuri Churches have the authority to decide any feast day as obligatory
in the particular eparchy or eparchies over and ever those declared as
obligatory for all the Eastern Catholic Churches in general. It is in exercise
of this authority that St. Thomas day is declared as obligatory in the
Syro-Malabar Church. Moreover the particular law of the Syro-Malabar
Church has decided that it should celebrate the feast of the Blessed
and saints of the Syro-Malabar Major archi-episcopal Church with
due solemnity (art. 156,§3).

2
3. Ascension (Thursday after the 6" Sunday following Easter)
4
5
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The synod of bishops of the Eastern Catholic Churches does not
have the authority to transfer the observance of an obligatory day to
the following Sunday. The synod of bishops can only seek the Pope’s
approval to do so. Such an approval was refused to the synod of bishops
of the Syro-Malabar Church when they requested for transferring the
fulfillment of the obligation of the feasts of Epiphany, Ascension, and
Peter and Paul to the following Sunday after the actual day.

The reason for the refusal is said to be that such changes were
not considered to be in tune with the genuine Eastern traditions. Hence
in the liturgical calendar of the Syro-Malabar Church (2007-08) the
following feast are indicated as obligatory days.

2. What are the obligatory Days in the Latin Church?

Apart from Sundays the following are the obligatory days in the
Latin Church (CIC c. 1246, §1):

1. Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ-December 25
Epiphany-January 6

Ascension-6" Thursday after Easter

Body and Blood of Christ-Thursday after the Trinity Sunday
Holy Mary the Mother of God-January1

Immaculate Conception- December 8
Assumption-August 15

Saint Joseph- March 19

Saints Peter and Paul the Apostle-June 29

10. All saints- November 1

It may not be possible for the Christian faithful in the present day
circumstances to observe all the above the ten obligatory days in their
true spirit. Besides, all these ten obligatory do not have equal or uniform
importance everywhere. Considering this position the Code of Canon

A S A N A
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Law provides for necessary changes. Accordingly the conferences of
bishops have the authority to suppress the observance of any obligatory
day or to transfer it to a Sunday, which decision becomes effective
after confirmation by the Congregation for Bishops. The conference of
Latin Bishops in India sought permission of the concerned Congregation
to suppress the observance of certain feasts and to transfer the
observance of certain other fests t Sundays. They are follows:

A. Observance suppressed

1. Feast of Holy Mary the Mother of God January 1
2. Immaculate Conception-December 8

3. Feast of St. Joseph- March 19

4. Saints Peter and Paul the Apostles-June 29

5. All Saints- November 1

. Observance Transferred to Sundays

B

1. Epiphany- January 6

2. Ascension- Sixth Thursday after Easter
3

. Body and Blood of Christ- Thursday after Trinity Sunday.

In the decree issued on 12 December 1983 the Congregation
for Bishops granted sanction to the above changes. As a result the
faithful of the Latin Church in India are bound to observe only two days
as obligatory namely; Christmas (December 25) and Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary (August 15). Of course, these are in addition
to all the Sundays of the year which are days of obligation in the Universal
Church.
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