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NOTIFICATION - 13
TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS 2022

Rev. Fr.AugustineL aiju Kandanattuthara
Adjutant Judicia Vicar

Dioceseof Galup

& Parochial Vicar, Saint Teresaof AvilaParish
Grants, New Mexico, USA

Rev. Fr. Raphael Sinil Chanassery
Asst. Manager,

. Paul’sCollege

Kalamassery - 683 104

&

Priestin Charge, St. Paul’sChurch

Rev. Fr. Sebi Victor Thundiparambil
Asst. Parish Priest

Mount Carmel Church

Chathiath, Cochin - 682 012.

Rev. Fr. Jose Dominic Choor epar ambil
PriestinCharge

. Antony’s Church, Chirayam-682032

&

Associate Director

. Joseph’'sBoysHostel, Koonammavu

Rev. Fr. Joseph Joy Mathirappilly
I nterim Parochia Administrator

. Joseph’'sChurch

Manakkapady - 683 520.



-219 -

6. Rev.Fr.Jaison Nedumparambil Francis OSA
Parish Priest
Mary Queen Help of Christian Church
Marigpuram, Choornikkara
ThaikattukaraP.O., Aluva- 683 106.

7.  Rev.Fr. Antony Merash Puthenpurackal OSMdL
Specia Pastoral Assistance
Our Lady of FatimaChurch

Elamkulam, Cochin - 682 020.

25.09.2022 Chancdlor
Vergpoly

NOTIFICATION - 14

TheNew Directory of Archdiocese of Verapoly isavailable
inthe Curiafor Rs. 200/- per one copy.

25.09.2022 Chancdlor
Vergpoly
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CASUS
OCTOBER 2022

| realizethat Catholic doctorsand nursescan’t participatein
performing abortions, but sometimesthey work in hospitalswhere
abortionsare performed by others. If they have accessto the body of
an aborted baby, should they quietly baptize him/her?—Christina

A: Theshort answer to Christina’ squestion s, “No, exceptin
rarestuations.” There' satheologica reasonfor this, whichwe |l get to
shortly. But first, let’ sbriefly discuss something about the sacrament of
baptism.

The Church teachesthat Sacrament of Baptismisnecessary for
salvation, which is frequently referred to as the “gateway to the
sacraments, because only abaptized person can validly receiveany of
the other six sacraments (CCC 1213; c. 849). Because of itspivotal
importance, it isthe one sacrament that iseasiest to administer validly.

Infact, baptismistheonly sacrament that can beconferred vaidly
not only by alayman, but even by anon-Christian! Canon 861, which
notesthat theordinary minister of the sacrament of baptismisa
bishop, priest or deacon, addsthat in case of necessity, any person
who hastheright intention may baptize. To citeacommon example
(whichisasorelevant to Christina squestion), doctorsand nurses—
whether Catholic or not—have been known to baptize many, many
infantsand adultsin emergency medical situations. And the Church
recognizesthevdidity of theseemergency baptisms, performed without
any of theexterna churchrituasnormally present at aCatholic baptism.

Given theimportance of the sacrament of baptism, itisn’t at al
surprising to find that canon 86781 statesthat outsi de of emergency
Stuations, parentsareobliged to seethat thair infantsare baptized within
thefirst few weeksafter birth. Thevery next paragraph, canon 86782,
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adds that if the child is in danger of death, he is to be baptized
immediately.

Thislogically brings usto theissue of aborted children. The
scenario raised in Christina’squestion isaddressed directly in canon
871, whichtellsusthat if aborted fetusesarealive, they aretobe
baptized insofar aspossible. Thisisafairly short statement, but its
careful wording is firmly grounded in the Church’s theological
understanding of the sacrament of baptism, and warrantsacloser look.

First of dl, aborted children should be baptized if they arealive.
That’sbecausethe Church’ssacramentsarefor theliving, not the
dead. Thedifferent purposes of the seven Catholic sacraments, and
thedifferent graces conferred by them, areintended for personswho
aredtill here on earth, heading toward our homein Heaven. Oncewe
haveleft thisworld, bestowa of thosesacramenta gracescannot benefit
usany longer. Thisis, by theway, the samereasonwhy Catholic priests
do not administer the sacrament of theanointing of thesick to aperson
who clearly hasaready died.

