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CIRCULAR -5
The Chrism Mass

Dear Rev. Fathers,

The Liturgy recommends that the Mass of the Chrism
concelebrated by the Bishop and his priests, should be manifesta-
tion of the fellowship of the priests with their Bishop. In order to
show the unity of the presbyterium it is recommended that as many
priests as possible of our Archdiocese participate in the
Concelebrated Mass of the Chrism at 7.30 am in our St. Francis
Assisi Cathedral on Maundy Thursday, March 29", 2018.

Yours devotedly in Christ Jesus,

Ernakulam  Joseph Kalathiparambil
03.02.2018 Archbishop of Verapoly
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CIRCULAR - 6
Devotion to St. Joseph

Dear Rev. Fathers,

As St. Joseph is the Patron of the Universal Church and also
the special Patron of our Archdiocese according to the Rescript of
Pope Leo XIII, dated April 1, 1888 his feast on March 19 must be
celebrated with due Solemnity.

The highly fruitful devotion to St. Joseph, which has been a
special feature of our people from ancient times, has to be kept up
with increasing fervour, especially in these days of spiritual ardity
and disruption of family life.

I would therefore direct as follows:-

1. The feast should be solemnly celebrated with High Mass,
Sermon etc.

2. Wherever possible, a treat to the poor should be arranged.

With cordial blessings,

Ernakulam  Joseph Kalathiparambil
03.02.2018 Archbishop of Verapoly
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NOTIFICATION - 5

Dear Rev. Fathers /Sisters,

The Archdiocesan Curia will remain closed during the
Holy Week, March 25 - April 1, 2018. The Reverend Parish
Priests are kindly requested to inform the people about it. No petitions
shall be accepted during these days.

Ernakulam Chancellor
03.02.2018 Archdiocese of Verapoly
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CASUS
February, 2018

In certain circumstances, and for salvation of souls, when a
marriage is celebrated according to ordinary canonical form, but without
the usual publicity, it is called a secret marriage. It was known in 1917
code as a “marriage of conscience” (c. 1104). Now, the local ordinary
can permit the celebration of marriage in secret for grave and urgent
causes (c. 1130). The permission to celebrate a marriage in secret also
requires: (1) that the investigations that must precede marriage are
conducted in secret; (2) that secrecy concerning the marriage is
observed by the local Ordinary, the one who assists at the marriage,
the witnesses, and the spouses. Examples of grave and urgent causes
for a secret marriage are marriages contrary to civil law but not contrary
to natural or ecclesiastical law; marriages in countries where the church
is persecuted and religious marriages are forbidden; marriages of those
living in concubinage when the community believes them to be married
(CLSA Comm). The proper causes in the Indian context could be inter-
caste or inter-religious marriages against unreasonable opposition from
family members, risk of losing a job or promotion for those “converted”’
to Hindu religion, loss of pension or dole for a widow or widower if
she/he remarries publically; marrying partners living in concubinage when
the community believes them to be married, etc. Great care is to be
taken in order to preserve secrecy by which are bound the local ordinary,
officiant, witnesses and the parties themselves. If, however, should the
parties involved freely decide together to make known the fact of their
secret marriage, all the others are released from the obligations. The
local ordinary, on his part, can break the secret if grave scandal or
harm to the holiness of marriage is imminent or if the marriage causes
grave damage to the Church.

In a secret celebration of marriage, there is no dispensation
from the usual prenuptial enquiry or catechesis. The publication of banns
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is, however, dispensed. Moreover, marriages celebrated in secret are
not to be recorded in the ordinary parish register, but in a special register
kept in the diocesan curia that is not likely to be made available to civil
authorities (c. 1133).

Questions:

1.

Is there provision in the Church for what is called “secret
marriage”? (Ref. Can. 1130)

What is a “secret marriage”™?

What are the examples of a serious and urgent reason for a
secret marriage?

What are the requirements of secret celebration of marriage?
(Ref. Can. 1131)

When does the obligation of secrecy of the Local ordinary cease?
(Ref. Can. 1132)

Where the secret celebration of marriage should be registered?
(Ref. Can. 1133).

Is it permissible to celebrate a marriage between a Catholic and
anon-Christian during Mass? (See New Commentary on The
Code of Canon Law, J.P. Beal, J.A. Coriden, and T.J. Green
{eds.}, TPI, Bangalore, 2003, p. 1352; Rite of Marriage, No. &;
See John M. Huels, The Pastoral Companion, TPI, Bangalore,
2016, pp. 299-303).

Is it permissible to celebrate a marriage between a Catholic and
anon-Catholic during Mass? (See Motu proprio “Determining
Norms for Mixed Marriages” issued by Pope Paul VI on March
31, 1970; Rite of Marriage, No. 8; See John M. Huels, The
Pastoral Companion, TPI, Bangalore, 2016, pp. 299-303).
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