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CIRCULAR - 5
The Chrism Mass

Dear Rev. Fathers,

The Liturgy recommends that the Mass of the Chrism
concelebrated by the Bishop and his priests, should be manifestation of
the fellowship of the priests with their Bishop. In order to show the
unity of the presbyterium it is recommended that as many priests as
possible of our Archdiocese participate in the Concelebrated Mass of
the Chrism at 7.30 am in our St. Francis Assisi Cathedral on Maundy
Thursday, April 6™,2023.

Yours devotedly in Christ Jesus,

Ermakulam X Joseph Kalathiparambil
06.02.2023 Archbishop of Verapoly
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CIRCULAR - 6

Devotion to St. Joseph

Dear Rev. Fathers,

As St. Joseph is the Patron of the Universal Church and also
the special Patron of our Archdiocese according to the Rescript of
Pope Leo XIII, dated April 1, 1888 his Feast must be celebrated as
Solemnity. Since March 19 falls on the Fourth Sunday of Lent
this year, the Solemnity of St. Joseph is to be celebrated on
Monday, 20" March 2023.

The highly fruitful devotion to St. Joseph, which has been a
special feature of our people from ancient times, has to be kept up with
increasing fervour, especially in these days of spiritual aridity and
disruption of family life.

I would therefore direct as follows:-

1. The feast should be solemnly celebrated with High Mass,

Sermon etc.

2. Wherever possible, a treat to the poor should be arranged
subject to the then Covid restrictions.

With cordial blessings,

Ermakulam X Joseph Kalathiparambil
06.02.2023 Archbishop of Verapoly
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NOTIFICATION -4

Dear Rev. Fathers /Sisters,

The Archdiocesan Curia will remain closed during the Holy
Week, 2023 April 2-9. The Reverend Parish Priests are kindly
requested to inform the people about it. No petitions shall be accepted
during these days.

Ernakulam Chancellor
06.02.2023 Archdiocese of Verapoly
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NOTIFICATION -5

TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS
FEBRUARY, 2023

Rev. Fr. Abi Francis Durom
Asst.Parish Priest

St. Mary Magdalene’s Church
Moothedom, Maradu - 682 304

Rev. Fr. Allphin Antony Kochuveettil
Asst. Parish Priest

Little Flower Church

Pottakuzhy, N. Kaloor - 682 017

Rev. Fr. Antony Pascal Theruviparambil
Asst. Parish Priest

St. George’s Church

Karthedom, Malipuram P.O- 682 511.

Rev. Fr. Colin Pulickal

Asst. Parish Priest

St. Francis Xavier’s Church, Kaloor
Cochin - 682 017

Rev. Fr. Ebin Vivera Thekkekanissery
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Antony’s Church
Vaduthala, Cochin - 682 023.

Rev. Fr. George Jithu Vattappilly

Asst. Parish Priest

Mount Carmel Church

Chathiath, Cochin - 682 012. (Till 31 May 2023)
& Studies, Bangalore



10.

I1.

12.
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Rev. Fr. George Tinku Punnakkattussery
Asst. Parish Priest

Infant Jesus Church, Ernakulam

Cochin 682031

& Studies

Rev. Fr. Jilu Jose Mulloor

Asst. Parish Priest

St. George’s Church

Vadel, Nayarambalam P.O.- 682 509

Rev. Fr. Jipson Thomas Chanayil

Asst. Parish Priest,

St. Joseph’s Church, Vadakekottavathil,
Tripunithura - 682 301. (Till 31 May 2023)
& Studies

Rev. Fr. Joseph Tony Karvalio Muringanath

Asst. Parish Priest

St. Philomena’s Church & St.Kuriakose Elias Chavara Shrine

Koonammavu - 683 518

Rev. Fr. Karel Joice Kalathiparambil
Asst. Parish Priest

St. John the Baptist Church
Palarivattom, Cochin - 682 025

Rev. Fr. Lithin Jose Nedumparambil
Asst. Parish Priest

Holy Family Church.

