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PASTORAL LETTER

BK-a-\-Imew
tbiphn¬ {]nb ktlmZc sshZoItc,
k∂ymkktlmZc∑mtc, ktlmZcnamtc, h’ea°tf,
{InkvXp-hns‚ a\p-jy-h-Xm-c-Øns‚ c£m-I-c-amb Hm¿a-Ifn-te°v \sΩ £Wn-°p∂ ]pWyIme-amWv BK-a-\-Im-ew. Cu
h¿jsØ BK-a-\-Imew Bcw-`n-°p-∂Xv 2016 \hw-_¿ 27-˛mw
XobXn Rmdm-gvN-bm-Wv. c≠m-bncw h¿j-ßƒ°p-ap≥]v {InkvXp
`qan-bn¬ a\pjy\mbn Ah-Xcn®Xv am\-h-Ip-e-Øn-s‚ ka-{Khpw
kºq¿Æ-hp-amb c£ km[y-am-°m-\mWv. BZn-]m]w aqew ]m]Øn-s‚bpw ac-W-Øn-s‚bpw ASn-a-Ø-Øn¬s∏-´p-t]mb a\p-jyIp-esØ tamNn-∏n-°m≥, A\m-Zn-bn¬ ssZh-sam-cp-°nb c£m-I-c]-≤Xn k^-e-am-°m-\mWv ssZh-]p-{X≥ Cu temI-Øn¬ a\p-jy\mbn Ah-X-cn-®-Xv. ]dp-Zo-km-bn¬h®v a\p-jys\ ]m]-Øn¬
hogvØnb ss]im-NnI {]Xo-I-amb k¿∏-tØmSv ssZhw ]d™p:
""\obpw kv{Xobpw XΩnepw \ns‚ k¥-Xnbpw Ah-fpsS k¥Xnbpw XΩnepw Rm≥ i{XpX Df-hm-°pw. Ah≥ \ns‚ Xe
XI¿°pw'' Dev]Øn ]pkvXIw 3˛mw A[ymbw 15˛mw hmIy-Øn¬
\mw hmbn-°p-∂ Cu ssZh-h-N-\-`mKw c£m-I-c-]-≤-Xn-bpsS "ap∂-
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dn-bn∏p ktμ-i'- (Proto-evangelium) amWv. ]dp-Zo-km-bn¬ h®v ssZhw
shfn-s∏-Sp-Ønb c£-bpsS Cu hmKvZm-\-amWv ]nev°m-eØv aninlm-bpsS hc-hn-\mbn {]Xym-i-tbmsS ImØn-cn-°m≥ C{km-tb¬
P\-Øn\v i‡n \evIn-b-Xv. C{km-tb¬°mcpsS ImgvN-∏m-Sn¬,
ka-b-Øns‚ ]q¿W-X-bn¬ ssZh-Øm¬ Ab°s∏-Sp∂ cmPmhmWv anin-lm. Ahn-Sp∂v bpK-ßƒ°p ap≥t]-bp-≈-h-\pw (an°m
5:2; Gi. 7:14), ka-bØ
- ns‚ ]q¿WXbn¬ Ah-Xc
- n-°p-∂h
- \
- p-amWv.
C{kmtb¬°m-cpsS Cu hnizm-k-Øn\v _ew \evIp∂ hN-\`mK-amWv Dev]Øn ]pkvXIw 49-˛mw A[ymbw 10-˛mw hmIy-Øn¬
\mw hmbn-°p-∂-Xv: ""sNt¶m¬ bqZmsb hn´p-t]m-I-bn-√. AXns‚
Ah-Imin h∂p-tN-cp-whsc A[n-Imc ZWvUv Ahs‚ k¥-Xn-Ifn¬\n∂p \oßn-t∏m-I-bn-√. P\-X-Iƒ Ahs\ A\p-k-cn-°pw.''
aninlm ÿm]n-°m-\n-cn-°p∂ kz¿§ob km{amPy-Øns‚bpw AXn\p≈ Ahn-SsØ BK-a-\-Øn-s‚bpw kqN-\-I-fmWv ChnsS Zriyam-Ip-∂-Xv.
BZn-am-Xm-]n-Xm-°∑m¿ ]dp-Zo-km-bn¬ A\p-`-hn® im¥n-bpsSbpw kam-[m-\-Øn-s‚bpw \mfp-IfmWv anin-lm-bpsS cmPy-Øn¬
kwPm-X-am-Ip-∂-Xv (Gi 11:6˛8). aninlm-bpsS BK-a-\-tØm-sS-bp≠m-Ip∂ B kpμ-c-Im-e-sØ-°p-dn®v Imem-Im-e-ß-fn¬ {]hm-NI∑m¿ Xß-fpsS hm°p-I-fn-eq-sSbpw {]Xo-Im-ﬂI AS-bm-f-ß-fn-eqsSbpw \nd-ap≈ kz]v\-ßƒ Ah¿°p \evIn. Zmho-Zp-cm-Pm-hn-t\mSv
\mYm≥ {]hm-N-I≥ ]d-bp-∂-Xn-{]-Im-c-amWv: ""Zn\-ßƒ XnI™p
\o ]q¿hn- I tcmSv tNcp- t ºmƒ \ns‚ Huc- k - ] p- { Xs\ Rm≥
