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NOTIFICATION - 19
ORDO - 2024
Dear Rev. Fathers,

In view of updating our personal details in ORDO 2024, if
there is any correction, change, addition, etc. in your personal details
(Mobile Number, Email Id, Academic achievements, etc.), please
inform the Archdiocesan Curia in writing before 30™ September 2023.

06.08.2023 Chancellor
Verapoly
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CASUS
August 2023

Once, my friend and her fiancé met with the Parish Priest to
discuss wedding preparations, and he insisted they have to pay the
Parish a hefty sum in order to get married there. Can a Parish Priest
charge fees for a marriage ceremony? Likewise my grandmother gave
a small amount to the Parish Priest to celebrate Mass for my late
Grandfather. But the parish Priest returned the money saying that the
amount is not sufficient. What if somebody wants to request a Mass
but can’t afford the suggested offering ? David

A:  Firstof all, in the eyes of many people it may seem crass for
clerics to expect to receive monetary compensation for their
ministerial activities. But at the same time, we all know that
priests need sufficient income to cover their living
expenses. Canon 281.1 notes that the clergy deserve
appropriate remuneration, since they have dedicated their
lives to spiritual ministry. Consequently, if priests werent
compensated by the faithful in exchange for their spiritual
ministrations, from what other source could they possibly
derive their income?

In a typical first-world country today, parish priests receive a set
salary. In some poorer nations, however, priests still depend on the
stipends they receive for celebrating Masses, in order to support
themselves. But regardless of each priest’s actual need, canon
945.1 observes that every priest is allowed to accept a stipend for
the celebration—or the concelebration—of'a Mass.

At the same time, there is another, spiritual component to the
notion that the laity should give an amount of their own money in
exchange for the sacramental ministry of a priest. Making an
offering for (let’s say) a wedding generally involves a financial sacrifice,
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much like almsgiving does—and as such it can be a meritorious act in
itself. Additionally, the expense incurred also reminds us of the
importance of the ministerial act that we are requesting. As human beings,
we naturally tend to attach less value to things that we receive for free!

Thus there is no intrinsic problem with the Church establishing a
standard amount that is requested for the celebration of a Mass, or for
a wedding, a baptism or other types of sacramental ministry by the
clergy. But who sets the standards?

The answer is found in canons 952.1 (which deals with Mass
stipends) and 1264 n. 2 (addressing fees for administering the
sacraments). Both note that the provincial bishops’ meeting has
the responsibility for determining the offerings. Since the dioceses
of a province are in the same geographic region, and are located in the
same country, it’s entirely logical that they should be able to agree on a
monetary figure that constitutes a suitable stipend for the celebration of
aMass, as well as offerings for baptisms, weddings and other ministerial
activities. So does the money always go into the pocket of the priest
himself? In the case of a Mass stipend, the answer is yes. We may walk
into our parish office to request the celebration of a Mass for a particular
intention, and hand the stipend to the parish priest (in our diocese)
or to the parish secretary, but as canon 945.1 notes, ultimately that
stipend is supposed to go to the priest who actually celebrates that
Mass. (here , a portion of the received amount is fixed as Mass stipend).

But when an offering is made for the celebration of a wedding, a
baptism, or a funeral, the final destination of the money can vary.
In some parts of the world, the requested offering for a wedding or
funeral Mass might include payment for the services of the parish
organist, and/or a gift for each of the altar servers. When the bishops of
a province determine the standard offering, they might factor the costs
of cooling and lighting the church during the ceremony into the equation.
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A certain portion of the money may be destined for the priest who
performs the ceremony, while another portion might go to the parish -
individual bishops will determine exactly how the offering is to
be divided up (c. 531). Keep in mind that circumstances and customs
can vary widely from one region of the world to the next! But in general,
it is not safe to assume that the sum total of the “standard offering”
required by a parish will end up going to the priest.

While we’re on the subject, it’s worth noting that lay Catholics
frequently fail to appreciate the distinction between making a donation
to the parish, and giving a monetary gift to a priest who ministers to
them. Priests themselves, however, are well aware of the need to separate
the two! It’s not uncommon for a member of the faithful to walk up to
a priest—sometimes after a baptism or a funeral, sometimes for no
specific reason at all—and try to hand him money. It’s important for the
donor to explain to that priest whether the money is intended as a gift
for him personally, or it’s meant to be an offering to the parish.

That’s because if the donor fails to specify the purpose of the
donation, the priest is supposed to put it into the parish fund. Canon
1267.1 provides a general rule regarding such donations: any offering
given to the head of a Catholic entity such as a parish, a shrine,
a Catholic school or hospital, etc., is presumed to be made to the
entity itself, unless the contrary is clear. Let’s say that the pastor
of St. Anthony’s Church, in a third-world country, is walking around
with holes in his shoes, because he can’t afford new ones. Seeing this,
one of his parishioners takes compassion on him and offers him some
money, saying something like, “Hello, Father, I wonder if  may give
you this...” But if the parishioner doesn’t clearly explain that the money
is for him personally, the pastor is obliged to assume that it’s a gift to
the parish, and deposit it in the parish funds. This is also true of other
priests who may assist the pastor of the parish, if they are given donations
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after performing some ministry at the parish: if the donor fails to state
clearly that the money is intended for the priest himself, it must be put
into the parish fund (c. 531).

But what happens if the Catholic faithful want to get married, or
have their baby baptized, and genuinely can’t pay the sum established
by the bishops of their province? Canon 848 explains that needy
members of the faithful are not to be deprived of the sacraments
because of poverty. In an authentic case of need, the priest is
both legally and morally obliged to minister to the faithful even
when they are unable to afford the standard offering. That being
said, it is difficult for an engaged couple to plead poverty as an excuse
to evade paying the standard offering to their parish, while they are
simultaneously spending thousands on lavish clothes, flowers, and a
post-wedding reception! Under such circumstances, a pastor could
understandably be skeptical, and reasonably insist that the couple give
the established offering to their church.

The law is similar regarding Mass stipends: if'a Catholic wishes
to request that a Mass be celebrated for a particular intention, and
cannot afford the established sum, there is no reason why a lesser sum
cannot be accepted (c. 952.1). The Canon says: The Provincial
council or Provincial Bishops’ meeting is to determine by decree,
for whole of the province, what offering is to be made for the
celebration and application of Mass, and it is unlawful for a priest
to demand a large sum. However, he may accept for the
application of a Mass, an offering voluntarily made, which is
greater, or even less, than that which has been determined. It
should be clear that there are good, practical reasons why the Church
requests offerings for Masses and other types of sacramental ministry.
The spiritual wellbeing of the faithful obviously is of far greater importance
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than money—but at the same time, on a concrete level, the Church
couldn’t function for long without it.
1.  How many Masses can a priest offer in a day?

2. Cana Catholic priest give Holy Communion to Non Catholic
persons?
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