S. Chittoor, Cochin - 682 027.
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18.

19.
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Rev. Fr. Lijo Joshy Puliparambil

Asst. Parish Priest, St. Jude Thaddeus Church

Kidangoor, Yoodhapuram - 683591

Rev. Fr. Martin Garrison Paiva Palliparambil

Asst. Parish Priest, St. James Church
Cheranellur - 682 034

Rev. Fr. Nijin Joseph Kattiparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Joseph’s Church
Vadakekottavathil, Tripunithura - 682 301.

Rev. Fr. Paxon Francis Palliparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Joseph’s Church
Thevara, Cochin - 682 013.

& M.A. Studies

Rev. Fr. Renil Thomas Ittikkunnath
Asst. Parish Priest

St. Jude Thaddeus Church

Ettekar, Edathala - 683 564.

Rev. Fr. Rinoy Xavier Kalapurakkal
Asst. Parish Priest

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Valappu, Ochanthuruth - 682 508.

Rev. Fr. Roshan Raphael Neissery
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Michael’s Church
Chembumukku, Kakkanad,
Thrikkakara P.O., Cochin - 682 021.
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Rev. Fr. Sebi Victor Thundiparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. George’s Church
Perumanoor, Cochin - 682 016.

Rev. Fr. Shamil Joseph Thykkoottathil
Asst. Parish Priest, Cruz Milagris Church
Kurisinkal, Ochanthuruth - 682 508.

&

Asst. Director, Navadarsan

Rev. Fr. Sibin Josy Nellissery
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Ambrose Church
Edavanakad - 682 502.

Rev. Fr. Sinu Cleetus Chamminikodath
Asst. Parish Priest

National Shrine Basilica of Our Lady of Ransom,
Vallarpadom, Cochin - 682 504

Rev. Fr. Sonu Ambrose Ithithara

Vice Rector, St. Joseph’s Minor Seminary
University P.O., Kalamassery - 682 022.
& Studies, Rome

Rev. Fr. Sunil Mudavassery

Asst. Parish Priest

Our Lady of Mercy Church
Ponnarimangalam, Cochin - 682 504.

Rev. Fr. Sujith Stanly Naduvilaveettil
Asst. Parish Priest

Our Lady of Immaculate Conception Church
Koratty - 680 309.
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Rev. Fr. William Charles Thaikkoottathil
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Raphael’s Church
Thykoodom, Cochin - 682 019

Rev. Fr. Febin Joseph Kizhavana
Asst. Parish Priest, Holy Family Church
Perumpilly, Narakkal P.O.- 682 505.

Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Azure Alex Panakkal
Asst. Parish Priest

St. Francis Assisi Cathedral

Ernakulam, Cochin - 682 031

Rev. Fr. Antony Francis Manaparambil

Asst. Parish Priest

National Shrine Basilica of Our Lady of Ransom,
Vallarpadom, Cochin - 682 504

Rev. Fr. Jibu Varghese Thaithara
Asst. Parish Priest

St. Francis Xavier’s Church, Kaloor
Cochin- 682017

Rev. Fr. Nibin Kuriakose Pappaliparambil
Asst. Parish Priest,

St. Francis Xavier’s Church

Ponekkara, AIMS P.O., Cochin - 682 041.
&

Asst. Director, Media Commission

Rev.Fr. Francis Xavier Dinoy Rebera Kaniyath
Secretary to the Archbishop

Latin Archbishop’s House

Post Box No. 2581, Cochin - 682 031.

&

House Procurator
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Rev. Fr. Dipu Valickal SDB
Asst. Parish Priest, Christ the King Church
Christ Nagar, Varapuzha - 683 517.

Rev. Fr. Janosh Martin m.ss.cc.
Asst. Parish Priest, St. Joseph’s Church
Neerikode - 683 511.

Very Rev. Fr. Job Vazhakoottathil
Rector, St. Joseph’s Minor Seminary
South Kalamassery,

University P.O., Pin- 682 022.

&

Director, Commission for VSCR

Rev. Fr. James Joseph Shaiju Thoppil
Parish Priest, St. Mary Magdalene’s Church
Moothedom, Maradu - 682 304

Rev. Fr. George Sequeira
Director, Lourdes Hospital
Pachalam, Cochin - 682 012.
&

Director, Commision for Health

Rev. Fr. Felix Chullikkal
Parish Priest, St. Pius X Church
Kalamassery-683 104.