Db¿Øn Ahs‚ cmPyw kpÿn-c-am-°pw. Ah≥ F\n°v Bebw
]Wn-bpw. Ahs‚ cmPyw Rm≥ Ft∂°pw kpÿn-c-am-Ipw. Rm≥
Ah-\p ]nXmhpw Ah≥ F\n°v ]p{X-\p-am-bn-cn°pw'' (2 kmap
7:12-˛13). hcm-\n-cn-°p∂ c£-I-s\-°p-dn®v ]nev°m-eØv Gibm
{]hm-N-I≥ ]d™p: ""Fs¥-∂m¬ \ap°v Hcp inip P\n-®n-cn-°p∂p. \ap°v Hcp ]p{X≥ \evI-s∏-´n-cn-°p-∂p. B[n-]Xyw Ahs‚
Npa-en-em-bn-cn-°pw. hnkva-b-\o-b-amb D]-tZ-jvSm-hv, i‡-\mb
ssZhw, \nXy-\mb ]nXm-hv, kam-[m-\-Øns‚ cmPmhv F∂v Ah≥
hnfn-°-s∏Spw'' (Gi 9:6).
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]mh-s∏-´h
- c
- psSbpw Bew-_l
- o-\c
- p-sSbpw c£m-tI-{μ-ambpw
(k¶o 12:6) temI-P-\-Xsb apgp-h≥ kap-≤-cn-°p-∂-h-\mbpw (k¶o
14:7) hcm-\n-cn-°p∂ anin-lm-bv°p-th-≠n-bp≈ P\-Øns‚ {]Xo£m-\n¿`-c-amb ImØn-cn∏v tbip-hns‚ a\p-jym-h-Xm-c-tØmsS
k^-e-am-bn. a\p-jy-\mbn Ah-X-cn∏ {InkvXp-hns‚ BK-a-\-Øn\v
hgn-sbm-cp-°n-s°m≠v I\y-Im-a-dnbw "CXm I¿Øm-hns‚ Zmkn'
F∂p ]d™v kzbw ka¿∏n-®p. "AXyp-∂-X-ß-fn¬ ssZh-Øn\p
al-Xzw, `qan-bn¬ k∑-\- p-≈-h¿°v kam-[m\w' F∂ kz¿Kob
Io¿Ø-\-ßƒ ]mSn c£-Is\ amem-J-am¿ `qan-bn-te°v hc-th-‰p.
Ahn-SpsØ km∂n-[yamWv C∂pw kam-[m-\-Øn\pw kt¥m-jØn\pw B[mcw. ]mh-s∏-´-hcpw \njvI-f-¶-cp-amb B´n-S-b-∑m¿°v
c£-I≥ {]Y-a-Z¿i\w \evIn. ]q¿h-tZ-iØp \ns∂-Ønb ]qPmcm-Pm-°∑
- m¿ Ah\p ap≥]n¬ ap´p-IpØn kz¿Whpw Ip¥p-cp-°hpw
aodbpw ka¿∏n®v Bcm-[n-®p.
X≥ {]am-Wn-Øhpw Al-¶m-chpw ssIap-X-em-°nb A[nIm-cn-I-fm-I-s´, Ahs‚ hc-hn¬ Akz-ÿ-Nn-Øcpw `b-hn-h-i-cpam-bn. temI-Øns‚ ]m]-ßƒ \o°m-\p≈ ssZh-Øns‚ Ip™mSv
F∂p-hn-fn®v kv\m]-I-tbm-l-∂m≥ Ahs\ temI-Øn\p Nq≠nIm-´n-Ø-∂p. Zcn-{Z¿°p kphn-ti-jhpw _‘n-X¿°p tamN-\hpw
A‘-¿°v ImgvNbpw ASn-®-a¿Ø-s∏-´-h¿°v kzmX-{¥hpw I¿Ømhn\p kzoIm-cy-amb kwh-’-chpw {]Jym-]n®p IS-∂p-h∂ c£I≥ (eq°m 4:18-˛19) aq∂p-h¿jsØ Xs‚ ]c-ky-Po-hn-X-Im-eØv
\nXy-c-£-bpsS Ihm-S-ßƒ temI-Øn\p ap≥]n¬ hnim-e-ambn
Xpd-∂n-´p. ]m]-ßƒ tamNn-∏n®pw tcmKn-Isf kpJ-s∏-Sp-Ønbpw
]nim-Np-_m-[n-Xsc _‘-\-hn-ap-‡-cm-°nbpw ssZh-cm-Py-Øns‚
cl-ky-ßƒ ]Tn-∏n®pw Ahn-Sp∂v {Kma-ßƒ tXmdpw Np‰n k©cn®p. Hcp-h≥ Xs‚ ktlm-Z-c-\p-th≠n Poh≥ _en-b¿∏n-°p-∂Xn-t\-°mƒ henb kvt\l-an-s√∂p ]Tn-∏n®v ktlm-Zckvt\lØn-te°v Ahn-Sp∂v \sΩ amSn-hn-fn-®p. A©-∏w-sIm≠v Aøm-bncw-t]sc Xo‰n-t∏m‰n ]¶p-h-bv]ns‚ almﬂyw \ap-°mbn AhnSp∂v shfn-s∏-Sp-Øn-Ø-∂p. [q¿Ø-]p-{X-t\mSv ]cn-]q¿Æ-ambn
£an®v Ahs\ Benw-K\w sNbvXv Ahs‚ t]cn¬ hncp-s∂m-cp-

