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CIRCULAR-3

Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI)
24 - 30 January 2023

The Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI), is holding
its 34™ plenary assembly on “Telling the Story of Jesus in our Context:
The Synodal Way” at St. John’s National Academy of Health
Sciences, Bangalore from 24" January to 30" January 2023.
May I humbly request you and your respective communities
to pray so that this plenary assembly of the National Episcopal
Conference may bear fruit for the Church in India, especially in the
sphere of Evangelization. The CCBI is the conference of the Latin
Catholic Bishops of India, which consists of 132 dioceses and
182 member Bishops. It is also the fourth largest Canonical National
Episcopal Conference in the World and largest in Asia.

Since I am participating in the meeting of CCBI, I will
be away from the Archdiocese in these days. In my absence
Very Rev. Msgr. Mathew Kallinkal, the Vicar General will discharge
all the routine administrative responsibilities.

Ermakulam = Joseph Kalathiparambil
02.01.2023 Archbishop of Verapoly
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NOTIFICATION -1

CENSUS REPORT AND STATISTICAL DATA
FORTHE YEAR 2022

Dear Reverend Fathers and Sisters,

The Annual Census Report and Statistical Data for the year 2022
of our parishes and institutions are to be prepared, so as to cover the
period from January 1 to December 31, 2022.

You are requested to send this report and also the copies of the
Registers of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths of the year 2022 to our
Curia before February 28, 2023. Since the copies of the registers of
Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths are to be kept for many years in the
Archdiocesan Archives, please do not send the Photostat or carbon
copies. The carbon and Photostat copies will fade away in a years’
time.

Printed forms of Census and Registers are available in
our Archdiocesan Curia.

May I request you to pay special attention in sending the reports
in due time so that we can send the same to Rome on time.

Yours devotedly in Christ Jesus,

Ermakulam & Joseph Kalathiparambil
02.01.2023 Archbishop of Verapoly
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NOTIFICATION -2

2022-2023 QVOMIOMISQB A6
SME&NIH00 MaAdMENIMDIOMm qVosnIMWl 9f

Cwu) D3 (allw TVEa0030662U3]:G,

2022-2023 TLOMUON]S AUBUOIOL! BHEMENHUB 2023 HAW
31M) @)MI0W] INTERNAL AUDITING @) @R@I0)}al®0 &0030LIQ O3
aBLiallHnNEmMo6M). &)S0O®, 2021-2022 TLOMUAM]HQAUGHOD]SEA
MmmMes alsslsHSloeIW)o MUNIalIMEBSIHRIW)0 & 6N &9) H U3
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NOTIFICATION -3

The following Rev. Deacons of the Archdiocese of Verapoly were
ordained Priests by His Grace the Archbishop Joseph Kalathiparambil
at St. Francis Assisi Cathedral, on 28th December 2022.

1. Deacon Antony Francis Manaparambil

2. Deacon Emmanuel Panakkal

3. Deacon Febin Joseph Kizhavana

4. Deacon Jibu Varghese Thaithara
Emakulam Chancellor
02.01.2023 Archdiocese of Verapoly

NOTIFICATION -4

Dear Rev. Fathers / Sisters,

The Eccleciastical Calendar (Ordo 2023) is ready to be collected
from the Curia. You are requested to collect them on payment
(Rs. 130/-) at the earliest possible.

Ernakulam Chancellor
02.01.2023 Archdiocese of Verapoly
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CASUS
January 2023

Q: Black masses, satanic rites, sacrilegious treatment of the
Eucharist, cemeteries and sacred objects profaned. Reports on events
of this kind are now the order of the day. One merely has to open a
newspaper to see how widespread is the phenomenon. It grew
particularly in the 1980s and 1990s, and involves not just members
proper of secret sects but an increasing number of faithful, both lay and
clergy. Civilian authorities are increasingly asked to track down crimes
of this sort. But what does Canon Law envisage as punishment
for faithful (clergy and laity) who profane the Eucharistic species or
desecrate holy places or objects?

A:  Profanation of the sacrament of the Eucharist is one of the most
heinous of crimes for the Catholic Church.