&

Coordinator, Public Relations, St. Paul’s College

Rev. Fr. Sabu Nedunilath

Director, St. Paul’s International School
Kalamassery - 683 104

&

Priest in Charge, Vimalambika Church, Pallilamkara
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Rev. Fr. Joseph Chelat
Avilabhavan , Chembumukku, Kakkanad
Cochin - 682 021.

Rev. Fr. Yesudas Pazhampilly

General Cordinator for Ministries and Commissions
Director,

Public Relation Department & Media Commission
&

Director, BCC

Rev. Fr. Antony Vibin Xavier Velikkakath
Studies

Rev. Fr. George Mangalath
Parish Priest, Our Lady of Rosary Church
Murikumpadam, Azheekal P.O. - 682 510.

Rev. Fr. John Palliparambil
Chaplain

Aroghyamatha Church, AIMS
Ponekkara, Pin - 682041

Rev. Fr. George Joseph Thoundayil
Parish Priest, St. Sebastian’s Church
Bolghatty, Cochin - 682 504.

&

Director, Aswas Counselling Centre

Rev. Fr. Jeen Felix Kattassery
Studies

Very Rev. Fr. Francis Xavier Thannikaparambil
Vicar Forane of Dist. IV & Parish Priest

St. Joseph’s Church, Vadakekottavathil
Tripunithura - 682 301.
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Rev. Fr. Augustine Baiju Kuttickal
Spiritual Animator

Navajeevan Animation Centre
Thottuva- 683544

Rev. Fr. Prince Xavier Kannothuparambil

Priestin Residence

Navajeevan Animation Centre, Thottuva- 683544

Rev. Fr. Thomas Shobin Kuttikatt
Parish Priest, St. Francis Xavier’s Church
Pizhala, Cochin - 682 027.

Rev. Fr. Jibin George Mathirappilly
Parish Priest

St. Sebastian’s Church, Edayakkunnam
S.Chittoor, Cheranelloor P.O- 682 027.
&

Asst. Director, ESSS

Rev. Fr. Jose Dominic Chooreparambil
Associate Director

St. Joseph’s Boy’s Hostel

Koonammavu, Varapuzha - 683 518.

Rev. Fr. Sebastian Vattaparambil
Priest in Charge, Lourdu Matha Church
Toll-gate Road, Vaduthala

Cochin - 682 023.

Rev. Fr. Jobin Panikulam
Priest in Charge, St. Antony’s Church
Chirayam-682032
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56. Rev. Fr. Anil Antony Theruvil
Parish Priest, St. Antony’s Church
Mulamthuruthy - 682 314

57. Rev. Fr. Rockey Joslin Chakkalakkal
Parish Priest, St. Joseph’s Church
Malipuram- 682511
&

Associate Director, Media Commission

Ernakulam
06-02-2023

Chancellor



-64 -

SECRETARIAT OF STATE

FIRST SECTION — GENERAL AFFAIRS

From the Vatican, 13 January 2023

N. 584.095

Your Grace,

I am writing in the name of the Holy Father to express his gratitude
for the Christmas and New Year greetings which you sent to him on behalf
of the Archdiocese of Verapoly. The prayers offered for his intentions are
deeply appreciated.

His Holiness invokes upon you and those entrusted to your care an
abundance of joy and peace in Christ the Incarnate Son of God. As a token

of his closeness, he cordially imparts his blessing.

With prayerful best wishes, I remain

Yours sincerely in Christ,

SRR

¥ Edgar Pefia Parra
Substitute

The Most Reverend
Joseph Kalathiparambil
Archbishop of Verapoly
PB No. 2581

Marine Drive

Kochi 682 031

Kerala

India
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CASUS
February 2023

Q:  We as Catholics commonly use the word “feast” to cover
everything from church feasts of various saints and the Blessed
Mother, to Corpus Christi, etc. We also understand that there are
three kinds of feasts/celebrations: memorial, feast, solemnity. Could
you kindly elaborate on these three categories? Also, why is Corpus
Christi not a holy day of obligation? — Christina

A:  Effectively we use the word “feast” to cover all levels of
celebration, even though the word also has a precise technical meaning
in the hierarchy of celebrations. There is no great difficulty in this, as the
context usually clarifies whether we are speaking technically or in general.