- 172 -

°nb ]nXm- h ns\ Ah- X - c n- ∏ n- ® p- s Im≠v kz¿Ko- b - ] n- X m- h ns‚
kvt\l-Øns‚ Bghpw £a-bpsS am[p-cyhpw \nd™ \√ ]mTßƒ \sΩ Ahn-Sp∂v ]Tn-∏n-®p.
BIm-i-Ønse ]d-h-Isfbpw hb-ense ]q-°-sfbpw ap¥ncn-tØm-´-sØbpw Irjn-°m-c-s\bpw hnØn-s\bpw hnf-sbbpw ]‰n
temI-tØmSp kwkm-cn-®Xv {]]-©-Øn¬ Hfn-™n-cn-°p∂ ssZhkvt\-l-sØ-°p-dn®v \sΩ Hm¿Ωn-∏n-°m\pw ]cn-ÿnXn kvt\lØn-te°v \sΩ \bn-°m-\p-am-Wv. ]c-ky-Po-hn-X-Øn\p ap≥]mbn
\mev]-Xp-cmhpw \mev]Xp ]Iepw acp-`q-an-bn¬sh®pw ]n∂oSv KXvsksa- \ n- b n¬sh®pw Ipcn- i n¬°n- S - ∂ p- s Im≠pw {]m¿∞n®p
sIm≠v \nc-¥-c-amb {]m¿∞-\-bpsS Bh-iy-IX \sΩ Ahn-Sp∂v
]Tn-∏n®p. ITn-\-amb ]oVm-k-l-\-ßsf £a-tbmsS kao-]n®pw
i{Xp-°ƒ°p-th≠n Ipcn-in¬ InS-∂p-t]mepw {]m¿∞n®pw kl\-Øns‚ c£m-Ic aqey-ßƒ Ahn-Sp∂v \ap°p shfn-s∏-Sp-ØnØ∂p.
c£-Is‚ hchv A\p-kva-cn-®p-sIm≠v \Ωƒ Bcw-`n-°m≥
t]mIp∂ Cu BK-a\
- I
- m-eØ
- n¬ tbip-hns‚ hc-hns‚ kt¥mjw
Hcn-°¬°qsS A\p-`-h-th-Zy-am-°m≥ \mw Hcp-ßp-I-bm-Wv. {]m¿∞\-bnepw D]-hm-k-Ønepw Zm\-[¿Ω-Ønepw BK-a-\-Im-e-Ønse
Cu \mfp-Iƒ `‡n-]q¿Δw sNe-h-gn®v c£-I-s‚ hc-hn-\mbn \mw
\sΩ-Øs∂ Hcp-°p-tºmƒ kvt\l-Øn-s‚bpw £a-bp-sSbpw ]¶ph-bv]n-s‚bpw ]mT-ßƒ \ap°v ad-°m-Xn-cn-°mw.
\mw BtLm-jn® Icp-WbpsSh¿jw kam-]n-®p-sh-¶nepw
Icp-WbpsS hmXn-ep-Iƒ Hcn-°epw AS-bp-∂n-√. CØ-cp-W-Øn¬,
Icp-WbpsS h
- ¿j-tØm-S\
- p-_‘
- n®v AXn-cq-]X
- b
- n-em-Ia
- m-\hpw CSh-II
- f
- nepw ÿm]-\ß
- f
- nepw s]mXp-ka
- q-lØ
- n\pw \nßƒ sNbvX
F√m Icp-WbpsS -{]-h¿Ø-\-ßƒ°pw Rm≥ lrZb]q¿Δw \μn]-d-bp-∂p. kar-≤-amb ssZhm-\p-{Klw t\cp-Ibpw sNøp-∂p.