The Eucharist is the sacrament of the Church's unity. It englobes
the entire spiritual good of the Church: Jesus Christ our Lord had given
us this Most Holy Sacrament. One can see why the legislation of
the Church, even from the penal standpoint, is intent on stressing its
importance and inculcating a profound respect for the sacrament in the
faithful. The crime in question concerns the consecrated species of both
bread and wine. There is offence, however, even if only one species is
profaned. It must involve the consecrated species because the
Catholic faith recognizes the real presence, true and substantial, of the
Body and Blood of the Lord only in them. The crime is committed
when the species are thrown on the ground without respect, or if the
consecrated hosts are scattered on the altar with contempt, or if the
consecrated wine is poured away so as to steal the chalice. Itis alsoa
crime when the consecrated species are taken away or kept for a sinful
purpose. It does not constitute offence if the species are simply
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removed or kept something certainly unlawful—but it must be done for
a sinful purpose. The old Code of Canon Law said : ad malum finem,
the new wording is : ad finem sacrilegum. There is no difference, the
present Code simply intends to clarify that it is a matter of sacrilege.

The punishment envisaged, as set down in Canon 1367, is
excommunication (latae sententiae) reserved to the Apostolic See:
Whoever profanes the consecrated Eucharistic species, or removes or
keeps them for a sacrilegious purpose, incurs excommunication (latae
sententiae). Latae sententiac means the sentence already given,
meaning it is incurred by the very fact of having committed the offence,
without the need for any trial (Canon 1314). Reserved to the Apostolic
See means that the sentence can only be lifted by the Holy See
(Canon 1354-1355).

A person who has incurred punishment can be absolved by a
father confessor in the sacrament of Penance only in the urgent case
envisaged by Canon 1357 and by any priest if the guilty party is in
danger of death, according to Canon 976. In all other cases absolution
for the offence is reserved to the competent authority, the Holy See,
which can remove the punishment through the Apostolic Penitentiary
or the relevant department.

Ifthe offender is a cleric another very grave punishment can be
added to that of excommunication as set down in Canon 1367. This is
removal of the clerical state. It does, however, require a judicial
process since the competent authority has to investigate the facts so as
to evaluate them fully.

The act of taking part in a black mass is a very grievous sin.
Whoever takes part in a black mass in which the Eucharist is profaned
immediately incurs excommunication .

Canon 1171 tells us what a sacred thing is. Sacred things are all
those destined to divine worship through dedication or blessing in a
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constitutive way. Canon 1269 sets out that a sacred thing may or may
not be ecclesiastical property, just as it may be public or private,
moveable or real property (Canon 1376). For example, the chalice
used in the celebration of the Eucharist is a sacred thing. Canon 1269
thus states that sacred things cannot be freely employed for profane
uses unless they have first lost their dedication or blessing. So to
profane a sacred thing means making profane use of it, an unfitting use
(itis not licit, for example, to take a chalice for the celebration of the
Eucharist and make a common drinking vessel of it). Profaning
something also means using it for sordid, perverse and sinful purposes.
Furthermore Canon 1205 defines a sacred thing those places which
are destined to divine worship or to the burial of the faithful through
dedication or blessing—a church or a cemetery, for instance. So holy
places are also profaned, says Canon 1211, if gravely offensive actions
are performed there with scandal.

Canon 1376 says: Let whoever profanes a sacred thing,
moveable or real, be punished with the Just penalty. A punishment is
thus obligatory but undefined. The sanction depends on the gravity of
the offence and the perpetrator. It may be suspension (this only in the
case of clerics), excommunication or interdiction, or the loss of some
right (Canon 1335) when the guilty party is a simple layperson.

If the phenomenon were to take place on an increasingly
worrying scale, we could not exclude the possibility that the
punishment envisaged would become harsher. It is difficult to conceive
of any harsher treatment of the offence of profanation of the Eucharistic
species since excommunication reserved to the Apostolic See already
constitutes the maximum penalty. On the other hand there has already
been action on related matters—for example, sanctions not envisaged
by the Code for breaching the secret of Confession. Indeed in the new
Code, Canon 1388 paragraph 1 establishes that the priest who breaks
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the seal of confession is punished with excommunication reserved to
the Apostolic See, while whoever breaches the secret of confession
(Canon 1388, paragraph 2) commits an offence punishable by an un-
determined obligatory penalty. But following on the worrying expan-
sion of this offence by the violation of the secret through instruments
such as tape recorders, for example, it became clear that punishment
had to be made more severe. So in 1988 the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith ( Now, Dicastery), acting on particular powers
given it by the Holy Father, established that anyone who, through the
use of any technical instrument, listens in on or makes public through
the instruments of social communication what was said by the confes-
sor or the penitent in a genuine or fake sacramental confession incurs
excommunication.

1. Whatpunishment is envisaged for a crime against the Most Holy
Eucharist ?

2. Whatare the Sacred places in the Catholic Church ?

3. Whatpunishment is envisaged for a crime against Sacred places
and objects ?
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