The three basic classes are those mentioned by our reader,
although memorials are often divided up into obligatory and optional.
There are some other means of classifying the celebrations which give
different numbers and categories. For example, if one classifies on the
basis of which Masses may be celebrated on a given day, one comes
up with seven groupings of celebrations.

The difference between the three basic categories resides in their
importance, which in turn is reflected in the presence or absence of
different liturgical elements.

Solemnities are the highest degree and are usually reserved for
the most important mysteries of faith. These include Easter, Pentecost
and the Immaculate Conception; the principal titles of Our Lord, such
as King and Sacred Heart; and celebrations that honor some saints of
particular importance in salvation history, such as Sts. Peter and Paul,
and St. John the Baptist on his day of birth.

Solemnities have the same basic elements as a Sunday: three
readings, prayer of the faithful, the Creed and the Gloria which is recited
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even when the solemnity occurs during Advent or Lent. It also has
proper prayer formulas exclusive to the day: entrance antiphon, opening
prayer, prayer over the gifts, Communion antiphon, and prayer after
Communion. In most cases it also has a particular preface.

Some solemnities are also holy days of obligation, but these vary
from country to country.

A solemnity is celebrated if it falls on a Sunday of ordinary time
or Christmastide. But it is usually transferred to the following Monday
if it falls on a Sunday of Advent, Lent or Easter, or during Holy Week
or the Easter octave.

A feast honors a mystery or title of the Lord, of Our Lady, or of
saints of particular importance (such as the apostles and Evangelists)
and some of historical importance such as the deacon St. Lawrence.
The feast usually has some proper prayers but has only two readings
plus the Gloria. Feasts of the Lord, such as the Transfiguration and
Exaltation of the Holy Cross, unlike other feasts, are celebrated when
they fall on a Sunday. On such occasions they have three readings, the
Gloria and the Creed.

A memorial is usually of saints but may also celebrate some aspect
of the Lord or of Mary. Examples include the optional memorial of the
Holy Name of Jesus or the obligatory memorial of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary. From the point of view of the liturgical elements there is no
difference between the optional and obligatory memorial. The memorial
has at least a proper opening prayer and may have proper readings
suitable for the saint being celebrated. The readings of the day may be
used, and the lectionary recommends against an excessive use of specific
readings for the saints so as not to interrupt too much the continuous
cycle of daily readings. On the other hand, the specific readings should
always be used for certain saints, above all those specifically mentioned
in the readings themselves, such as Martha, Mary Magdalene and
Barnabas.
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During Lent and Advent from Dec. 17 to 24 memorials may be
celebrated only as commemorations. That is, only the opening prayer
of the saint is used and all the rest comes from the day.

Nov. 2, All Souls’ Day, is something of a special class that, without
being a solemnity, still has precedence over a Sunday.

It is also important to note that the same celebration may have a
different classification in various geographical areas, as some celebrations
and saints are venerated more in one place than in another. For example,
St. Benedict, an obligatory memorial in the universal calendar, is a feast
in Europe since he is one of its patrons. But he rates a solemnity in the
diocese and abbey of Montecassino where he is buried.

Finally, the decision on whether a solemnity such as the Body
and Blood of the Lord is a holy day of obligation falls primarily upon
the bishops’ conference, which decides based on the pastoral reality of
each country. Some have maintained the traditional Thursday celebration
and kept it as a holy day; others might have maintained the day but
without the obligation. Many have preferred to transfer the celebration
to the following Sunday so as to ensure its celebration with the greatest
number of faithful. The Vatican, for example, continues the traditional
Thursday celebration and thus the Holy Father’s procession with the
Blessed Sacrament is held on that day. The Diocese of Rome, however,
along with the rest of Ttaly, celebrates it on the following Sunday.

1. Other than the Lord’s day which are the days of obligation in the
Universal Church?

2. Who is competent to select days of obligation for respective
regions and to suppress certain days of obligation or transfer
them to a Sunday? Which are the days of obligation for India?
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