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NOTIFICATION - 25

Conference of Catholic Bishops of India

Circular on the New English Lectionary

To All Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious,
Catechists and Lay Faithful of the Latin Catholic Church in India

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

God honours and blesses those who respect and love His precious
Word. It is the most valuable possession we own, because it is
His written message to us. From Genesis to Revelation, God reveals
His mind and heart. Everything else will pass away, “but the word of
God stands forever” (Is. 40: 8). The Lord is still on His throne and
continues doing what He has promised in His Word. When we believe
and obey it, our lives are transformed. The Word of God brings us to
salvation, guides our steps, directs us to wisdom, lifts our burdens and
brings us joy.

After a long wait, we are happy to announce the arrival of the
New Lectionary to be used in all English language liturgical celebrations
in our country. The Church in India will begin to officially use this
Lectionary in liturgical celebrations from 5th April 2020, Palm Sunday.

It may be recalled that the Bishops of India had commissioned
the work on an English Translation of the Holy Bible consistent with the
teaching of the Church and according to the norms laid down in the
2001 Instruction Liturgiam Authenticam. They were aware that the
Bible version presently in use needed improvement for proclamation in
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the Liturgy, especially from the viewpoint of the more modern and
common usage of the English language.

The Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) during its
Plenary Assembly in February 2017 approved the English Standard
Version Catholic Edition (ESVCE) of the Holy Bible for use in the
Liturgy. The ESVCE is considered one of the most accurate English
translations of the Holy Bible from the original manuscripts.

This ESVCE has been used throughout the new Lectionary, with
the exception of the Psalms and Canticles, for which the Revised Grail
Psalms version has been used. The Lectionary has been prepared in
accordance with the Ordo Lectionum Missae, Editio Typica Altera
of 1981, with the additions authorized by the Holy See up to the present
day, including the new Votive Masses and Masses for Saints.

Encouraging active participation in the Liturgy, the Second Vatican
Council, in its Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum
Concilium, reminds us that in celebrating the Liturgy on earth, “we
take part in a foretaste of that heavenly Liturgy which is celebrated in
the holy city of Jerusalem towards which we journey as pilgrims”
(SC 8).

The New English Lectionary is prepared according to the Indian
Liturgical Calendar, incorporating special readings for the Solemnities,
Feasts and Memorials of Indian Saints and votive Masses for our
country. We earnestly request you to use the New English Lectionary
for Holy Mass from Palm Sunday, 5th April 2020 onwards. Hence the
English Lectionaries that are currently in use in India should be set aside
and replaced with the New Lectionary.

This new Lectionary is an invitation for each of us to deepen our
understanding of the Word of God and thereby participate in the liturgy
actively, fully and consciously, lifting ourselves up to the Lord. Let us
welcome the new Lectionary as a sign of a powerful instrument of God’s
grace in our lives.
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Dated the 1* of January, 2020, Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Most Holy Mother of God.

+ Filipe Neri Ferrao
President, Conference of Catholic Bishops of India
Archbishop of Goa and Daman

1 George Antonysamy
Vice President, CCBI
Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore

1 Anil Joseph Thomas Couto
Secretary General, CCBI
Archbishop of Delhi

NB: The content of this circular shall be informed to the Christ’s Faithful
on any convenient Sunday during the month of February 2020 in all
parishes, religious communities and institutions.
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NOTIFICATION-26
TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS

Rev. Fr. Joseph Lixon Aswez

Vice Chancellor

Archdiocese of Verapoly

Latin Archbishop’s House

Post Box No. 2581, Cochin - 682 031.

Rev. Fr. Josemon George Pazhanilath
Parish Priest

Christ the King Church

Arattuvazhy, Narackal P.O.- 682 505.

Rev. Fr. Sebastian Oliparambil
Priest in Charge

St. George’s Church
Manamthadam, Puthencruz - 682308

Rev.Fr. Jenson Livera Ithithara
Parish Priest

Lourdu Matha Church
Elamakkara-682 026

Chancellor

Printed and Published by Fr. Ebigin Arackal

New Vimala Social Service Centre, Kakkanad, Kochi -
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