k¿tΔm-]cn XnI®pw hy‡n-]-c-ambn \nßƒ A\p-jvTn® Icp-W
bp-sSbpw XymK-Øn-s‚bpw {]h¿Ø-\-ßfpw Rm≥ A\p-kva-cn°p-∂p. IqSm-sX, Icp-W-bpsS Ihm-S-ß-fmbn {]Jym-]n® tZhm-e
bßfn-te°v Xo¿∞m-S\w \S-Øp-Ibpw, hr≤-a-μn-c-ßƒ, A\mYm-e-b-ßƒ BXp-c-ip-{iq-j-tI-{μ-ßƒ F∂nh tI{μo-I-cn®v ]e
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ImcpWy{]h¿Ø-\-ßfpw \S-Øm≥ Cu IcpWbpsSh¿j-Øn¬
\ap°p Ign-™p. Bcpw A\m-Y-c-s√∂pw H‰-s∏-´-h-c-s√∂pw
t_m[y-s∏-Sp-Øm≥ hnizm-k-k-aq-lhpw hnhn-[-kw-L-S-\-Ifpw hgn
]cn-{i-an-°p-I-bp-≠mbn. C\n-bp≈ \mfp-I-fnepw Icp-WbpsS
{]tLm-j-Icpw Du¿P-kz-e-X-bp≈ {]h¿Ø-I-cp-ambncn°p-∂Xn¬\n∂v \ap°v hnc-an-°m-Xn-cn-°mw.
Cu BK-a\
- I
- mew bpKm-¥y-Øn¬ \ΩpsS c£Is‚ c≠mw
hc-hn-\m-bp≈ ImØn-cn-∏ns‚ Imew IqSn-bm-Wt√m. hni-°p-∂h\v `£-Whpw Zmln-°p-∂-h\v sh≈hpw \·\v hkv{Xhpw
tcmKn°v ip{iq-jbpw Imcm-Kr-lØ
- n¬ hkn-°p-∂h
- \v km¥z-\hpw
\evIntbm F∂ A¥y-hn[n\mfnse tNmZyw \ΩpsS Pohn-X-Ønep-S-\ofw {InkvXp kvt\lhpw ]c-kvt\-lhpw ImØp-kq-£n-°p∂Xn\p≈ am\Z-WvU-am-°m≥ \ap°v {]tNm-Z\w \evI-s´. tbiphns‚ Imen-sØm-gp-Øns‚ emfn-Xyhpw hnip-≤nbpw \ΩpsS hy‡nPo-hn-X-Øn¬ ]men-°m-\p≈ B¿÷hw t\Sn-sb-Sp-°m≥ Cu
BK-a-\-Im-eØv \ap°v ]cn-{i-an-°mw.
BK-Xa
- m-Ip∂ {InkvXp-ak
- n-s‚ F√m A\p{K-lß
- fpw Biwk-Ifpw t\cp-∂p.
F\n°v \nß-tfm-Sp≈ ss]XrIkvt\l-Øns‚ AS-bm-fambn ]nXm-hn-s‚bpw ]p{X-s‚bpw ]cn-ip-≤m-ﬂm-hn-s‚bpw \maØn¬ \nßsf Rm≥ Bio¿h-Zn-°p-∂p.
Fd-Wm-Ip-fØv \ΩpsS AXnsa{Xm-k\ aμn-c-Øn¬ \n∂v
2016 HIvtSm-_¿ 26˛mw XobXn,
Fd-Wm-Ipfw
26.10.2016

