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NOTIFICATION - 11
TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS 2022

1. Rev. Fr. Navin Thengapurackal,
St. Joseph’s Church
Archdiocese of Vancouver
Langley. 20676 Fraser Highway Langley,
BC V3A, Canada

2. Rev. Fr. Antony Sijan Manuveliparambil
Parish Priest, St. Patrick’s Church,
Vyttila, Kochi—682 019
&
Director, Commission for Bible

3. Rev. Fr. Joseph Rajan Kizhavana
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish
2312 E. Campbell Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85016, USA

FORANE DIRECTORS
OF COMMISSION FORYOUTH

I - FoRrANE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. Lijo Joshy Puliparambil
Asst. Parish Priest

St. George’s Church

Perumanoor, Cochin - 682 016.

I1 - ForaNE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. Roshan Raphael Neissery
Asst. Parish Priest

St. Antony’s Church

Vaduthala, Cochin - 682 023.
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III - FORANE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. Jilu Jose Mulloor
Asst. Parish Priest
Little Flower Church, Pottakuzhy, N. Kaloor - 682 017

IV - FORANE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. Renil Thomas Ittikkunnath
Asst. Parish Priest

St. Mary Magdalene’s Church
Moothedom, Maradu - 682 304

V - FoRrANE DiSTRICT

Rev. Fr. Raphael Stinil Chanassery
Asst. Manager,
St. Paul’s College, Kalamassery - 683 104

VI - FORANE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. Sibin Josy Nellissery
Asst. Parish Priest

St. Jude Thaddeus Church
Kidangoor, Yoodhapuram — 683591

VII - FORANE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. Jose Dominic Chooreparambil
Priest in Charge
St. Antony’s Church, Chirayam-682032

VIII - FORANE DISTRICT

Rev. Fr. Karel Joice Kalathiparambil
Asst. Parish Priest, Holy Family Church
Perumpilly, Narakkal P.O.- 682 505.
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NOTIFICATION - 12
ORDO - 2023
Dear Rev. Fathers,

In view of updating our personal details in ORDO 2023, if
there is any correction, change, addition, etc. in your personal details
(Mobile Number, Email Id, Academic achievements, etc.), please
inform the Archdiocesan Curia in writing before 30™ September 2022.

06.08.2022 Chancellor
Verapoly
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CASUS
AUGUST 2022

Using (And Misusing) Donations to the Church

Q:  Suppose a parishioner donates an article, such as a crucifix,
for the church'’s main Crucifix, and it is accepted for that
use and purpose. Does canon 1300, or any other canon, say
anything about whether another parish priest can decide on
his own to relocate the crucifix outside of the church?

- Fr Francis

A:  Firstlet’s take a look at the Church’s basic rules about accepting
and using gifts from the faithful. In a nutshell, when money or goods
are donated to the Church for a particular purpose, the intention
of the donor is to be respected and the money or goods are not
to be used for other purposes (c. 1300). If someone offers to give
the Church something which it genuinely cannot use, the donation is to
be declined with thanks - it is not to be accepted and then sold, or
otherwise used for a purpose contrary to the wishes of the donor.

But what happens when a gift is initially accepted and used as the
donor intended but over the course of time, that gift can no longer be
used by the Church for its originally intended purpose? This sort of
thing actually happens all the time. Imagine that in years gone by, a
parishioner donated to the diocese a building located next door to his
parish church, to be used as the parish school. The school was in
operation for decades; but now the demographics of the parish have
changed dramatically, there aren’t enough children in the parish to justify
the operation of its own school, and the parish can’t afford to keep it
going. What is the parish legally required to do in this case?

This scenario is not addressed by the Code of Canon Law. But
that’s not necessarily an oversight on the part of the legislator; rather, it
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is generally possible to sort these situations out simply by being mindful
of the virtue of justice, and applying good old common sense. Let’s try
this with the imaginary case just mentioned, and then we can do the
same with the real-life situation described by Father Francis.

In the fictitious scenario described above, someone gave the
Church a building next to a parish church, to be used as a parish school.
The building was accepted for this use, and it was in fact used as a
school - exactly as the donor intended. The Church was, therefore,
following the law perfectly in this case.

Butafter many years of using the building for its intended purpose,
circumstances have changed - circumstances which are beyond the
control of the parish or the diocese. Perhaps the parish church was
originally located in a residential neighborhood, but as time went on,
people moved away and the area now consists largely of office buildings
and shops. The parishioners who remain are mostly elderly, so the parish
now has very few children compared to years gone by. This cannot be
construed as the Church’s “fault,” and in any case, the parish would
continue to operate the school if it were feasible.

