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NOTIFICATION -6
APPOINTMENTS

DISTRICT DIRECTORS OF COMMISSION
FOR CATECHETICS

ForANE DistrIiCT - 1

Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Azure Alex Panakkal
Asst. Parish Priest

St. Francis Assisi Cathedral

Ernakulam, Cochin - 682 031.

ForANE DistricT - 11

Rev. Fr. Ebin Vivera Thekkekanissery
Asst. Parish Priest

St. Antony’s Church

Vaduthala, Cochin - 682 023.

ForaNE DistricT - 111

Rev. Fr. Colin Pulickal

Asst. Parish Priest

St. Francis Xavier’s Church, Kaloor
Cochin- 682017

ForANE DistrICT -1V

Rev. Fr. William Charles Thaikkoottathil
Asst. Parish Priest

St. Raphael’s Church

Thykoodom, Cochin - 682 019
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FoRrRANE DiSTRICT -V

Rev. Fr. Dominic Kanappilly
Parish Priest

Lourde Matha Church
Thevakkal, Cochin - 682 021

ForANE DistrICT - VI

Rev. Fr. Bevin Thomas Kalloor
Parish Priest

Our Lady of Health Church
Ponjassery- 683547

ForANE DistrICT - VII

Rev. Fr. Jobin Panikulam
Priest in Charge

St. Antony’s Church
Chirayam-682032

ForaNE DistrICT - VIIT

Rev. Fr. Jenin Antony Marottiparambil
Administrator

Assisi Vidyaniketan Public School,
Perumpilly - 682 505.
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CASUS
March 2023

Q. I am Josephine, a choir member of St. Patrick’s Church.
As achoir member, [ often participate in the Most Holy Eucharistic
celebration on several occasions on the same day. Is it all right
to receive Holy Communion during every Eucharistic Celebration
on the same day?

One of the significant changes for the faithful in the Code of Canon
Law which was promulgated in 1983 was the permission to receive
Holy Communion more than once per day. In the past the law set certain
conditions, such as participation in a funeral, marriage or ordination
Mass. The new canon, however, simply states,

¢.917 A person who has received the Most Holy Eucharist may
receive it again (iterum) on the same day only during the celebration of
the Eucharist in which the person participates, with due regard for the
prescription of can. 921, part 2.

What it is saying is that if one attends a Mass after receiving
Holy Communion previously that day, one may receive it again. Ifit is
not a Mass, buta Communion Service for example, one may not receive
again.

However, since the Church encourages the full participation of
the laity in the Masses they attend, including Holy Communion (if they
are worthy), the question arose whether this canon might not permit
Holy Communion in any Mass, regardless of the number of times one
attended per day. After numerous bishops asked this question of the
Holy See, the Pontifical Commission for the Authentic Interpretation of
Legislative texts gave the following authentic interpretation, approved
by Pope John Paul II,
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Doubt: Whether, according to canon 917, one who has already received
the Most Holy Eucharist may receive it again on the same day
only a second time, or as often as one participates in the
celebration of the Eucharist.

Response: Affirmative to the first; negative to the second. [4A4S 76,
(1984) 746]

In the accompanying commentary it was explained that the
meaning of again (iterum) was to allow a second time, but not a third,

fourth etc... The exception to this is the one given in the law itself,
canon 921, 2.

Even if they have received Communion in the same day, those
who are in danger of death are strongly urged to receive again.

Thus, Communion given as Viaticum may be received at any
time.

One final note, this law applies to Latin Rite Catholics. In the
Eastern Catholic Churches the practice of frequent daily Divine

Liturgy (Mass) is not found, and so the Code of Canons of the Eastern
Churches is silent on this matter.

1. Normally, the Holy Communion is given under the species of
bread alone, then what the liturgical laws say about the
distribution of Holy Communion under both species?

2. In urgent and extreme necessity can we consecrate one element
without the other ?

3. Whatlaw permits a priest who is ill or elderly or unable to stand
or blind, for the celebration of the Holy Mass?
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