N.B.:

? {^m≥knkv I√-d-°¬
hcm-∏pg AXn-cq-]Xm sa{Xm-t∏m-eoØ

Cu CS-b-te-J\w 2016 \hw-_¿ 20˛mw -Xo-bXn
dmgvN Znhy-_en at≤y hmbn-t°-≠-Xm-Wv.

Rmb-
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NOTIFICATION - 11
TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS
1

Rev. Fr. Aloysius Thaiparambil
Director, Family Apostolate
Ashirbhavan, Cochin - 682 018.

2.

Rev. Fr. Antony Arackal (Jr.)
Director, Ashirbhavan & BCC
Cochin - 682 018.

3.

Rev. Fr. Antony Bibu Kadamparambil
Parish Priest, Sacred Heart Church
Edappally North, AIMS P.O., Cochin - 682 041.

4.

Rev. Fr. Antony Dominic Figarado
Associate Director
Little Flower Engg. Institute, Kalamassery - 683 104.

5.

Rev. Fr. Antony Karippatt
Director, Commission for Catechetics
Ashirbhavan, Cochin - 682 018.

6.

Rev. Fr. Antony Vellayil
Parish Priest,
Our Lady of Velankanny Church,
Charianthuruth, Varappuzha P.O. - 683 517.

7.

Rev. Fr. Charles Lopez
Director Avilabhavan &
Administrator, Archbishop Attipetti Nagar
Avilabhavan, Chembumukku, Kakkanad - 682 021

8.

Rev. Fr. Dominic Kanappilly
Parish Priest, Christ the King Church
Narackal P.O., Arattuvazhy - 682 505.
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9.

Rev. Fr. Francis Dixon Fernandez
Secretary, Family Commission KRLCC
St. Joseph Pontifical Seminary
Carmelgiri, PB No. 604 ,
Aluva, Pin 683 102

10.

Rev. Fr. Francis Glanson Aruja
Parish Priest, Sacred Heart Church
Thevarkad, Varappuzha - 683 517

11.

Rev. Fr. Francis Koikaranparambil
Parish Priest, St. Sebastian’s Church,
Edayakkunnam S.Chittoor,
Cheranelloor P.O- 682 027.

12.

Rev. Fr. George Kuruppath
Parish Priest, Lourdu Matha Church
Elamakkara - 682 026

13.