In these sorts of circumstances, we can see that the donation
was used in accord with the donor’s wishes, for as long as possible. If
the school is closed now, and the building is sold, demolished, or used
by the parish for other purposes, it would be hard to argue that the gift
was not used as the donor intended.

And let’s face it: what is the alternative in this case? Does anyone
really want to suggest that because the Church accepted the gift of this
building many years ago, it is constrained to continue using it as a school
when there are virtually no students, depleting parish finances in the
process? This is where common sense comes into play. The donor
(who presumably is long gone by now) saw his donated building put to
its intended use for a long time. There’s no way to argue that the Church
was wrong to accept it, and/or failed to use it as the donor wished.
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But now let’s take the same imaginary scenario and change
the facts a little bit. Let’s say that a parishioner donated the building
to the parish in 2016, to be used as a parish school, and the building
was accepted as such. After some building renovations and much
planning, the school opened in the fall of 2018. But after two years, the
parish priest concluded that the school has been losing too much
money and should be closed. The bishop agrees, and the diocese plans
to tear the building down and sell the land to developers, who want to
build condominiums on the site. Meanwhile, the parishioner who
donated the building in the first place is still a member of the parish, and
is watching these events unfold. How should we assess the legality of
this situation?

It should be evident that the donor would be entirely justified if
he were outraged! After all, he gave the building to the Church for what
is, by its very nature, a long-term purpose. It could be that while the
school is not profitable at the moment, that might change in a few years
- if the parish priest is patient enough to wait it out, and also creative
enough to look for ways to minimize the school’s financial losses. The
donor might be able to argue easily that there is no reason, yet, to close
the school for which the building was donated in the first place. And he
certainly can make the case that if the land is to be sold to developers
for condominium construction, he could have done that himself (and
realized the full profit for himself) back in 2016! As a simple matter of
justice, it would make a lot more sense if the Church at least offered to
give the building back to the donor, instead of seeking to realize a tidy
profit from its sale.

True, it would be important to look at the precise wording of the
legal documents pertaining to the donation of the building to the parish,
to see what the terms of their agreement were under civil law. But the
donor would have a very strong case under canon law to argue that his
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gift is not being used in accord with his originally stated intent. Once
again, a lot of this should be common sense.

Bearing all this in mind, let’s now look at Father Francis’s question.
It sounds like a parishioner donated a crucifix to be used at the main
altar of the church, and a previous parish priest agreed to this. And it
also sounds like the crucifix has in fact been used for this very purpose.
But now, “another parish priest” would like to relocate the crucifix
outdoors, maybe in a garden grotto or suchlike. Is this a violation of
canon 1300?

By this point, it ought to be fairly clear that the answer is, “it
depends.” There are quite a lot of significant variables here that we
know nothing about. For one thing, when was the crucifix donated,
and how long has it been used for its originally intended purpose? For
another, why exactly does the current parish priest wish to move it?
And yet another factor to bear in mind is this: where is the donor now,
and how does he/she feel about this?

It’s worth noting that while the current parish priest wants to
move the crucifix off the main altar, he doesn’t intend to throw it away,
or sell it -which might reasonably provoke the ire of the donor or the
donor’s family, if they’re still around. No, he wants to move it outdoors,
where parishioners will presumably (?) continue to see it, and pray
before it. In short, the current parish priest doesn’t appear to intend to
do anything unseemly with the crucifix; he “just” wants to change its
location within the parish. This is one more factor that needs to be
included in any assessment of the overall situation.

In short, when the Church accepts money or goods for a specific
purpose, it is bound to use them for that purpose. Sometimes, it is true,
the Church may genuinely be unable to use a gift given years ago for its
originally intended purpose and the law doesn’t give us precise
instructions on what to do in such cases, because their circumstances
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may vary widely, and we are expected to use common sense. When a
donation is obviously not put to the use for which it was accepted, it’s
entirely reasonable for a donor to object; and if the situation is not
rectified, it’s likewise understandable if Catholics refrain from giving
donations in future. As already noted above, the Catholic Church is not
a cult, and Catholics have every right to know if their gifts are being
misused and to make their feelings known, as a matter of justice.

1. Discuss about the importance of Civil Law formalities to be done
even if the faithful freely gives his/her belongings for the pious
causes to the Church.

2. Explain the following Latin Phrases: Inter Vivos and Mortis
Causa.

2. Who is the executor of all pious dispositions whether made
Mortis Causa or Inter Vivos ?
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