Secondly, baptismisto be conferred on babieswho havesurvived
abortionif possible. Since onereasonably presumesthat practicing
Catholicsdon’twork indlinicswhich specidizeexclusvely inabortions,
the odds that any of us might have access to a baby there who has
managed to stay alivethrough the abortion processare slimto none.
But in quite afew partsof theworld, Catholic medical professionals
may very well beworkingin hospitalswhereabortionsare performed,
even though they themsel vestake no part in them. Depending onthe
circumstances, it certainly can happen that, say, aCatholic member of
the hospital staff somehow has access to a child who has at |east
temporarily survived abotched abortion, in which case baptizing the
childwould beinfull accord with Catholic sacramental theology and
canon 871.
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Thissituationisknown to have occurred about tenyearsagoin
Italy, in the southern town of Rossano. An abortion had been performed
inastate-run hospital there; and the next day, the Catholic hospital
chaplain cameto pray over the baby’sbody—only to discover that the
baby wasalive! . Thisisprecisely the sort of scenario where canon
871 would apply; and athough no detailsare publicly known, it seems
safeto assumethat the priest did manageto perform ahasty baptism
beforethechild died thefollowing day.

If ababy isdead—uwhich of courseisnormally the case after an
abortion—he/she cannot vaidly be baptized. But if aCatholic wereto
encounter the dead body of such a child, it would certainly be
theologically appropriate to pause and pray, entrusting the baby’s soul
to themerciful Hands of God and perhapspraying alsofor hisparents.
That isno doubt what the priest in the Rossano hospital wasoriginally
intending to dowhen hearrived on the scene.

What if it'spossible that thebaby istill alive, butit’ sgenuingy
hardtotell?If therereally isachancethat the child hassurvived, it
makes senseto try to baptize him before he dies, if the opportunity
presentsitsdlf. Thisistruenot only of aborted babies, but of al children
whose mothersarerushed to the hospital and givebirth prematurely to
achild who may or may not be stillborn. Depending of courseonthe
Situation, the possibility might exist that the baby istill living (at least
for abrief while), inwhich casebaptizing him/her would betheol ogicaly
appropriateif it can be done.

Sinceso many abortionsinvolveripping childrento piecesbefore
extractingthemfromtheir mothers wombs, however, theré slittlereason
to wonder whether ababy who hasgonethrough thishorrific procedure
hasdied or not. Thusbaptismwould beanon-issuein such circumstances.

Occasiondly one hearsnightmarish-but-true storiesof pro-lifers
who have found baby’s bodies, or body parts, that had been tossed
into dumpstersoutside of abortion clinics. Sincethesearethebodiesof
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human beings, madeintheimageand likeness of God and thusendowed
withaninnatedignity, they merit arespectable buria and oftenapriest
or non-Catholic minister isasked to perform alittlefunerd beforethey
areproperly buriedinasuitable place. But it’ sworth pointing out that
thisisaseparate matter from admini stering baptism.

Canon 849 tellsusthat baptismisnecessary for salvation but
what happensto the soulsof aborted babies, who died without baptism?
God doneknowsfor sure. SinceHelovesthesechildrenwith aninfinite
love, andsinceit' shardly their fault that their liveswere abruptly ended
before they could be baptized, we can piously hope that God has
arranged aspecia placefor them whichreflectsthis. Sacramentsare
for theliving, whichisjust onemorereason why we Catholicspray that
expectant motherswill lwayschooselife.

1.  Should hospita staff be baptizing aborted fetuses, if they have
the chance?

2. Canalay person or non Christian administer the Sacrament of
Baptism?

3. Asresponsible parish Priests how you instruct and prepare
Parents of achild who isto be baptized, and those who areto
undertake the office of sponsors? Share your experiences.



Printed and Published by Fr. Ebigin Arackal
New VimalaSocial Service Centre, Kakkanad, Kochi - 21