Rev. Fr. George Sequeira
Parish Priest, Church of Our Lady of Fatima
Elamkulam, Cochin - 682 020.

14.

Rev. Fr. Gino George Kadumgamparambil
Priest in Charge, St. Antony’s Church
Kakkanad, Athany - 683 585
& Director
Commissin for Environment

15.

Rev. Fr. Job Vazhakottathil
Parish Priest, St. Antony’s Church
Chennur - 682 027.

16.

Rev. Fr. John Palliparambil
Priest in Charge, St. Antony’s Church
Mulamthuruthy - 682 307
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17.

Rev. Fr. Jose Thannipilly
Parish Priest, St. Antony’s Church
Nedumbassery, Athany, Cochin – 683585.

18.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Biju Kalloor
Priest in Charge, St. Joseph’s Church
Panambukad, Cochin - 682 031.

19.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Panikkassery
Parish Priest, Mount Carmel Church
MamangalamCochin - 682 025.

20.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Sherin Chemmayath
Judicial Notary

21.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Thoppil
Parish Priest,
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Udayamperur - 682 307

22.

Rev. Fr. Paulson Simethy
Parish Priest, St. Antony’s Church
Vaduthala, Cochin - 682 023.

23.

Rev. Fr. Peter Ambalathinkal
Parish Priest, Church of Our Lady of Nativity
Muttinakam - 683 517.

24.

Rev. Fr. Rockey Kollamparambil
Parish Priest, St. Francis Xavier’s Church
Ponel, Cochin - 682 019

25.

Rev. Fr. Sebastian Karukappilly
Parish Priest,
Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Valappu, Ochanthuruth - 682 508.
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&
Director , Commission for Evangelisation
Charismatic Movement in the Archdiocese
26.

Rev. Fr. Sebastian Moonukoottungal
Parish Priest, St. Sebastian’s Church
Madavana, Panangad P.O.Pin – 682506.

27.

Rev. Fr. Sibi Choothamparambil
Studies, Pune

28.

Rev. Fr. Stanley Mathirappilly
Coordinator for General Ministries and Commissions,
Archdiocese of Verapoly
Latin Archbishop’s House
Post Box No. 2581, Cochin - 682 031.

29.

Rev. Fr. Thadeus Babu Vavakatt
Parish Priest, St. John the Apostle of Church
Muppathadom - 683 110.

30.

Rev. Fr. Yesudas Pazhampilly
Priest in Charge, St. Jude Thaddeus Church
Kidangoor, Yoodhapuram – 683591

31.

Rev. Fr. James Michael PMI
Asst. Parish Priest
Mount Carmel Church
Chathiath, Cochin - 682 012.

32.

Rev. Fr. Mathew Kumbalathuparambil OCD
Asst. Parish Priest
St. Francis Xavier’s Church, Kaloor
Cochin - 682 017.
Chancellor
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NOTIFICATION - 12

2015-˛2016 kmº-ØnI h¿j-Ønse
IW°v ka¿∏n°p-∂-Xns\ kw_-‘n®v
2015˛16 kmº-ØnI h¿j-Ønse \ΩpsS ]≈n-I-fn-tebpw
ÿm]-\-ß-fn-tebpw IW-°p-Iƒ C\nbpw HmUn-‰n\v G¬∏n®n-´n√m-Øh¿ G‰hpw Kuc-htØmSpw DØc-hm-Zn-Xz-tØmSpw IqsS
F{Xbpw thKw IW-°p-Iƒ HmUn-‰n\v \evIn Iqcn-b-bn¬ G¬∏n
t°≠-Xm-Wv. AXn-cq-]Xm Iqcn-b-bn¬ C\nbpw sImSp-Øp-Xo¿°phm-\p≈ hnti-jm¬ ]ncn-hp-Ifpw 7% hnln-X-hpw- G¬∏n°
Wsa∂pIqSn \n¿t±-in-°p-∂p.
\ΩpsS ]≈n-I-fp-sSbpw ÿm\-]-ß-fp-sSbpw hc-hns‚ 85%
Nne-h-gn-®n-´n-√m-sb-¶n¬ Income Tax Hm^o-ksd tcJm-aqew Adnbn-t°-≠-Xm-Wv. ImcWw Cu h¿jw apX¬ Income Tax Act
{]Imcw Nne-hm-°mØ XpIbv°v Income Tax sImSp-t°≠n hcpw.
Bb-Xn-\m¬ \ΩpsS ]≈n-I-fp-sSbpw kYm-]-\-ßfp-sSbpw IW°p-Iƒ HmUn‰v sNbvXv ka-b-_-‘n-X-ambn lmP-cm-t°≠-Xm-Wv.
Income Tax Un∏m¿´p-sa‚ns‚ ]pXnb \b-{]-Imcw 20,000 cq]-bn¬
IqSp-X¬ hcp∂ Iymjv CS]m-Sp-Iƒ sN°n-eqsS am{Xta \S-Øphm≥ ]mSp≈q F∂ Imcyw Adn-bn-°p-Ib
- m-W.v \ΩpsS ]≈n-Ifpw
ÿm]-\-ßfpw AXn-cq-]Xm Iqcn-b-bn¬ \evtI≠ hnti-jm¬
]ncn-hp-Ifpw 7%w hnln-Xhpw Ip¿_m-\-]-Whpw sN°pIƒ aptJ\
\evI-W-sa∂v Hm¿Ωn-∏n-°p-∂p. hnti-jm-¬ ]ncn-hp-Iƒ Collection
A/c, Archdiocese of Verapoly F∂ t]cnepw 7% hnlnXw Curia A/c,
Archdiocese of Verapoly F∂ t]cnepw Ip¿_m-\-]Ww Mass A/c,
Archdiocese of Verapoly F∂ t]cnepw BWv sN°v Fgp-tX-≠Xv.
IqSmsX PAN Card (Permanent Account Number) \p ]pdsa C≥Iw
SmIvkv Hm^o-kn¬ \n∂pw 12 A k¿´n-^n-°‰v (Tax Exception-\v
\nßƒ°v A¿l-X-bp≠v F∂v sXfn-bn-°p∂ k¿´n-^n-°-‰v) IqSn
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A child born out of wedlock or of a void or illegal marriage is
considered illegitimate. At common law, legitimacy is the status of a
child who is born to parents who are legally married to one another, or
who is born shortly after the parents’ marriage ends through divorce.
The opposite of legitimacy is the status of being illegitimate – born to a
woman and a man who are not married to one another. In both canon
and civil law, the offspring of putative marriages are legitimate. Children
pay for the decisions taken by the parents and are denied inheritance
rights in principle, if not in terms of the legal statutes, that they now have
access to. Even worse, a child born of rape is stigmatised and is treated
as illegitimate both by society and by law because it is difficult to ascertain
the paternity of a child conceived in rape. Very often we, priests, meet
with the cases of unmarried mothers who want to baptize their babies.
Some non-catholic denominations speak about the ‘heartlessness’ of
the Catholic Church for refusing to baptize innocent illegitimate children.
There are cases of many single mothers who are refused baptism for
their babies. In the case of the baptism of illegitimate children, we refuse
to mention the name of the father of the child in the register of baptism.
The following questions will help us to understand the concept of
legitimacy of children and the question of the baptism of illegitimate
children and it’s recording.
Questions:
1.

What are the presumptions concerning legitimacy of
children? (Ref. Can. 1138)

Answer: Can. 1138 §1: The father is he whom a lawful marriage
indicates unless clear evidence proves the contrary.
§2.

Children born at least 180 days after the day when the marriage
was celebrated or within 300 days from the day of the dissolution
of conjugal life are presumed to be legitimate.
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2.

What are the parental prerequisites for infant baptism?
(Ref. Can. 868)

Answer: Can. 868 §1: For an infant to be baptized licitly:
1º the parents or at least one of them or the person who
legitimately takes their place must consent;
2º there must be a founded hope that the infant will be brought
up in the Catholic religion; if such hope is altogether lacking, the
baptism is to be delayed according to the prescripts of particular
law after the parents have been advised about the reason.
§2. An infant of Catholic parents or even of non-Catholic parents
is baptized licitly in danger of death even against the will of the
parents.
In the Instruction on Infant Baptism by the Sacred Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith on October 20, 1980 it is stated in
no. 28: “In the first place, it is important to recall that the Baptism
of infants must be considered a serious duty. The questions which
it poses to pastors can be settled only by faithful attention to the
teaching and constant practice of the Church. Concretely, pastoral
practice regarding infant Baptism must be governed by two great
principles, the second of which is subordinate to the first.
1)
Baptism, which is necessary for salvation, is the sign and the
means of God’s prevenient love, which frees us from original sin
and communicates to us a share in divine life. Considered in itself,
the gift of these blessings to infants must not be delayed.
2)
Assurances must be given that the gift thus granted can grow by
an authentic education in the faith and Christian life, in order to
fulfill the true meaning of the sacrament. As a rule, these
assurances are to be given by the parents or close relatives,
although various substitutions are possible within the Christian
community. But if these assurances are not really serious there
can be grounds for delaying the sacrament; and if they are certainly
non-existent the sacrament should even be refused”.
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3.

How does the Church deal with the recording of baptism?
(Ref. Can. 877)

Answer: Can. 877 §1: The pastor of the place where the baptism is
celebrated must carefully and without any delay record in the
baptismal register the names of the baptized, with mention made
of the minister, parents, sponsors, witnesses, if any, the place
and date of the conferral of the baptism, and the date and place
of birth.
§2. If it concerns a child born to an unmarried mother, the
name of the mother must be inserted, if her maternity is
established publicly or if she seeks it willingly in writing or
before two witnesses. Moreover, the name of the father
must be inscribed if a public document or his own
declaration before the pastor and two witnesses proves
his paternity; in other cases, the name of the baptized is
inscribed with no mention of the name of the father or the
parents.
§3. If it concerns an adopted child, the names of those adopting
are to be inscribed and, at least if it is done in the civil records of
the region, also the names of the natural parents according to the
norm of §§1 and 2, with due regard for the prescripts of the
conference of bishops.
Can. 878: If the baptism was not administered by the pastor or in his
presence, the minister of baptism, whoever it is, must inform the
pastor of the parish in which it was administered of the conferral
of the baptism, so that he records the baptism according to the
norm of Can. 877, §1.
4.

What about the baptism of an abandoned child or a
foundling? (Ref. Can. 870)

Answer: Can. 870: An abandoned infant or a foundling is to be
baptized unless after diligent investigation the baptism of the infant
is established.
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5.

What are the prerequisites for sponsors at baptism?

Answer: Canon 874.
6.

Can a person who is not present at the time of baptism be
a sponsor by proxy?
Yes, it is possible for a person who is not present at the time of
baptism be a sponsor provided that the person concerned has
consented and given in writing that he/she is willing to be a sponsor.

7.

Can a non-catholic baptized be a sponsor for baptisms?
No. The role of the sponsor is, together with the parents, to
present the child for baptism and to help in the faithful fulfillment
of the duties inherent in baptism, thus helping the child to live a
Christian life. Canon 874 clearly states that only a Catholic who
has been confirmed and has received the Eucharist and who lives
the life of faith which befits the role to be undertaken can be a
sponsor for baptism (See CCEO 685§3 for Orientals: For a just
cause, it is permitted to admit the Christian faithful of another
Eastern non-Catholic Church to the function of a sponsor, but
always at the same time with a Catholic).
A baptized person who belongs to a non-catholic ecclesial
community may be admitted only in company with a Catholic
sponsor, and then simply as a witness to the baptism. However,
a member of an Eastern Orthodox Church can be allowed
to act as a sponsor together with a Catholic sponsor at the
baptism of a Catholic infant or adult so long as there is
provision for the Catholic education of the person being
baptized, and it is clear that the sponsor is suitable one (As
it is explicitly allowed in the Directory concerning Ecumenical
Matters).
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